Morning Service 13t July 2025
Colossians 1; Church Anniversary

Notices
Call to Worship Psalm 25: 1-10 (responsive)

Prayer

e Hymn -R&S 286 ‘Rejoice in the Lord always’ X 2
e Hymn- WF 66 ‘Lord I lift Your name on high’

Intro
Prayer

e Hymn-WF 85 ‘Sing of the Lord’s goodness’
Offering

Talk 1 — Birthdays/Anniversaries, incl Colossians 1: 1-11

e Hymn - R&S 603 ‘Lord for the years’ — VERSES 1&2 ONLY
Prayer

e Hymn - R&S 603 ‘Lord for the years’ — VERSES 3&4 ONLY leadinginto ...
POl — ending with ...

e Hymn - R&S 603 ‘Lord for the years’ — VERSE 5
Talk 2 — Past and present, incl Colossians 1: 1-11

e Hymn-WF 22 ‘For I’'m building a people of power’

Talk 3 — Future
Reading: Luke 5: 1-6

e Hymn-WF 40 ‘I hear the sound of rustling’

Blessing/sending



Call to Worship Psalm 25: 1-10 (responsive)
O Lord, | give my life to you.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies
triumph over me.
No one who trusts in you will ever be disgraced,
but disgrace comes to those who try to deceive others.
Show me the right path, O Lord;
point out the road for me to follow.
Lead me by your truth and teach me,
for you are the God who saves me.
All day long | put my hope in you.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and unfailing love,
which you have shown from long ages past.
Do not remember the rebellious sins of my youth.
Remember me in the light of your unfailing love,
for you are merciful, O Lord.
You are good and do what is right;
You show the proper path to those who go astray.
You lead the humble in doing right,
teaching them Your way.
The Lord leads with unfailing love and faithfulness
all who keep God’s covenant and obey it's demands.

Prayer

So good when we all get together to praise You Lord God. Your mercies are never
ending, Your unfailing love for us and faithfulness to us blesses us day after day.
Lord we ask now that Your will open our ears that we may hear Your Word;

Open our eyes that we may see Your world;

And open our hearts that we may love one another as You Lord Jesus love us.
Amen.

e Hymn-R&S 286 ‘Rejoice in the Lord always’ X 2
e Hymn- WF 66 ‘Lord | lift Your name on high’

Intro

Encouragement, we all need it don’t we! Positive words that give us a boost, help us
through tough times, enable us to do and be better in all sorts of ways.

There was a small church in a little-known town called Colosse, way back when the
apostle Paul was alive. They were lovely people, really loving Jesus and serving
those around them, but they were needing a bit of an encouragement. So the
apostle Paul wrote them a letter, that we find in our bibles in the book of
Colossians, before he visited them in person. Jim’s going to read the first part of that
letter from Colossians 1, and | want you to put your hand up (kids and ..!) when you
hear an encouraging or positive word or phrase, and I'll make a list of these words
on the flip-chart.



This is a letter to the saints in Colossae — faithful brothers and sisters in Christ, from
Paul, who was made an apostle of Jesus Christ by God, and from Timothy.

We give thanks for you all the time when we pray to Father God. We are so happy
to hear about your faith in Jesus and the love you have for all God’s people. You love
because you now have hope: a future reserved for you in heaven. You started to
understand this hope when you learned the truth of the gospel . This good news is
spreading throughout the world all the time and producing new believers. You took
hold of this gospel, and we have seen it bearing fruit in your lives, ever since you
came to a real understanding of God’s grace . Epaphras has told us all about the
love that God'’s spirit has given you.

We keep praying, asking God to fill you with wisdom and understanding so that
your lives are pleasing to God, bearing fruit of good words and actions. We pray
God fills you with strength to live out what you believe and to carry on when things
are tough, with patience and joy. You can thank the Father and be joyful, because
now you share an inheritance — the good things from God that belong to the saints
in light . God rescued us from the power of darkness, and we can know the joy of
being citizens of his kingdom of light, all because Jesus forgave us.

An

Thank you Jim @& . Wow! That’s a huge load of encouragement in such a short
passage.

All been given 3 questions about encouragement, anyone need a pen/pencil put
hand up. We’re going to hear some wafty music now and as it plays, want you to
think about and answer these 3 questions. You have the option to include your
name if you wish for prayers later, but you don’t have to.

Music

Go through questions one at a time, ask if anyone wants to share their answers.
(unveil jar and quotes, and on screen.) Here’s some encouragement that we can find
from God in the bible for us all. Stewards, if you could please find some young
volunteers to collect up all the papers in these baskets please.

Prayer

Open eyes and pray together the words in bold:
God of encouragement, You bless us by calling us by name:
we are encouraged by Your living Word.

You bless us by inviting us to serve You,

and we are encouraged by Your living Word.

You bless us through the lives of others,

and we are encouraged by Your living Word.

You entrust to us the ministry of blessing others,
that they may be encouraged by Your living Word.
To your glory Lord our God.

Lord God, it is easy:
to ask You to bless others, but to not bless them ourselves;
Forgive us when we let them down.



It is easy to ask for encouragement for others, but to not
encourage them ourselves;

Forgive us when we let them down.

It is easy to take others for granted and to not acknowledge
their worth or affirm their efforts;

Forgive us when we let them down.

It is easy to talk the talk but not show faith in action

or hope in perseverance.

Forgive us when we let You down, and reshape us to be more like Jesus,
in Jesus’ name.

Lord’s prayer in here and on screen.

Let’s sing some more praise to our fabulous God,
e Hymn-WF 85 ‘Sing of the Lord’s goodness’

Offering

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your abundant generosity. As we give our offerings today,
open our hearts to be more generous, reflecting Your love for us and all people.
Bless these offerings and enable them to take something of Your love to those who
need it most, and bless us to always be generous and cheerful givers. Amen.

Talk 1 — Birthdays/Anniversaries

Who likes birthdays? Who's not counting how many they’ve had any more?! Here’s
a story about a young girl, and those with a party blower, every time | say ‘Birthday’,
give us a blast on the party blower, just one though!! Have a practice now, just one
blow!!

It was Nancy’s birthday. She’s woken up early, too excited about her birthday to
sleep any longer. As she waited for the rest of the household to wake up, she found
herself thinking about her past birthdays. She thought of all those things she’d been
given in the past that so enjoyed back then, and how important those things had
been to her. But she was more grown up now, and she realised she didn’t need
some of those things anymore and they were taking up lots of space in her room.
She frowned in thought, then smiled to herself — she decided that she would give all
those old birthday present things to the charity shop so that other people could get
the same pleasure out of them as she had.

That made her even more excited about her birthday today, about the things she
would like for this birthday, and the things that would be a surprise, she always had
some surprises on her birthday!

She tried to imagine what the surprises would be, and how much she loved
birthdays, even other people’s birthdays because there was always birthday cake
and everyone shared the birthday food and fun.

And the more she thought, the more she realised that actually, the thing that really
made birthdays so very special, why she loved birthdays so much, was not actually
so much the things she would get, but the people who would celebrate her birthday



with her. That’s what made the day so wonderful, the love of the people she shared
it with.
PUT PARTY BLOWERS UNDER CHAIR, or with a responsible adult!!

A couple of weeks ago we celebrated the festival of Pentecost, when we remember
the day the Holy Spirit came to be with Jesus’ disciples. That was really the day the
church, the worldwide church was born, it was the birth-day of the whole of God’s
church. And today is a special day in this church’s calendar — it is the anniversary of
the day this church started here in this building, some 100 and .... years ago.

Birthdays and especially Anniversaries, are an opportunity to look back — for some
of us we look back and know we’re still young, for others of us we look back to how
young we once were!! Anyone have a favourite age that you’ve been, or would like
to be and why? (could be now). Me, 19 — not child any more, but not fully adult, so
still technically ok to be both with no pressure to be either!

What about birthday/anniversary surprises, anyone share those? My 40", my guitar.

In our story, Nancy looked back on her past years and thought about what had been
important to her. What can you think of that has been important, encouraging for
you in this church over the years (write on flip chart)? Could be an event, a person, a
hymn, an activity or organisation, atmosphere, concert, whatever? Alpha course
and house groups from that.

For the next hymn, which we’re going to sing in 3 sections, with a prayer between
each section. We'll start with verses 1 & 2, let’s stand to sing:

e Hymn - R&S 603 ‘Lord for the years’ — VERSES 1&2 ONLY

Prayer

Going to pray now, but we’ll use the letters of the word ‘Prayer’ as a guide, let’s

pray:

P — praise: think of something you’d like to praise God for, and pray your praise now
quietly to God.

R —request: tell the Lord about someone you know who needs help with something
right now.

A — A non-Christian: tell God the name of someone you would like to meet Jesus.

Y — your daily life: tell God about some aspect of your daily life you are concerned
about, or a concern you have for someone you love in their work/daily life.

E — elsewhere: pray for a concern you have in your home, school, workplace or
neighbourhood.

R —resources: speak to God about something you need, either physically or
spiritually.

Lord God, You have heard our prayers, You know our hearts. In Your mercy, grace,

love and kindness, receive our prayers and praise we ask. Amen.



Stay seated, let’s now sing verses 3 & 4 as the lead-in to our prayers of intercession,
when we pray for our world:

e Hymn - R&S 603 ‘Lord for the years’ — VERSES 3&4 ONLY

POI

Lord, for our land in this our generation, spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and
care. Lord, we think of the farmers in our land and the struggles they are facing
because of this continuing drought. Lord we ask for You to hasten the rains to come
water our land again.

We know there are many people addicted to something — computer games, alcohol,
money, food, etc. Lord we seek Your peace for every troubled soul and their
families.

For young and old, for commonwealth and nation.

Father You know every conflict in our world, down to every argument in every
house in every street. You know how harsh or cruel words can cause so much
misery, pain and hurt, in families, communities and nations. We long for Your peace
Lord, and pray that we may always strive to be peace makers ourselves. May our
words be as full of grace as we can be.

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt You, loveless in strength, and
comfortless in pain. Lord Jesus, so many people dismiss and deride You in our land,
and then wonder why there are so many problems facing our country, our world
and its leaders today. Yet there is a growing hunger for You everywhere. Father
God, help us to live lives that honour and acknowledge You, so that we may be one
small step forward for others to come to know You too.

Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You.

Lord Jesus, climate change is causing so much distress and hardship across our
world. We pray for those in power across the nations, that they will begin to
priorities feeding their people over fighting, sheltering their people over shelling
with bombs and bullets, healing and compassion over greed and power.

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Stay seated and let’s sing together the last verse of this hymn as the ending of our
prayer:

e Hymn - R&S 603 ‘Lord for the years’ — VERSE 5

Talk 2 — Past and present

Today is our church anniversary, and we’ve taken the opportunity to look back on
some of the ways this church has been so important to us. | hope it still is important
to you and will remain so in the future.



In the first part of Paul’s letter to the Colossian disciples, the one with lots of
encouraging and positive words Jim read through for us earlier, Paul looks to the
past, present and future of the Colossian church. Jim’s going to read some verses for
us from that letter as we think about Paul’s words:

He begins in the present — commending the Colossians for their faith (Colossians
1:3-4).

He flashes forward to the future — reminding them of the hope stored up for them
in heaven (Colossians 1:5),

and he has a flashback, reminding them and us of the sacrifice and forgiveness
made by Jesus on the cross, which makes all this possible (Colossians 1:20). He then
goes on to pray for several things that will enable them to grow in their wisdom and
understanding of Jesus and live fruitful lives for God, and | wonder whether these
should be things we should be praying for for this church here in Rayleigh too.

In verse 6, Paul prays for their living and growing in their faith, and bearing fruit for
God, (Colossians 1:6).(Kids, go find something that’s growing and bring here.
(pepper plant)).

In verse 9, Paul prays for their filling with more of God, (Colossians 1:9). (Volunteer
to come fill a jug of water).

And in verse 11, he prays for strengthening in their faith and lives for God,
(Colossians 1:11-12a). (Kids go find something that makes you strong (dumbbell)).

This filling, bearing fruit, and strengthening are to come about through the work of
the Holy Spirit within us. These should be our prayers too for one another,
encouraging one another in our walk with Jesus. God’s desire is to strengthen and
build us up as a church family, so let’s stand to sing about that now.

e Hymn-WF 22 ‘For I’'m building a people of power’

Talk 3 - Future

What do we need to be a ‘people of power’ for Jesus? A bit like Nancy in our story
earlier, we in this church have had many good presents over the years — things like
excellent teaching, the love and faith of those around us to reflect ion and give
thanks for. But now, this anniversary, maybe we need something more in order to
be God’s people of power, to be vibrant on our personal and communal faith.
Maybe this episode from Jesus’ life could give us a clue. Jesus asks Peter to do
something, but listen out especially for where Jesus asks Peter to do that thing.
Reading — Luke 5: 1-6

So, where did Jesus ask Peter to go? DEEPER!!
(from WFT 1.7.25)

Peter wasn’t expecting anything but more hard work, but Jesus had a bigger catch in
mind than Peter! In fact, they caught so many fish that their net broke because they
couldn’t handle them.



When you think small, you prepare accordingly. Scripture describes God as the God
who is ‘able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine, according to His
power that is at work within us’. As people of God we have the power (through the
Holy Spirit within us) to go beyond what we have already accomplished and do
more than we ever dreamed possible. God says He is prepared to open the windows
of heaven and pour out blessings so great, we won’t have room enough to handle
them (Malachi 3: 10).

The questions is, are we prepared for greater blessings (in this church) or simply
settling for the status quo?’

Jesus asked Peter and | believe is asking us all to go deeper with God, to
encouraging each other to seek more of God, to grow in our bible knowledge,
gaining wisdom through its pages, and through its teachings, be filled with the
power and fruitfulness of the Holy Spirit, to bring ourselves into a deeper
relationship with the Lord and bring others nearer to the love and salvation of our
Lord Jesus. Are you, are we as a church family ready to go deeper into life with
Jesus, into the abundant life God offers us here and now? Happy Anniversary.
Amen.

e Hymn-WF 40 ‘l hear the sound of rustling’

Blessing/sending

As we go out in the world today,

help us to treasure the encouraging words we have heard.

May our mouths be full of encouraging words for others.

Help us to look out for opportunities to deepen our relationship with You Lord,
And in doing so, make us ready for the blessing You have for us both as individuals,
And as this community of Christ’s Church here, now and in the future. Amen.



