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Call to Worship (Psalm 148) 
Come, praise the eternal God!  All you in the heavens, angels above—praise God! 
Sun, moon, and stars in the sky—praise God! 
Dolphins and whales, fish in the sea—praise God! 
Lighting and thunder, snow and rain—praise God! 
Mountains and hills, desert and prairie—praise God! 
Fruit trees and cedars, flowers and weeds—praise God! 
Kings and presidents, prime ministers and judges—praise God! 
Men and women, young and old—praise God! Let them all praise the name of God! 
For God’s name stands alone, above all others; 
God’s glory shines over earth and heaven.  Let’s worship God together! 
 
Hymn   Praise my soul the King of heaven  R&S 104
 
Introduction/Children’s Time – Induction of Elders 
 
Prayers – responsive 
God whispers to each of us: you are my beloved, created in love for love. 
My spirit answers, Here I am, Lord. Speak to me anew. 
 
God breathes on us the Holy Spirit, knitting many members into one body, the body of Christ. 
Together we answer, Here we are Lord. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
God has yet more vision for the people. 
Who will work for God to extend God's kingdom into our hurting world? 
Here we are Lord. Empower us for your work. 
 
God calls the small, and helps them do great things. 
God calls the weak, and reveals their hidden gifts. 
God calls the rejected, and opens their eyes to their worth. 
Here we are Lord, humble and waiting. 
 
Then let us gather, old and young, small and great, to dream God's dreams, 
receive God's power, and do God's deeds. 
Here we are Lord. Shine the light of your love on us. Kindle your Spirit within us. 
Work your redeeming will in us, that all the world may be one 
through the power of your love.  Amen. 
 
Induction – affirmations and questions. Includes reading The Nature Faith & Order of the URC 
(R&S 761) 
 
Renewal of Commitment 
 
Hymn I, the Lord of sea and sky  Red Folder 41  
 
Offering   
God of love, you abide with us; you provide for all our needs and guide us in your ways. 
Out of gratitude for your care, we bring our gifts before you. 
Use them for your work of caring, that all may feast at the table of abundance, 
walk without fear, and drink deeply from the cup of compassion. Amen. 
 
Children leave for Sunday Club

Opening Prayers 
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Creator God, how we marvel at the world you have made  
a world full of colour that feeds our imagination,  
full of texture that encourages our creativity,  
full of tastes that reminds us of meals shared with others,  
a world that shouts to you glory with every spectacular sunrise  
and lulls to sleep under a sky that sparkles with stars as the moon keeps watch.  
Thank you for all that you have given us in this amazing planet.  
 
Redeemer God, how we long to know you better.  
We read the gospels and are challenged as you heal the outcast, dine with the sinner  
and ask a Samaritan woman for water.  
Your actions encourage us to look beyond what we know and see God’s image in all people  
and see God at work in the places we least expect.  
 
Spirit God, in us and around us, you know our deepest regrets and our hopeful dreams 
We come seeking forgiveness for the times  
when we have loved ourselves and forgotten our neighbour,  
when we have thought we were right and ignored the reasoned voice  
when we have voiced words of judgement when they should have encouraged  
when we have acted in haste and hurt others.  
Forgive us and create in us a clean heart we pray. Amen 
 
Hymn  God is love, let heaven adore him  R&S 95     Timothy Rees 
 
Bible Readings: John 13:31-35 
   Acts 11:1-18 
 

The book of Acts tells us about the early church, so it is a good book to be following as we 

look to make changes to the way we do church in forming a Mission Partnership. 

In the statement concerning the Nature, Faith and Order of the United  

Reformed Church, which we read earlier, the church states this: 

We conduct our life together according to the Basis of Union in which we give expression 

to our faith in forms which we believe contain the essential elements of the Church’s life,  

both catholic and reformed; but we affirm our right and readiness, if the need arises,  

to change the Basis of Union and to make new statements of faith in ever new obedience 

to the Living Christ.  

This means we can change what we say we believe, I admire the humility of this – it is 

saying, we don’t know it all so there may be a time when we think differently. As we look at 

our reading from Acts, I get the impression that this is what is happening as Peter relates 

his story to those waiting for him in Jerusalem. Up until now they have thought they knew 

what they believed, and this was that all Gentile believers should follow the dietary laws 

and ritual practices of the Jewish faith and that any Gentile male believer should therefore 

be circumcised. What we find is that as they listen to Peter, they realise that maybe they  

got it wrong. 
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In the previous chapter we get the full story of Peter’s vision while in Joppa and his 

encounter with Cornelius at Caesarea. The news of what happened seemed to spread like 

wildfire so by the time Peter arrives back in Jerusalem people are waiting for answers. His 

critics are simply referred to as the circumcised believers and they have one simple  

question for Peter – “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Doesn’t 

this sound very similar to the charge that was raised against Jesus when he was accused 

of eating with sinners? As Peter gives his answer, he doesn’t give his listeners a detailed 

justification or even spiritual evidence to back up what he says, Peter simply and clearly 

answers the question by telling his story.  

It all began, starts Peter, when I was praying and went into a trance. While in the trance I 

had a vision in which I saw this cloth coming down from heaven. On the cloth there were 

all kinds of animals, and I heard a voice telling me to kill and eat. When I looked closely, I 

saw animals that we’re not allowed to eat. I thought I haven’t broken the diet laws, and I  

wasn’t planning to start now but God had different ideas. When I voiced my concerns, my 

views were challenged and the voice from heaven said that it was improper to call 

anything that God had created unclean. The cloth descended three times before it was 

finally taken up into heaven and disappeared. As the cloth disappeared three men from 

Caesarea arrived at the house where I was staying. I felt prompted by the Spirit to go with 

the men and felt that I wasn’t to make any distinction between them and us. When we  

arrived in Caesarea, we went to the house of Cornelius, a Roman Centurion. Cornelius 

told me how he had seen an angel who told him to send for me and that I would bring a 

message through which he and his entire household would be saved.  

I was taken aback and wasn’t quite sure what to say, so I started talking about Jesus and 

some of his teaching and as I spoke the Holy Spirit fell on everybody in the room. It 

reminded me of that day in Jerusalem, when everyone heard the word in their own 

language and received the Spirit. It was amazing to see, God giving the same gift to the 

Gentiles that God gave us. I didn’t really have anything to do with what happened, it was 

God’s work. When Cornelius invited us to stay for a meal, how could I refuse, what excuse 

I could have given that didn’t sound rude and patronising and what difference did it really 

make because we were all filled with the same Spirit. When I thought about it later, I 

thought if God gives Gentiles the same gifts as the Jews received who am, I that I should 

hinder God. God’s plan is obviously bigger than we first imagined and to be there and 

witness the Holy Spirit at work, well it has changed my thinking completely. 

Peter finished his story and began to wonder what the people would say. There was 

silence as everyone considered Peter’s words carefully. Before the silence got to 
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uncomfortable stage, everyone began praising God as they accepted the truth of Peter’s 

story and recognised its implication – God had given the Gentiles the same Spirit that 

brought repentance and lead to eternal life. This was certainly something to celebrate.  

It is reassuring to know that some of the things we find difficult to accept, like God’s 

outrageous grace and total inclusion, was also difficult for the early apostles to accept. 

However, the phrase that stands out for me the most in this passage is Peter’s words “If 

then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” This phrase gives us reassurance, but it also  

brings many challenges to us within the Church. It is really reassuring that no one is 

excluded when it comes to God’s love, grace and forgiveness. John 3:16 states that “God 

so loved the world…” and in pouring the Holy Spirit out upon this Gentile household, God 

was confirming in a very visual way that what Jesus achieved through his death and 

resurrection was not for some elite group of people in one time and place, but for all 

people in all ages. This means that all of us are included. It means that even though some 

parts of society would seek to exclude people for being gay, or disabled, or neurodivergent 

or any other criteria that this world judges us by, God does not exclude but extends  

loving arms out towards each of us. 

But, this passage also raises challenges for us as Christians, because it forces us to think 

about how welcoming and accepting of people we are, when it comes to our Church 

fellowships. We don’t like to think of ourselves as unwelcoming but being made to feel 

welcome is not just about people speaking to another person, our lack of welcome to new 

people can manifest itself in other ways, for example, not knowing what to do during a 

service with regards to standing for hymns, or sitting for prayers; or the language we use, 

the way we gender God or not, the layout of our worship space, access to printed 

materials in a format that is appropriate, or whether people can see the screen or not, or 

how we advertise our services so people know when we meet. I could keep going  

but you get the idea.  

This statement is challenging because we also have to confront our own biases and 

prejudices and admit that sometimes we think that people are unworthy. Maybe they have 

done something that we consider unforgiveable, or they live a lifestyle that we find 

unacceptable. In times like this we can find it hard to understand why God would pour the 

Holy Spirit into their lives or we find it hard to acknowledge that God loves everyone. 

This statement is challenging because if we accept that that is the way God loves and 

works then it has implications for us. If God loves unconditionally, then we are also called 

to love unconditionally and that can leave us feeling scared and overwhelmed. 
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This statement is challenging because like Peter we too have to recognise that we cannot 

hinder God and God will work in our lives, whether we want that to happen or not. Our only 

response is to accept this amazing and outrageous gift from our all too generous and 

loving God and seek to share a little of what we have received with others. Next time you 

think someone is unworthy of God’s love, the next time you see a homeless person and 

you think they have brought it on themselves, for example, think about Peter’s words “If 

God gave them the same gift that God gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who was I that I could hinder God?” and consider what this means to you as a follower of 

Christ. 

 
Hymn  There’s a wideness   R&S 353      F.W. Faber 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Faithful God, we come before you now with our prayers for others.  
We don’t need to tell you what is going on in our homes, communities, country or in the world,  
but there are things that concern us, there are things that unsettle us,  
there are things that we can’t begin to understand,  
and so with reassurance that you hear and answer our prayers we lift our voices to you.  
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those who have been made to feel rejected by God because of the actions of the 
Church… Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those who are seeking a welcome in our country because  
their own country is no longer a place of safety… Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those across the world affected by climate change and environmental damage… 
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those who will not consider that maybe there is an alternative point of view….  
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
We pray for places of war, conflict, of political unrest, of danger….  
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
We pray for all those known to us who are sick, carers, those in hospital and those who mourn… 
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer 
 
All these prayers we bring together in the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us: Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn    A new commandment  R&S 745  Sung twice  
 
Blessing   
Holy God, help us to accept the inclusiveness of your gospel.  
Encourage us to see your image in everyone we meet. 
Continue to change us with your Spirit so that we may love others as you love us.  
May the love of God, the compassion of Jesus and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you today and always. Amen. 
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