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Call to Worship   
Let us begin this day by rejoicing! 
The Lord has done such wonderful things for us. Let us be glad! 
The day before us is uncertain. We know not what we will encounter on our way. 
Wherever we go, we go forth as people of the living God, 
And we go forth to touch the lives of all with his healing touch. 
Let us begin this day with rejoicing and return to our homes with gladness! 
 
Hymn     To God be the glory  R&S 289

Children’s time  
 
Offering   
Though we could be resentful, we come to give thanks. 
Though we could be complaining, we come to offer appreciation. 
Though we could be upset about what we lack, we come in gratitude for what we have. 
As we enter now into this time of worship carrying seed to sow, singing songs of joy, 
rejoicing together let our gifts be like seeds planted and watered that they may bring forth 
a great harvest of good for your kingdom. 
God, receive these gifts by your grace. Multiply and use them through the power of the Holy Spirit 
to accomplish Christ’s work of love in the world. Amen. 
 
Hymn    May the fragrance of our Jesus  

  tune: She’ll be coming round the mountain when she comes (trad. children’s song) 
 
May the fragrance of our Jesus fill this house, 
may the scent of Jesus’ presence fill this house, 
may the fragrance of our Jesus 
now surround us, bless us, please us, 
may the scent of Jesus’ presence fill this house. 
 
May the love and joy of Jesus fill our lives, 
may the hope and help he gives us fill our lives, 
may the love and joy of Jesus 
now engulf us, bless us, seize us, 
may the hope and help he gives us fill our lives. 
 
May God’s constant lovingkindness heal our world, 
may God’s justice and God’s mercy heal our world, 
may God’s constant lovingkindness 
fill us daily, use us, send us, 
may God’s justice and God’s mercy heal our world. 

        John Miller Campbell

Children leave for Sunday Club 
 
Opening Prayers of approach and confession 
We come with our prayers and praises today, most Holy Spirit, courage in our darkness.  
We know you are solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner and the splendour of the Living God.  
We sense your presence as perfume in the air, as static electricity ready to crack,  
as the warmth in our souls, and we bring You our thanks and praise.  
 
We come with our prayers and praises today, Lord Jesus,  
for in the face of death you offer life, in the face of anger you offer calm.  
in the face of gloom, you offer light.  
We hear Your call to understand and love our world, 
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even as we try to make sense of all that goes on in it.  
We hear Your insistent voice telling us to tell truth,  
heal wounds, and stand up for righteousness, and so we bring You our thanks and praise.  
 
We come with our prayers and praises today, Eternal God,  
yet we know we have failed: we have failed to recognise you amongst us  
preferring to see only ourselves.  
We have failed to see you in the poor and the least, preferring only to see the great.  
We have failed to see you in the gloom, preferring only to see the shadows.  
We have failed to tell Your truth, preferring the lies of our world.  
Forgive us, O God, and wake us up, that we might bring You our thanks and praise.  
 
Like a father running to welcome an estranged child,  
like a mother gathering her young to herself, like a rock on which we stand,  
God is loving and faithful. Where there is true repentance God forgives our sins;  
so turn back to God, accept the love that is offered,  
forgive others, and have the courage to forgive yourselves, that you might be free. Amen. 
 
Hymn    Come, bringing hope (CH 257)  Thora to play on piano 
 
 Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 
            Singing, we gladly worship the Lord.         
            Those who are travelling the road of life 
            sow seeds of peace and love.   (repeat) 
  
Come, bringing hope into a world of fear, 
a world which is burdened down with dread, 
a world which is yearning for a greater love 
but needs to be shown the true way. 
            Singing, we gladly worship..... 
  
Come bringing joyfully in both your hands 
some kindling to light the path to peace, 
some hope that there is a more human world 
where justice and truth will be born. 
            Singing, we gladly worship..... 
  
Whenever hatefulness and violence 
are banished for ever from our hearts, 
then will the world believe the day is near 
when sadness and pain shall find their rest. 
            Singing, we gladly worship...... 
 

Guatemalan trad. English – John L. Bell

Bible Readings: Psalm 126 
                                   John 12:1-8 
 
Each of our three readings today, the two we have just heard read and the reading from 

chapter 43 of the prophet Isaiah all deal with political issues. The context for the reading 

from Isaiah is the exile of the Jewish people in Babylon. The people believed in God yet 

wondered why God had allowed this traumatic event to happen. Isaiah tells them not to 

remember ‘former things’ or think about the past for God is about to do a new thing. The 
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prophets reacted to exile in different ways; Jeremiah and Ezekiel understood it as 

punishment by God on an unfaithful people but the writer of this part of Isaiah writes later 

during the reign of Cyrus who had defeated Babylon and saw things differently. Cyrus 

changed the political situation allowing exiles to return home and is generally considered as 

someone God used to bring about beneficial change. The writer of Isaiah sees God at work 

in the political shifts of his age and so brings comfort to the people. The same God who 

brought the Jews out of Egypt will bring them out of Babylon. This new exodus will be an 

example of God’s steadfast love. He saw Jerusalem’s punishment as being over and 

redemption being at hand. He asserted God’s ability and willingness to intervene in daily 

life. Liberation is promised for God’s chosen ones so they may again sing God’s praise. 

To a people in exile Isaiah offered hope and the light of God’s presence; not just spiritual 

strength but tangible acts of love: streams in the desert for the journey, safety in danger, 

hope in despair.  

Psalm 126 is paired with the Isaiah reading as it is thought to date from after the return from 

exile. The nature of Hebrew verbs means it’s difficult to get the tense – this may be a song 

thanking God for what God has already done, or it may be a dream of what God will do. It 

continues the joy of the Isaiah passage, a joy we may find hard to understand. In our 

contemporary world we know of people in exile but are taught to think of those people as 

having some sort of choice about it – ‘economic migrants’ we call them, or ‘illegal 

immigrants’ as though any human can every be illegal. (I was briefly illegal while living in 

the US, but that’s another story!) We realise things are bad for asylum seekers and 

refugees in the West, but we comfort ourselves by believing it’s better for them here than in 

their home countries. However, we have no idea of the pain of dislocation, the 

disorientation of exile, the yearning for a land that gave meaning and cultural belonging 

alongside the fear of being returned to life limiting, or life-threatening regimes. 

The psalmist’s joy could be about promises still to come and, if we link them with Jesus’ 

words about bringing freedom, we start to think about who the captives in our society are. 

Something we studied a bit at Monday’s Lent study group when we looked at when Jesus 

reads from Isaiah, saying he has come to bring good news to the poor and release to 

captives. 

• We might think of the poor forever condemned to go to loan sharks, kept ever in 

unmanageable, and criminal debt. (Michael Sheen’s Million Pound giveaway Channel 4) 

• We might think of victims of what we call ‘modern’ slavery, trafficked into the country to 

work in car washes, massage parlours,  or the homes of the rich.  
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• We might think of the woman trapped in a violent relationship unable to leave due to fear 

for herself and her children.  

• We might think of the addict trapped into criminal activity to fund their addiction. 

What might release look like for them? How might God be at work through the church with  

the captives in today’s world?  

Our psalm could be interpreted as looking forward rather than back. Our Gospel reading 

from John is also a mix of looking back, to the raising of Lazarus, and forward, to Jesus’ 

betrayal and death. There’s an elaborate context, of course, to this passage; a  

context which is deeply political. 

The opening scene in John 12 boldly claims the enduring power of life and love in the face 

of death and hostility. The author is careful to name all three siblings at the heart of the 

story: Mary, Martha, and the formerly dead Lazarus. The anticipated stench of death in 

chapter 11 is now replaced with the extravagant perfume of Mary’s grateful devotion. But 

death is not yet finished. The leaders are plotting to kill Jesus as we saw in chapter 11. 

They are also planning to kill Lazarus as we are told in verse 10 – “the chief priests planned 

to put Lazarus to death as well, as it was on account of him that many Jews…were 

believing in Jesus.” Surrounded by these movements toward death, we find this celebration 

of the life that Jesus has given. 

Mary’s actions are the centre of attention, but we should not ignore the other siblings. 

Martha is described as “serving,” as a disciple of Jesus should. Lazarus is described as 

“reclining” with Jesus at the table, a description that reappears in chapter 13 to describe 

“the disciple whom Jesus loved” at the Last Supper. All three have been transformed by 

Jesus into faithful disciples. Yet it is Mary’s action that is the focus of wonder and scandal. 

She is at Jesus’ feet as she was in chapter 11 when she pleaded with Jesus for her brother, 

but the grief and anger of that previous scene is now replaced with overflowing gratitude. 

One of the problems with this story, is that it appears in all four Gospels, and it can get 

confused with accounts from the Synoptic Gospels, where the woman in question is not 

Mary, but some nameless woman, and the action takes place at Simon’s house, not the 

house of Jesus’ friends in Bethany. Except for the story in Luke, all these accounts include 

Jesus declaring that this anointing has been for his upcoming burial. This claim takes on an 

added dimension in John’s account because Jesus has just raised Mary’s own brother from 

the tomb, undoing that burial. Without denying the reality of the upcoming death, Mary’s 

presence here also points to the upcoming resurrection. She knows the brutality of death, 

but she also knows that the grave cannot hold Jesus. 
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It is a bit surprising that Mary anoints not Jesus’ head, as the woman in Matthew and Mark 

does, but his feet. Next week we will hear how Jesus enters Jerusalem as the Messiah, the 

Anointed One - anointed not on his head, as was expected for a king, but on his feet. He is 

anointed not by the high priest but by a woman. Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and his identity 

as Messiah does not fit neatly into any preconceived expectations. Even though Mary’s 

action here is not described as washing Jesus’ feet, we should see her as an image of the 

discipleship and love that Jesus will model and command for his followers as he washes 

their feet in John 13. The verb for “wiping” the feet is used to describe only these two 

scenes. Mary engages in this kind of service even before the command is given. The power 

of the witness of Mary’s discipleship in this story is that she knows how to respond to Jesus 

without being told. She knows how to serve even before Jesus teaches it at the Last 

Supper. 

Mary pours out about a year’s salary (that is what 300 denarii was equivalent to) onto 

Jesus’ feet. She pours it all out, withholding nothing. Indeed, there is so much ointment that 

she needs to soak some of it up with her hair. No wonder Judas is shocked by the waste. 

Mary is the image of faith just as Judas is the image of unfaithful deceit. On the surface, 

Judas seems to have a good point. He taps into the deep biblical concern for the poor, but 

the author indicates that Judas does this only because he would like to line his own pockets 

with the money, though the text does not say that the perfume was paid for from the 

common purse. It would not be difficult to come up with current examples of those who 

claim to be on the side of the poor while actually siphoning resources away from them. In 

the end, even characterizing Judas as a thief is not enough for this Gospel writer to account 

for his betrayal of Jesus, though it does point us ahead and prepare us for how evil will 

possess Judas and set in his betrayal. 

Too often Jesus’ reply to Judas in verse 8 has become an excuse for not trying to do more 

(or anything at all) to alleviate poverty or help the poor. That is not Jesus’ point. Rather, if 

Judas cares so much about the poor, he will have plenty of opportunity to show that with 

the same kind of surprising dedication Mary has shown to Jesus. The same is true for us - 

note that the “you” in verse 8 is plural.  

So what do we do with all this political context from today’s readings – the plotting for Jesus’ 

death, the wonderful things God has done and will do, and the seeing God at work in  

the politics of the age? With Isaiah we may wish to look at our politics and wonder where 

God is at work. We need to look for where God is at work in unexpected places with unlikely 

people and where there’s hope in the gloom. We might think about ways in which churches 

are helping in the divine work of setting captives free – like the Churches for Rayleigh plan 
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to set up a CAP debt advice service. Are there other ways we could help people, or at least 

change the narrative of people being poor and in debt because of mismanagement or 

spending on things we think they don’t need? Can we change the dominant narrative 

around immigration and look for ways to influence politicians to treat refugees more 

humanely? 

Our Gospel passage is profoundly political when read in the context of the establishment’s 

fearful reaction to Jesus’ ministry – just read chapter 11, where the High Priest Caiaphas is 

looking to kill Jesus. When bringing life in resurrecting Lazarus, Jesus poked the forces of 

death, and they reacted. The High Priest wanted the Romans not to be upset, and the 

people kept calm. It’s tempting to go along with the quiet life, and not to turn against the tide 

or rock the boat, but it’s a temptation we are called to resist. 

Mary may lead the way for us. Her action had greater meaning than she probably realized. 

It was loving and extravagant, but its meaning is finally given by how Jesus takes it up and 

makes it a part of his own mission. Because of the life that is ours through Jesus’ death, our 

actions too may be taken up into God’s purposes and so be filled with worth and meaning 

beyond the waste that they sometimes seem to be. 

 
Hymn  Take my life and let it be  R&S 371 
 
Lord’s Supper  
Lord Jesus,  let your presence amongst us be like costly perfume that heightens our senses  
and increases our awareness, so that we may see you clearly, follow you more closely,  
and, as we take up our crosses, bear witness to your costly grace. Amen. 
 
We remember, as we do at every communion service, the gift of the life and death of God’s Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Come to this table, you who are beloved in Christ.  Come, not because you must, 
but because you may.   
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Eternal God, before the ages began you formed the heavens and the earth,  
the moon and the stars proclaim your glory, and all that was created sings your praise.  
You make humanity in your own image, intending us to glorify and enjoy you forever.  
Again and again, we turn away from your love,  
despite the guidance of your Law and the warnings of your prophets.  
In the fullness of time, you emptied yourself of all but love and dwelt with us.  
O Jesus, our Saviour, you proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for prisoners,  
sight for the blind and liberation for the oppressed,  
but we preferred to turn away from freedom  
choosing earthly powers over your Kingdom and nailed you to the Cross.  
Yet you defeated the powers of death and evil  
and revealed a new life for all who follow you.  
And your Son Jesus Christ was raised from death and lives with you forever. 
You give us your Holy Spirit, to teach and to strengthen us, 
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to remind us of Jesus and to make us one in him. 
For all these gifts we thank you, and join with all your people 
on earth and in heaven, in joyful praise, saying:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
This is the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died  
Christ is risen  
Christ will come again. 
 

Lord God, send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine, and upon your people,  
that Christ may be with us, and we may be ready to live for you 
and do what you ask of us, today and every day to come. Amen 
  
On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and said, this is my body which is broken for you. Do this is remembrance of me. In the same way 
he took the cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, Do this as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Sharing of bread and wine 
 
Prayer after communion 
Most gracious God, we thank you for what you have given us.  
You have fed us with the bread of life and renewed us for your service. 
Now we give ourselves to you, and ask that our daily living  
may be part of the life of your kingdom, and that our love may be your love 
reaching out into the life of the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession   
Eternal One we bring our prayers for our world, the Church, and those we love to you.  
O Holy God Most High, we remember before you the nations of our world,  
swayed with disinformation and hate, where borders, social norms, and institutions  
are threatened by the lies of evil men.  
We pray for those called to lead in these times, that they may resist the lies that surround us,  
speak truth to new empires and maintain democracy. 
We pray especially today for Gaza, Palestine and Ukraine – may the various attempts at peace  
come to fruition and bring about a permanent and just peace in these countries and all those around 
the world where conflict and violence reign. Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer.  
 
Risen Lord Jesus, with extravagant generosity, gratitude, and love You were anointed for death.  
Teach us to have the same generosity, gratitude, and love  
as we care for those on the move in search of safety, for those learning to live in exile,  
for those trafficked into the UK into modern forms of slavery,  
and for all held captive by the evil forces seeking only profit.  
We pray also for all those forced to move due to climate change, for those experiencing drought, 
heatwaves and fires; for those experiencing storms and floods, and for all those affected by the 
recent earthquake in Myanmar and Thailand. Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer.  
 
Most Holy Spirit, we bring before you those known to us in any kind of need – the sick, those who 
care for them, the dying and those who mourn…. Silence  
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We hold them in Your great love and pray they feel the comfort of Your presence.  
Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer.  
 
Eternal Trinity of Love, hear the prayers we bring before you, as we pray as Jesus taught 
saying…Our Father.  
 
Hymn  You shall go out with joy R&S 415     Sung 3 times 
 

Blessing   
Like Mary anointing Jesus, when we see the body of Christ still broken in this world, 
may we meet it with lavish grace and pour ourselves out with extravagant love. 
And may the grace of God, the love of Jesus, and the transforming power of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us now and remain with us always. Amen 
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