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Christ Church United Reformed Church, Rayleigh 

Service 

Sunday 25 May 2025 

Sixth Sunday in Easter 

Order of Service 

 

Call to worship The Risen Christ is amongst us, breathing new vision 
into our imaginations; breathing new hope into our hearts; breathing 
new hope into our hearts, breathing new purpose into our actions. 
Risen Christ with all that is in us, we raise our voices to praise you. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, as we look forward to celebrating the day 
when your Son was called home to his rightful place at your right hand, 
help us always to strive to be like Him. Even although that is almost an 
impossible task for any human being, nonetheless, help us to be Your 
and His face in our local communities. AMEN 

Hymn: WF 19 “Come let us worship Jesus” 

Come let us worship Jesus, 
 King of nations, Lord of all 
 Magnificent and glorious, 
Just and merciful. 
Jesus King of the nations 
Jesus, Lord of all 
Jesus King of the nations 
Lord of all. 
 

Lavish our hearts’ affection, 
Deepest love and highest praise.  
Voice, race and language blending, 
All the world amazed. 
Jesus King of the nations etc. 
 
Bring tributes from the nations, 
Come in joyful cavalcades, 
One thunderous acclamation 
One banner raised. 
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Jesus, King of the nations etc. 
 
Come, Lord fill Your temple,  
glorify Your dwelling place, 
Till nations see your splendour 
And seek Your face. 
Jesus, King of the nations etc. 
 
Fear God and give Him glory, 
For His hour of judgement comes. 
Creator Lord Almighty, 
Worship Him alone. 
Jesus, King of the nations etc. 
 
Children’s time 

Prayer (incl. the Lord’s Prayer” Heavenly Father, who has created all 
things, we come to knell in adoration before Your throne of grace. We 
come to worship you but more importantly we come to acknowledge our 
shortcomings and failures, for although you created each one of us in 
your image, we know that we are far from perfect. 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for all the gifts that you have granted to 
us, different gifts for different people and we acknowledge that without 
you we are nothing. We give thanks especially for Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, the greatest of all gifts from you to humankind. He became 
human, was born as a baby boy and grew up to become a man, 
experience all the joys and sorrows of humankind. He was You in human 
flesh.  Yet through His crucifixion on the cross and his rising from the 
dead, he has promised those who believe in Him forgiveness of sins and 
everlasting life. 

We come before your throne of grace to acknowledge that there have 
been things that we have said or thought or actions that we have taken 
that have not found favour with you and equally there are things that we 
have left unsaid or actions that we have not taken, where a kind word or 
a comforting action like a hug would have gone a long way. Heavenly 
Father, strengthen us with your Holy Spirit, may your Son act as a light 
to guide us along the dark road along which we walk, so that when our 
time on earth is done, we can live with You and Your Son in your 
kingdom. We bring these our prayers to you in the name of your Son, 
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Jesus Christ who is our Saviour. Heavenly Father we unite our prayers 
with the prayer that Your Son, Jesus Christ taught his disciples, saying: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. AMEN 

Hymn WF5 “Amazing Grace!  how sweet the sound”  

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me; 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear,  
The hour I first believed. 
My chains are gone, 
I’ve been set free, 
my God, my Saviour has ransomed me. 
And like a flood His mercy reigns, 
Unending love, amazing grace. 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 
 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 
The sun forget to shine. 
But God, who called me here below,  
Will be forever mine. 
 
Collection 

Reading 1: Psalm 67 (Jim) 

Talk 1 

This psalm is very short and is very powerful, but it deals to my mind 
with an issue that not only affected the people of Israel in the days of 
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David, but still carries a message that is relevant today, whether we are  
Jew, Christian or Muslim, for that matter. 

Some worship leaders are very reluctant to preach on the Old 
Testament, possibly because of they are of the view that it is not relevant 
to Christians, only to Jews, because it is a book of laws that no longer 
apply to Christians. What a load of nonsense! What they forget that 
Jesus, himself, and all the disciples were Jews before they followed 
Jesus and His teachings. This statement shouldll be reinforced by our 
New Testament reading from John’s gospel. That view seems to me to 
disrespect what we now call the Old Testament. It belongs to us just as 
much as it did to the Jews of yesteryear or today. It has so many links to 
the New Testament as time and time again it is shown how Jesus was 
fulfilling what was written in the books of the Old Testament. 

So, what does this psalm say to us? Firstly, the psalmist reminds us that 
there was plenty of grace in those days too. He says in verse 1 “God be 
merciful to us and bless us” something that we ask of God regularly. 
After all, we sing the hymn from Rejoice and Sing “The Lord bless you 
and keep you” both at baptisms and, on occasion, as a blessing at the 
end of our service. 

With this abiding prayer Israelites were reminded that God wanted to 
bless His people, and this is exactly the same message to us as 
Christians in the 21st. century. God was gracious to Abraham, Ruth and 
Naomi, gracious in hearing the children of Israel cry out for deliverance 
out of Egypt and He is still gracious as he listens to our prayers given to 
Him through His Son Jesus Christ, who is indeed the greatest gift that 
God gave and continues to give to mankind. 

This psalm is slightly different in that it has a message for all nations. 
“Let all the nations be glad and sing for joy” is the opening line of verse 5 
and “Let the peoples praise you, O God”, is the opening line in verse 6. 
God has not changed! He has always been gracious to His people. Day 
by day, I learn more about God, not just by reading the New Testament, 
but reading and learning from the Old Testament also. 

As this psalms says, as I already mentioned, “Let the peoples praise you 
O God,” So let us all praise God here and now, Christians, Jews and 
Muslims, for although we may call Him by different names he is still God, 
who loves all his peoples. AMEN 

 

Hymn R&S 308 & 309 “Spirit of the living God” 

 



5 
 

1) Spirit of the living God,        2) Spirit of the living God, 
         fall afresh on me.                     Move amongst us all, 
         Spirit of the living God,             make us one in heart and mind, 
         fall afresh on me.                      make us one in love;   
         Melt me! Mould me!                  humble, caring,         
         Fill me! Use Me!                        selfless, sharing -                         , 
         Spirit of the living God,              Spirit of the living God, 
         Fall afresh on me.                      fill our lives with love!  
 
Reading 2: John Ch. 5 vv1-9 (Jim) 

Talk 2 

Earlier when looking at our Old Testament reading, I talked about how 
God was unchanging through the years in His love for His people. Here 
we have an example of that love exercised by His Son Jesus Christ. 

There were three Jewish feasts, which were feasts of obligation, these 
being Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles. Every Jewish male, who 
lived within 15 miles of Jerusalem were legally bound to attend them. 

John always shows us Jesua attending the great feasts, for Jesus did 
not disregard the obligations of Jewish worship. To him it was not only a 
duty but a joy to worship with His own people – another reminder of how 
the Old and New Testaments are irrevocably linked! In this case because 
Passover was in mid-April, it is more likely that this was the feast of 
Pentecost. 

So, Jesus arrives in Jerusalem, unusually he was on His own as there is 
no mention of the disciples. He found His way to a famous pool, whose 
name was either Bethseda, which means House of Mercy, or Bethzatha, 
which means House of the Olive. The better manuscripts have the latter 
as the name of the pool and there was a quarter in Jerusalem called 
Bethzatha. 

This pool was deep enough to swim in and underneath it was an 
underground stream which every now and again would bubble up and 
disturb the waters. The belief was that the disturbance was caused by an 
angel and the first person to get into the pool after the troubling of the 
water would be cured. 

The scene is set then by John whose theme here is Jesus pushing 
boundaries by healing or acting on the Sabbath and how those around 
Him responded to Him.  Why so long? Probably because his disability 
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had always prevented him from being first in the waters after the 
disturbance. He had no-one to help him and now Jesus always the 
friend of the friendless and the helper of the person with no earthly help, 
steps forward to heal the man who had waited so long.  

However, exploring the theme of encounters changing direction, we are 
provided wondering questions about this man’s encounter with Jesus. It 
is not clear from the passage if the man by the pool even recognised 
Jesus as a local healer and preacher and it is fascinating that Jesus 
asked the man “Do you want to be healed” as if giving him an option, but 
no immediate reply was forthcoming. So, what does this mean? 

The first essential towards receiving the power of Jesus is an intense 
desire for it. Jesus is asking us as well as the man by the pool “Do you 
really want changed? If we are content deep in our hearts to remain as 
we are. Then there can be no change for us. 

Jesus went on to tell the man “Get up!”, which seems a silly thing to say, 
given his disability. However, Jesus is actually saying “Man, bend your 
will to it and you and I will do this thing together” How wonderful. God’s 
power never dispenses with human effort. We must realise our own 
helplessness and then miracles will happen when our will and God’s 
power co-operate to make them possible.  

In effect Jesus was commanding, not just asking, the man to do the 
impossible. The man could well have reacted with justifiable indignation, 
given that he had been lying by the pool for so long. But he made the 
effort and the thing was done. 

John is using this story to show us the road to achievement. There are 
so many things in this world which defeat us. When we have the 
intensity of desire and determination to make the effort, hopeless though 
it may seem, the power of Christ, the embodiment of God’s love for us, 
gets its opportunity and with Him we can conquer the things that have 
for a long time conquered us. 

As I talked about earlier, God’s love for us is unchanging, but for 
Christians it is through our Lord and Saviour that that love is shown and 
his as well as what John is teaching us, this is the second lesson we 
should absorb. AMEN 

 

Hymn: WF 21  “Come people of the risen king” 
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Come people of the risen King, 
who delight to bring Him praise. 
Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
to the morning star of grace. 
From the shifting shadows of the earth 
we will lift our eyes to Him, 
where steady arms of mercy reach 
to gather children in. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Let evert tong rejoice! 
One heart, one voice, O church of Christ rejoice! 
 
Come, those whose joy is morning sun, 
and those weeping through the night. 
Come those who tell of battles won, 
and those struggling in the fight. 
For His perfect love will never cease, 
but follow us through all our days 
with the certain hope of peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Etc. 
 
Come, young and old from every land, 
people of the faith. 
Come those with full or empty hands 
Find the riches of His grace. 
Over all the world His people sing – 
shore to shore we hear them call 
the truth that cries through every age: 
“Our God is all in all!” 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Etc. 
 
Prayer of Intercession (Sue) 

Hymn: R&S 558 “Will you come and follow me” 

1)Will you come and follow me,           2)Will you leave your self behind 
 if I but call your name?                            if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don’t know           Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same?                          And never be the same?  
Will you let my love be shown,                 Will you risk the hostile stare 
will you let my name be known,               should your life attract or scare 
will you let my life be grown                      will you let me answer prayer   
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in you and you in me?                               in you and you in me? 
 
3)Will you love the “you” you hide             
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
And never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
To reshape the world around 
Through my sight and touch and sound 
In you and you in me? 
 
4) Lord, your summons echoes true 
When you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
And never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 
Where your love and footsteps show, 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
In you and you in me. 
 
Dismissal (said) May the blessing of God Almighty; Creator Christ and 
Comforter, be with us all today and every day. 

 

(sung) WF 69 “May God’s blessing”. 

May God’s blessing be upon you now, 
May you know of His great love for you, 
May God’s blessing be upon you now, 
Right where you are. 
 
May God’s blessing be upon you now, 
May you know of His great love for you, 
May God’s blessing be upon you now, 
Right where you are. 
 
May God’s blessing be upon you now, 
May you know of His great love for you, 
May God’s blessing be upon you now, 
Right where you are, Right where you are. 
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