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Call to Worship (Psalm 27) 
God is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 
God is our shelter and refuge on the days of trouble, 
and our hope and joy on the days of celebration! 
Day after day, we seek God’s face and the assurance of God’s holy love: 
O God, do not turn from us or hide your face from us! 
Be our guide and our light instead! 
Beloved of God, enter this worship in thanksgiving, for God is among and within us! 
 
Hymn   All my hope on God is founded  R&S 586    Joachim Neander 
 
Offering   
O God, may Your grace come close to those whose grace is spent.  
Let our gifts give love when hearts are tired or sore and hope is bruised  
or bent. Through these gifts may Your will be done, and all know that Your grace is here to stay. 
Accept our gifts for your work in the world, and to you be the glory and praise always. Amen 
 
Hymn  God is love  R&S 95       F. W. Faber

Opening Prayers 
Gracious Light-Bearer, into the shadows of our isolation you speak words of life and community. 
Challenger of our lives, you call us from places we call home 
to lead us more deeply into the world you love. 
With your gentle, healing touch you redeem the broken places of our lives 
and you heal the wounded places of the earth. 
Inspire our worship here this day, so that we may receive liberation in your word, 
and be filled to overflowing to share your reconciling love throughout the earth. 
 
Holy Loving God, as we journey with Jesus through this season of Lent,  
we remember the wilderness, where the seeds of his calling took root  
as he planted wholeness, rather than egotism; watered with integrity, rather than achievement;  
nourished with love, rather than fear.  
We give thanks for Jesus’ wise choices; we praise the Spirit’s abundant growth;  
we worship you, Holy Source of all Life.  
As we travel through Lent, may we grow in Jesus’ image:  
planting seeds of wholeness and turning away from egotism;  
watering with integrity and turning away from achievement;  
nourishing with love and turning away from fear.  
That we may be strengthened by your wisdom, flourish as we trust your abundance,  
and blossom in your loving companionship. Amen. 
 
Hymn  Fairest Lord Jesus  R&S 273 
 
Bible Readings: Psalm 27 
   Luke 13:31-35 
 

Our gospel reading today only gives us five verses, and a rather strange five verses at that, 

with Jesus declaring Jerusalem to be the city that kills prophets. It also includes the 

delightful image of Jesus gathering Jerusalem’s children as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings; and the phrase used in our Communion liturgy – blessed is the one who comes 

in the name of the Lord. So, this handful of verses packs quite a punch, but we need to 

unpack it a bit to understand what’s really going on. 
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Firstly, we need to put them back in their context, within the wider narrative of Luke, which 

starts in chapter 9, the story of Jesus moving from Galilee towards Jerusalem and all that 

will happen to Jesus in Jerusalem. We are of course in Lent, so we too are now on a 

journey towards Jerusalem, to the stories of Palm Sunday, and the Last Supper, Jesus’ 

rejection, betrayal, arrest and crucifixion. Whatever else these five puzzling verses are 

about, they are set within an intentional narrative in Luke’s gospel set in Galilee, but looking 

toward Jerusalem, and all that the city means and represents. 

This context begins to help make sense of the beginning of verses 31-35. Pharisees 

approach Jesus, warn him about Herod, and urge him to move on. The text does not 

speculate on the motives of the Pharisees. The Pharisees are often portrayed as the 

baddies because of their strict adherence to the Jewish law, which Jesus often criticizes, 

but at least the Pharisees did not collude with the oppressors as the Sadducees did. The 

Sadducees also strictly observed the law, but they were the political and religious elite, 

made up of wealthy, priestly families, who did collude with the Roman Empire. The 

Sadducees collaborated, partly because Rome forced them to, but also because it was to 

their economic advantage to do so. But not the Pharisees. They generally held themselves 

separate from Roman culture. So, it would seem they are genuinely warning Jesus of 

danger. Their act of protection shows them to be allies. 

In verse 32, Jesus ignores their warning. He tells them to go and tell Herod the fox that he 

has things to do today and tomorrow, but on the third day he will finish his work. Does this 

allude to Jesus rising on the third day? It is important enough for Jesus to repeat it and then 

go on to say that then he must be on his way to Jerusalem, for Jerusalem is where prophets 

are killed. The fact that Jesus views it as more urgent to go to Jerusalem to do God’s will 

rather than to heed death threats from Herod, indicates that the ultimate concern for Luke in 

telling this story is theological – it is about God stuff, not just a story about Jerusalem.  

The other contextual thing we need to remember is that at the time Jerusalem was the 

centre of the world, at least for Jews. The centre of the world was in the Temple, which was 

in Jerusalem, and the precise centre was the Holy of Holies. In the middle of a city full of 

noise and commotion, the Holy of Holies was a dim, quiet place. Empty. Silent. It was the 

place where God’s finger touched the wild, chaotic world and held it still. It was a place that 

stood silent and empty most of the year, except for rare occasions, like Yom Kippur, on 

which a designated priest would enter the Holy of Holies to perform the necessary rites, 

because a place of such catastrophic importance was not to be trifled with.  

According to some ancient texts, the priest would enter that wholly other space, carry out 

ritual acts to bring the world back into balance, and then emerge and speak the Divine 
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Name to the waiting crowd. Jews did not, and do not, say the name of God as it is 

considered too holy to say aloud. The unpronounceable Divine Name is linked to the mercy 

of God, as well as to the word God spoke to create the world. So that would imply that when 

the priest emerged from the Holy of Holies, he would recreate the world by naming the God 

whose Name Is Mercy.  

In the middle of the clamour of Jerusalem, this juxtaposition of quiet and chaos is essential 

to this scene. This juxtaposition leads to the next thing to watch for: the way Jesus speaks 

about Jerusalem. Jerusalem kills the prophets. We might think that this means that Jesus is 

setting up a conflict between a religion centred on Jerusalem and one centred on the 

Messiah; between the organized, formalized, entrenched religion that he often criticized, 

and the freedom of the Christian.  

This kind of thinking tries to remake Jesus into a modern Christian, one who is not tied to a 

place, to a Temple, or to a priesthood whose job it was to bring the world back into balance. 

But Jesus was not a Christian, he was a Jew. In Luke’s story, Jesus comes from a family 

that goes up to Jerusalem for the pilgrimage festivals every year. Unless we remember and 

honour the sacredness of the place for Jesus, his words could sound like a rejection of the 

Jewish faith. This is not what these verses is about. It is about setting up Jesus to go to 

Jerusalem, a city he loves, yet that will be the place of his death. 

Jesus was a Jew of the first century, and Jerusalem was, for him, the centre of the world. 

When he says, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” he is grieving for a city that he loves, whose people 

he wants to take under his wing and protect like a mother hen. When Luke gives Jesus this 

line to speak in the story as it now stands, Luke is grieving for the city that was destroyed in 

70 CE when Rome crushed the First Jewish Revolt. Luke is putting these words in Jesus’ 

mouth many years later. Century is overlaid with other centuries, and the history of the city 

to which Jesus is headed is complex. When Jesus laments over the fall of Jerusalem, the 

allies join him. The Pharisees loved the city at the centre of the world as much as Jesus did, 

and they hated what Rome and the Jewish leaders who collaborated with the Empire had 

made of it.  

Many Biblical scholars break these five verses into two units. They argue that verses 31-33 

offer a saying that ends with the word Jerusalem while verses 34-35 voice a lament 

that begins with the two-fold repetition of the word Jerusalem. Some of them puzzle over 

the near repetition of the phrase “today, tomorrow, and the next/third day” in verses 32 and 

33. Could it be that there are two textual units here, barely hanging together by a repeated 

keyword, Jerusalem, and the repeated phrase about the three days that sounds like a 

passion prediction of Christ’s death and resurrection? Many Biblical scholars are also 
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baffled by the role of the Pharisees who issue the warning to Jesus. Are they acting as 

friends or not? The Pharisees are more often portrayed as questioning or contradicting 

Jesus than supporting him. But sometimes with too much study you can’t see the wood for 

the trees. So what is the bigger picture? 

Sometimes allies can come from unexpected places, and likewise friends can let you down. 

What has Ukraine’s greatest ally become of late, since Donald Trump took the helm? Was it 

the Pharisee’s who rejected and betrayed Jesus, or was it his closest friends, his disciples 

who denied they knew him, who couldn’t stay awake to pray with him, who betrayed him for 

a bag of silver coins? 

That a place you love can let you down. Jesus laments Jerusalem, the centre of his world, 

the place where he will meet his death. Jesus was hounded out of his home town, and 

killed in Jerusalem, the city he loved. 

And, this small snippet of one chapter of one gospel, is part of a bigger whole. It is part of 

Jesus’ journey from temptation, and ministry to his death, and part of his physical journey 

from Galilee to Jerusalem. It shows Jesus shrugging off the death threats and danger and 

carrying on with his work today, tomorrow and the next day, because it is God’s will. 

In 13:31-35 Luke joins together what may seem to us things that don’t go together. Set in 

the extended story that begins in chapter 9 and ends in Jerusalem, and with attention to 

Luke’s theological way of storytelling, the puzzling fragments begin to make a bit more 

sense. Jesus’ future is not Herod’s to decide. God is setting the travel agenda. For prophets 

like Jesus, Jerusalem is the place to move toward: it is both the focus of his prophetic task 

and the object of his prophetic pathos in lament. The text joins together Jesus’ prophetic 

resolve with his equally prophetic pathos of the mother hen. The image of Jesus it invokes 

is both fierce and vulnerable. The image of the hen holds together the tensions of the 

prophetic tradition as a whole even while it underlines the scandal of Luke’s vulnerable,  

crucified Lord. This is the contradiction we see throughout the Passion story – Jesus 

entering Jerusalem on a humble donkey, while his disciples and followers expected a 

conquering king. Jesus humiliated, betrayed, tortured and killed, doing the will of God, and 

yet  in the end conquering all in the resurrection. 

 
 
Hymn  Courage, brother! Do not stumble 
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Courage, brother! do not stumble, 
though your path be dark as night; 
there's a star to guide the humble: 
trust in God, and do the right. 
Let the road be rough and dreary, 
and its end far out of sight; 
foot it bravely; strong or weary, 
trust in God, trust in God, 
trust in God, and do the right. 
 
Perish policy and cunning, 
perish all that fears the light! 
Whether losing, whether winning, 
trust in God, and do the right. 
Some will hate you, some will love you, 

some will flatter, some will slight; 
heed them not, and look above you: 
trust in God, trust in God, 
trust in God, and do the right. 
 
Simple rule and safest guiding, 
inward peace, and inward might, 
star upon our path abiding, 
trust in God, and do the right. 
Courage, sister! do not stumble, 
though your path be dark as night; 
there's a star to guide the humble: 
trust in God, trust in God, 
trust in God, and do the right.

Norman MacLeod 

Prayers of Intercession  
God of hope, we pray for all in our world who are searching for a home,  
for security and supportive community. We think of people across our world today  
who are refugees due to war, violence and climate change.  
May your long story of hope strengthen them and transform our world.  
God of hope, may your Kingdom come may your will be done on earth as in Heaven.  
 
God of love we pray for all in our world who are held in bondage by addiction, abuse, poverty,  
oppressive laws, and cultural norms.  
May your long story of love strengthen them and transform our world.  
God of love, may your Kingdom come may your will be done on earth as in Heaven.  
 
God of justice we listen for your voice  
calling humanity today to be the community and the people  
you created us to be, where all life can flourish.  
May your long story of justice strengthen them and transform our world.  
God of justice, may your Kingdom come may your will be done on earth as in Heaven.  
 
God of peace we pray for all who are working in our world today  
for change through non-violence, vulnerability and grace.  
In our daily lives and in the long story of our world,  
may your way of peace steer us towards your Realm where all will know abundant life.  
God of peace, may your Kingdom come may your will be done on earth as in Heaven. 
 
Loving God, we pray for those whose strength is failing. We pray for those  
who are unwell, in body, mind or spirit. We pray for all those who work  
and serve in health and social care. In the silence of our hearts, we name  
those known to us in need…  
 
Loving God, we pray for those who are bereaved, and for those for whom sad 
anniversaries occur at this time. We give thanks for Your eternal promise  
that You will be with us always, even to the end of the age.   
 
Loving God, we pray for the church throughout the world, and the church  
families of which we are a part. We pray for our United Reformed Church:  
and we pray for the unity of the whole Body of Christ. We give thanks for Your  
faithfulness which never ends, and especially today we pray for our Church Meeting. 
Grant us wisdom in discernment and humility and compassion in speaking and listening. 
All these prayers we bring together in the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us: Lord’s Prayer 
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Hymn  Fight the good fight  R&S 496    J.S. B. Monsell
 
 
Blessing   
God is our light, our hope, our all in all: 
Blessed be God, now and forever! 
Christ is our home, our life, our joy: 
Blessed be God, now and forever! 
Our worship concludes; our service continues. 
Blessed be God, now and forever! Amen 
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