Morning Service 9" February 2025
Meetings and Mission

Notices
Call — prayer based on Psalm 67

° Hymn — WF 3 ‘All over the world’
° Hymn - WF 9 ‘Be bold, be strong’

Intro and Yes, No, Maybe game

Talk 1 - Simon Peter (from Luke 5: 1-11)

o Hymn - WF ‘I will make you fishers of men’ SUNG TWICE
Sketch: Jesus and Peter — The Call

Talk 2 - Meet Matthew and Simon

o Hymn — WF 2 ‘All | once held dear’
Prayer

Offering and Prayer

Talk 3 — Missionaries

o Hymn — R&S 740 ‘Tell out my soul’
Prayers

° Hymn — WF 7 ‘Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour’

Sending



Notices

Call — Ps67asaprayer

Lord God, thank You for calling us to be together here this morning. We lift our voices and hearts to
praise You for all You are and all the blessings You pour into our lives every day. Lord Jesus, may we make
a joyful noise to Your honour, and as we share this hour together, to learn more of you as we worship You
here today. Amen.

° Hymn — WF 3 ‘All over the world’
All over the world the spirit is moving,
all over the world as the prophet said it would be;
all over the world there’s a mighty revelation
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

All over His church God'’s Spirit is moving,

all over His church as the prophet said it would be;
all over His church there’s a mighty revelation

of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

Right here in this place the Spirit is moving,
right here in this place as the prophet said it would be;
right here in this place there’s a mighty revelation
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.
Roy Turner. SoF 12, JP 5, MP18 Copyright © 1984 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music

. Hymn — WF 9 ‘Be bold, be strong’
Be bold, be strong, for the Lord your God is with you,
be bold, be strong, for the Lord your God is with you.
I am not afraid (No! No! No!)
I am not dismayed, (Not me!)
For I’'m walking in faith and victory,
come on and walk in faith and victory

for the Lord your God is with you.
Morris Chapman. SoF 37, MP 49, JP 14 Copyright © 1983 Word Music Inc/ Word Music (UK)

Intro and Yes, No, Maybe game

Going to play a game. Going to ask some questions and you need to decide whether your answer is Yes,
No or Maybe. There is a place for each option and you can either go stand next to that option, or just
point to it!

Would you climb a tree? Do a head stand?

Jump into a swimming pool?  Jump into a swimming pool with your clothes on and no towel?

Go on a night walk? Jump out of a plane?

Watch the telly? Go to the cinema instead of coming to church?

Now, they were easy enough questions, but how easy do you find it to say yes to God, rather than No or
Maybe? Do you jump up and down shouting ‘Here | am God’; or are you more on the side watching other
people while you mull over the options?

In the Kingdom of God, we are never too young, nor too old, to say yes to God. God is continually
searching for people He can work with to be His hands and feet and love in this world.

Ok, after all that activity, let me tell you a story from Luke’s gospel Ch 5, about some people who said Yes
to God, and I'll need some help with the actions.

Talk 1 - Simon Peter (from Luke 5: 1-11)



One day, Jesus was standing beside the Sea of Galilee, which is actually a very big lake (BIG), squashed in
a crowd listening to Him teaching them, when He saw two boats (WAVY LINE) at the shore. The boats
(WAVY LINE) were empty because the fishermen (THROW NETS) had got out of them to wash their nets.
One of the boats (WAVY LINE) belonged to a man named Simon. Jesus asked if He could use this boat,
then stepped into it (STEP IN) . Jesus then asked Simon to take the boat a little way out from the shore
(ROW). Jesus sat down and taught the crowds from there. When He had finished speaking to the crowds,
Jesus spoke to Simon saying, ‘Go out further to the deep water (POINT TO FLOOR) and let down your nets
(THROW NETS) for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we fished all night and caught nothing (HAND
ACROSS FOREHEAD). However, I'll take You at Your word and let down the nets.” (THROW NETS.)
(Fishermen back then, just like now, often had to work right through the night). So, they went out deeper
(POINT TO FLOOR) and let down the nets (THROW OUT NETS) and suddenly the nets were full to bursting
(ACT FULL)! They waved to their fishermen partners (WAVE) James and John, to bring out the other boat
(WAVY LINE) to help them. They filled both boats (WAVY LINE) with fish (PULL IN THE NETS). The boats
(WAVY LINE) were so full (ACT FULL) that they were nearly sinking! When Simon saw this, he fell down at
Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Please go away from me, because | am a sinful man, Lord! (COVER FACE)’ Simon
was gripped with amazement (LOOK AMAZED). They all were! Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid.
From now on, you’ll be catching people .’ They rowed to the shore (ROW). Then they left everything there
and followed Jesus.
Well done actors &

Jesus later changed Simon’s name to Peter which means ‘the rock’. This is why he is sometimes called
Simon Peter, but we’ll call him Peter from now on.

What was Peter’s job, what was he good at? Fishing. What job did Jesus ask him to do? Go fishing!! See,
Jesus already knows what we’re good at and what we enjoy, so when He asks us to do something for Him,
it’s nearly always what we’re good at anyway, and working with Jesus we can be even better — we’ll meet
another couple of characters from the bible in a mo who teach us that too.

o Hymn - WF ‘I will make you fishers of men’ SUNG TWICE

I will make you fishers of men,

Fishers of men,

Fishers of men,

i will make you fishers of men

If you follow me;

If you follow me,

If you follow me,

I will make you fishers of men,

If you fallow me.
Words © 1927, Ren. 1955 Hope Publishing Company

Now, something else Peter was very good at was talking, opening his mouth, sometimes before engaging
his brain, but then that’s true of me too!! So, Peter, James and John had left the fishing to their brothers

and family and were now following Jesus around as His disciples, But Peter had questions, he always had
guestions — a quality that Jesus loved.

Sketch: Jesus and Peter — The Call (from Off the record conversation ‘Jesus and Peter, by John L
Bell & Graham Maule)

Talk 2 - Meet Matthew and Simon

Let’s meet a couple more of the people Jesus called to be His disciples. We already have Peter the
fisherman (enter Tom with net of fish, sit behind table, taking fish out of net to sort his catch). Being a
fisherman was a hard-work job, not very well paid, and there were those who thought fishermen were a
bit smelly and not very intelligent (unlike Tom | hasten to add!!).



Now we meet Matthew. (enter Jim, holds nose, says, ‘something smells fishy round here!’, sit at table,
open laptop to start calculating, large money box on table saying ‘Pay up’), he’s a tax collector for the
hated Roman rulers. He was probably very rich because tax collectors in those days tended to demand a
little more tax than they should have and keep the extra for themselves. So just like with HMRC today, he
was disliked and even hated by most of the people.

Lastly, we meet Simon the Zealot (enter Sandy carrying a banner ‘Bee Cause’, wanders along calling out).
A ‘zealot’ is someone who is fanatical, enthusiastic, uncompromising and passionate in pursuit of their
cause, be that religious, political, environmental or whatever.

Me, ‘Simon, please go stand around the back and shout quietly!”

Simon (indignantly), ‘Why?’

Me, ‘Bee-cause I've asked you to!” (Sandy goes reluctantly to stands behind Tom, says, ‘something smells
fishy round here!’

Now, as we know, Peter (Tom acknowledge, then carry on) was good at fishing, so Jesus called him to be
a ‘fisher of men’ — to draw people to Jesus, like we pulled in the net of fish earlier. Peter was also good at
talking - usually before any of the other disciples so he became their sort-of spokesman. Jesus also called
Peter to use these qualities to become the first leader of the first Church of Christians after Jesus had
been resurrected and had gone back into heaven.

Matthew (Jim acknowledge, then carry on) was very good at getting people to pay their taxes to the
Romans, but Jesus called him to draw people to Jesus to pay their worship, thanks and praise to God who
is the real ruler of earth and heaven. Matthew also enjoyed history, so when he wrote his Jesus story, in
Matthew’s gospel, it tells us loads of information about where Jesus fits in Jewish history too, which is
really important and brings the Old and New Testament together.

And then there’s Simon the zealot (Sandy acknowledge, then carry on), good at being focussed and
determined. When he met Jesus, Simon the Zealot took up the cause of the gospel, the good news about
Jesus and God’s Kingdom come, and helped people to come to Jesus and raise their hands, their voices
and their lives (not their placards), in praise to God through Jesus. (exit Tom, Jim and Sandy)

Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus, that You that You know us just as well as You knew Peter and Matthew and Simon, and
You love us just the same! Dear Lord, make and keep us as willing to say Yes to You, to learn from You, to
follow You, and to love and serve You as they were. Amen.

° Hymn — WF 2 “All | once held dear’
All 1 once held dear, built my life upon

All this world reveres, and wars to own

All'l once thought gain | have counted loss

Spent and worthless now, compared to this

Knowing you, Jesus

Knowing you, there is no greater thing
You're my all, you're the best

You're my joy, my righteousness

And | love you, Lord

Now my heart's desire is to know you more
To be found in you and known as yours

To possess by faith what | could not earn
All-surpassing gift of righteousness

Oh, to know the power of your risen life
And to know You in Your sufferings

To become like you in your death, my Lord
So with you to live and never die



Graham Kendrick SoF 646 Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music

Offering and Prayer

We offer our lives for Your glory, we offer our money for Your kingdom, that it will provide help and
healing to the people in greatest need in our church and community. Let’s remain standing to say the
Lord’s Prayer together: Our Father, who lives in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come,
Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory. For ever and ever, Amen.

When Jesus met these disciples, He called them to use what they were good at, what they enjoyed doing.
to do something special for Him. In other words, He made them His missionaries (Tom, Jim Sandy look at
me horrified, say together, ‘WHAT?!

Talk 3 — Missionaries

What is a missionary? Wikipedia defines it this way Pic 1:

A missionary is a member of a religious group who is sent into an area in order to promote its faith or
provide services to people, such as education, literacy, social justice, health care, and economic
development.

OK, so that’s what a missionary does. So, if we wanted to recruit a missionary, what characteristics, or
gualifications or what words would you use to describe the personal qualities they would need to be your
missionary: (write on flip chart).

(Write on right of flip chart Peter and disciples). Did Peter or Matthew or Simon match up? Ordinary,
trusting, obedient, willing, enthusiastic (maybe even zealous).

In the bible we can read about a whole load of people who God called to be His missionaries — Peter,
Matthew, Simon, James, John (name other disciples), Paul, Luke, Timothy, etc. But not just people from
Bible times, there’s lots of other since then too, like Mother Teresa, the Pope, Peter Elliott, Joyce and
Keith, Richard, Pat, Jenny, Rachel, Chris, Anna, Anthony, Di to name a few. In fact, God calls every one of
us who is a Christian to be a missionary. What is our mission?

Matt 28: 18-20, ‘Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely, | am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Our mission is to bring people to meet Jesus, to introduce them to Jesus through our actions, prayers,
words and the way we live. To show and tell them the Good News that God, the creator of everything, the
ruler of the universe, sooo loves every one of us (Arms our wide then to heart) that He sent His only child,
His most precious, beloved Son to live like us, as one of us, in obedience saying Yes to God the Father, to
live and teach and love and heal ... and die (arms out to side) a horrific death on the cross for our sins.
Jesus’ last words on the cross were, ‘Father forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing.” And
because of what Jesus did, everything we have done and do wrong can be forgiven!!

But that wasn’t the end of it all was it? God then raised Jesus to life again (celebrate at Easter) why? To
show us that if we believe in His wonderful, incredibly, all-loving Son Jesus, we are not only forgiven but
those wrongs/sins are totally wiped away and we have the opportunity, with Jesus in our lives, to be the
best we can possibly be, live the best we can possibly live, and then to be totally wrapped around in God’s
love both now and for ever once our days on earth are done.

THAT is THE best news ever, anywhere, THAT's the Good News it is our mission as Christians to live and
show and tell. And if you are not bowled over by that, if Jesus is a sort of side-line nice guy somewhere



sometimes in your life instead of being in His rightful place in the absolute centre of your days, you are
missing out big time, and I'd strongly encourage you to read your New Testament, start with our friend
Matthew’s gospel, find out who this person Jesus really is. It will change your life, and for the better.

o Hymn — R&S 740 ‘Tell out my soul’
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;

tender to me the promise of his word;

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!

Make known His might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;

his holy name—the Lord, the mighty One.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by;

proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord

to children’s children and forever more!
Timothy Dudley-Smith. (1926- ) based on Luke 1:46-55 Copyright © 1961 Timothy Dudley-Smith.

Prayers

Should all have a fish and something to write with. Write the name of one person you’d like to have
opportunity to talk with about Jesus OR one person you’d like to pray for to come to know Jesus for
themselves.

Let’s Pray:

Dear Lord God, thank you that among all the negative news we read and hear, among all the bad stuff
that’s happening in our world, there is still, overriding all of that, the best news that Jesus is alive, He is
with us, He forgives us, and He loves to share life with us.

Lord Jesus, You have called us to share this good news, but You know there are still so many people who
do not know You, who do not know the joy of doing life forgiven and free, with You inside them. So, Lord,
we bring to You the people dear to us whose names we have written on our fish today and pray that just
as Peter and his friends drew the fish into their boats, that You Lord will draw these people to know and
love You, and that You will pour out Your blessings into their lives.

Lord Jesus, once when You and the disciples were sailing across Lake Galilee, a storm swept through, and
they felt like their boat was in danger of sinking. Sometimes life for us can seem like that too, as if we’re
drowning in bad situations or stress, anxiety, ill-health or grief. The disciples struggled all they could
against that storm before they finally, as a last resort, woke You and asked for Your help, and You
immediately calmed the storm. Yet You were there with them, ready to help all the time. Lord Jesus, may
we learn from their mistake and invite You into our difficult days at the start, not wait till we're exhausted
with trying on our own before turning to You.

Let’s spend a few moments talking with the Lord about people we know who need the Lord’s help,
including ourselves.

Lord Jesus You are calling each one of us. | pray that we may all respond with the words of one of our
hymns, saying, ‘Here | am Lord, is it | Lord? | have heard You calling in the night. | will go Lord, if You lead
me, | will hold Your people in my heart. | give my heart to Your obedience, to serve and love You best of
all.” Amen.



']

° Hymn — WF 7 ‘Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour
Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour,

I know for sure, all of my days are

held in Your hand,

crafted into Your perfect plan.

You gently call me into Your presence,

guiding me by Your Holy Spirit.

Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life

through Your eyes.

I'm captured by Your holy calling,

set me apart.

| know You're drawing me to Yourself;
lead me, Lord, | pray.

Take me, mould me, use me, fill me;
| give my life to the Potter's hand.
Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me;

| give my life to the Potter's hand.
Darlene Zschech SoF 1184, MP 1034 Copyright © 1997 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing/ Kingsway Music

Sending

Dear Jesus, | pray for all of us here today,

that we might all get to know You better, more closely in the weeks ahead,
and return to praise You more loudly and joyfully when next we meet.

For Your Name and glory’s sake. Amen.



