Christ Church, 6 July 2025

Call to Worship (psalm 30)

Sing praises to our Lord: who heals us and makes us whole.

Sing praises to our Lord, faithful children of God: whose joy rises in our lives each and every day.
Sing praises to our Lord, faithful children of God; give thanks to God's holy name:

God's Kingdom is near to us; God's peace resides in our hearts.

Hymn Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness R&S 187
Children’s time — Sandy: Sharing the load

Prayer

We gather to praise and honour the Lord, our Saving God.
Today, we sing our reverent thanks to our loving God.

As individuals and as a community, we praise and thank
our God for giving us a sense of healing and wholeness.

When we cried out to you in our sorrow and despair,
you turned our night-time grief into morning’s joy.
Listening God, we rejoice in the security you give us,
because of your past mercy and goodness towards us.

O Lord our God, we will thank you always and forever.

We will not be silent! Your love for us is so wonderful!

Holy God, you have turned our sorrows into gladness,

and our despair into joy. O God, how great is your love! Amen.

Offering

Loving God, You give us so many good things, all that we need and more than we could ask for.
We bring our gifts to you in response to your generosity, and as a sign of our thanks.

Accept and bless all that we bring, and all that we are;

Use us and our gifts to serve you in whatever way you direct. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Say the Grace...

Hymn Jesus puts this song into our hearts (CH 692) — Graham Kendrick: video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRNRmI0z03s

Children leave for Sunday Club during hymn

Opening Prayers

We gather today, Holy God, to seek You, to bring You our thanks,

to rest in Your presence, and to feel Your loving kindness, knowing You meet us in this place.
We gather today, Risen Lord Jesus, to listen to your voice,

proclaimed in ancient and contemporary words, to respond to your call to follow,

and to find you in the unexpected.

Forgive us, good Lord, when we’ve refused to seek you,

when we’ve ignored your voice, turned away from your call,

and disregarded you when we stumble across you in those we encounter.

Forgive us and give us time to change, for we know you meet us in this place.

We gather today, Most Holy Spirit, and accept the forgiveness you offer,

live the peace you bring, and respond to your energising presence,

as you meet us in this place.

Do not hide your voice from us, O God, but speak through prayer, hymn, silence, reading, and
sermon, that we may hear, understand, respond, and obey. Amen.

Hymn Oh love that wilt not let me go R&S 511
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Bible Readings: Luke 10:1-11 and 16
Galatians 6:1-10
These two readings give us two phrases that are perfect as we consider becoming a

Mission Partnership:

Luke — “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.”

Galatians - "let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.”
Let’s first look at the story from Luke’s gospel. It starts with Jesus sending out messengers.
Not just a few. Not just the Twelve. He sends out 70 - sends them out in pairs to all the
places he himself will soon go. This is an enormous operation. The story seems to imply
that these messengers go out, one pair per village. That is a lot of villages. And that is a lot
of messengers. The Jesus in Luke’s story sends a mob of messengers ahead of him and
tells them, no matter how they are received, to say that the “kingdom of God” has

come near. And notice that these people, these servants of God and messengers of Jesus,
go out like lambs in the midst of wolves, without a purse. No money, not even for parking or
water or snacks. They go out with no bag. No change of clothes or toiletries. They go out
even without shoes. Why? And instructions Jesus gives them makes them even more
vulnerable than they already would have been. Why?

Notice that the instructions create more than just poverty. The messengers arrive in each
village with sore feet and no place to stay. They arrive and find themselves desperately in
need of hospitality. Notice that Jesus expects that someone will take them in. Someone will
feed them. Someone will give them the gift of hospitality. In that time and place, offering
hospitality to strangers and travellers was a given, the default position and people would
have been considered strange if they didn’t do it. Maybe it was a prominent citizen,
someone well off who offered hospitality. Or maybe it was someone like the widow who
sheltered Elijah, someone who barely had enough for herself. It is well known that it is
usually those who have the least who are willing to share what they have.

Jesus tells the messengers to go out with no resources. To eat whatever they are given,
even if the cooking is not great, or the food to their liking. | may have told you before, that in
Guatemala it is very insulting to not eat the food that is offered to you. This meant, on one
occasion, eating the same awful meat stew in at least different three villages, because meat
was an expensive luxury that could only be afforded on special occasions. The messengers
are also told to stay in the same house, not move around. They are told to heal the sick.
And they are told to accept rejection, as we heard in Luke last week that Jesus was

rejected by a Samaritan village and had to move on. If they are not offered hospitality, they
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are told to shake the dust off their feet and move on, don’t look back, keep moving forward.
For looking to the past, holding grudges and not moving on does nobody any good.

It is in the receiving and giving of gifts that the reign of God comes to human communities.
In the Jewish faith of the time, the expected Messiah had the task of turning the world right
side up, just as Jesus did. That’s why healing the sick is so important — it is a sign of the
reign of God. Healing the sick restores people to their families and to their roles in the
community, and that turns the world right side up. That’s why eating together is so
important. That is how the reign of God comes near. As we work to form a Mission
Partnership, hospitality — the giving and receiving of gifts is important. We are asked to
share the resources we have, so that all might have enough, might have what they need.
“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.” We don’t have 70 worship leaders, or
treasurers or safeguarding officers, but if we work together we can do the work, the mission
we are tasked with to bring about God’s kingdom. The churches have been tasked with
inviting each other to social events and joint worship services so we can get to know each
other better. We are asked to give and receive hospitality, so that we might grow together
as a community. Or as we are told in the letter to the Galatians — “let us work for the good of
all, and especially for those of the family of faith” — the family of faith in the six churches in
this particular part of Essex.

Like Luke, with his plentiful harvest, but few workers, Paul also uses a harvest metaphor -
“let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not
give up.” There is a lot of temptation to give up — there are so few URC ministers now, and
so few students wishing to be ministers, how can we manage? Maybe we should just give
up. The General Assembly is considering having only one Resource for Learning as our
theological colleges are now called, because of financial constraints and the lack of
students. The colleges will have to fight if they want the denomination to take education
seriously — and that is not just education for ministers, but training for lay leaders and elders
— people on whom the burden will increasingly fall to keep the show on the road. The
Church Life Review is working hard to reorganise the denomination and redistribute funds,
but the workers are few and the harvest difficult to bring in. Meanwhile, more and more
churches close. There is much temptation to give up. But Paul tells us to “bear one
another’s burdens, in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.” We will also lighten the load.
Living against the grain of the dominant order, that is the Roman Empire and worship of the
Emperor, is apparently taking its toll on the Galatian Christian community that Paul is writing
to. Symptoms of resistance fatigue and a sense of futility seem to be setting in among the

Galatian Jesus-followers, who are getting weary to the point of giving up. Paul finds words
o)
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of encouragement that are not lofty and dogmatic, but down-to-earth. Entering the world of
farming, he taps into deep sources of wisdom shared across cultures since ancient times.
Seeds and soils teach the most vital life-lessons that need to be remembered for our own
and God'’s sake: “Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow”
we’'re told in verse 7. Germination can take a long time, though. It stays invisible and thus
disputable. It is not for us to fabricate the growth or to look for immediate results, for the
earth and the seeds on their own and in their own time set free the power of growth and
fruit-bearing. Our part is to put the right seed into the right ground and water it, namely, to
do what is right and to work for the good of all, especially the family of faith.

Two times Paul’s letter uses the Greek term kairos, which stays hidden in translation as
“harvest time” in 6:9 and “opportunity” in 5:10. Yet kairos is the special time within ordinary
time when eternity redefines our mundane reality. For Paul it matters that we already now
live in this kairos time sown by the Spirit and moving toward the harvest of eternal life. This
is not a life above or apart from the earth in a faraway realm of otherworldliness, but the
faithful trust and experience, if often fleeting, that another world is possible and already
taking root while we are still trying to spread its seeds. Paul makes a pledge to plant a seed
right now - not despite but because of what we know: that the world in its old shape will

have to end. We should get planting too.

Hymn Brother, sister let me serve you R&S 474

Lord’s Supper

We remember, as we do at every communion service, the gift of the life and death of God’s Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. Come to this table, you who are beloved in Christ.

Come, not because you must, but because you may.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Loving God, the world you made is beautiful and full of wonder.

You made us, with all your creatures, and you love all that you have made.
You gave us the words of your prophets, the stories of your people throughout the generations,
and the gathered wisdom of many years.

You gave us Jesus, your Son, to be born and to grow up

in difficult times where there was little peace.

He embraced people with your love and told stories to change us all.

He healed those in pain and brought to life those who had lost hope.

He made friends with anyone who would listen and loved even his enemies.
For these things, he suffered. For these things, he died.

And he was raised from death and lives with you forever.

You give us your Holy Spirit, to teach and to strengthen us,

to remind us of Jesus Christ and to make us one in him.

For all these gifts we thank you, and join with all your people

on earth and in heaven, in joyful praise, saying:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
This is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

Lord God, send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine, and upon your people,
that Christ may be with us, and we may be ready to live for you
and do what you ask of us, today and every day to come. Amen

On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, this is my body which is broken for you. Do this is remembrance of me. In the same way
he took the cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, Do this as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Sharing of bread and wine

Prayer after communion

Most gracious God, we thank you for what you have given us.

You have fed us with the bread of life and renewed us for your service.
Now we give ourselves to you, and ask that our daily living

may be part of the life of your kingdom, and that our love may be your love
reaching out into the life of the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Creating God, you reveal yourself through Jesus Christ,

Your Word, ever fresh for us, always healing and reconciling,

moving us on through the Holy Spirit.

Be with us now as we bring before you the needs of our world.

We pray, Compassionate God, for peace,

peace where there is warfare, justice where there is crime, love where there is hatred.
May Your Church be an agent of peace and reconciliation.

God, in your mercy...hear our prayer.

Incarnate Lord Jesus, your call to us continues to proclaim Your coming kingdom,

to forgive those we hate, to bring your love and healing where all seems gloomy.
Bless us as we seek to serve you in the world,

bless those who use these buildings week after week,

those who walk past searching for you, those who’ve popped in to explore,

and those who seek you. And help your church to be agent of proclamation

pointing to you and your unquenchable love. God, in your mercy...hear our prayer.

Most Holy Spirit, you drive us out beyond our comfort zones,
beyond the boundaries of our time, to see your dance in creation,
your love at work where we least expect,

and your judgement on our unjust structures and institutions.

Fill your Church with zeal to proclaim the Gospel,

an agent of Your grace exposing and fighting injustice,

calling the world to find, in You, rest for their restless hearts.
God, in your mercy...hear our prayer.
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Gracious God, we remember the concerns and prayers

that have been lifted up this past week by members of this congregation and community.
concerns and prayers that we now pray for with them:

For all those who are lonely, fearful or in pain

For those struggling with addictions and dependencies

that cripple their lives and harm the world about them...

For those who are ill and those who care for them

and for the dying and those who mourn.

God, in your mercy...hear our prayer.

Eternal Trinity of Love, hold in Your love those we now remember in the silence of our
hearts... God, in your mercy...hear our prayer.

And so we bring You all our prayers, Loving God, in the words Jesus taught us...Our
Father...

Hymn | have a dream (CH 710 tune Repton)

Blessing

Go forth from this place refreshed and empowered

to do the ministry to which God calls you:

Travel lightly, for you carry within you all that you need.

Notice God’s presence in simple, everyday experiences.

Whenever opportunity arises, labour for the good of all.

And the blessing and joy of God, our Creator, Healer, and Life-Giver
go with you today and always. Amen
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