Christ Church, 2 March 2025

Call to Worship

Behind all things, behind the grey surface there is a glory escaping, born of heaven
a light that welcomes a more profound way of seeing things

that transfigures the world, that casts a spell of hope,

that sees the glory in the cross and life within death.

Itis a glory that meets us here on this mountain where Jesus Christ,

covered in the dust of the world, is caught up in the glory of heaven

Welcome to the mountain!

Let us go up to God’s mountain, to praise God by singing -

Hymn How good, Lord, to be here! R&S 203

Children’s time
Today is Transfiguration Sunday. Who knows what transfiguration means?

I's not a trick question! There’s obviously what the word actually means, the dictionary
definition, and then there is the Bible story, which we will hear later, which seems to be
about something different to a simple physical change. The transfiguration is one of the few
stories that appears in all the Synoptic gospels, that is Matthew, Mark and Luke. So it must
be pretty important. The gospel writers really wanted us to hear this story, and they use it as
a bridge between Jesus’s ministry and his passion — that is the lead up to him being
crucified. After the transfiguration, Jesus heads towards Jerusalem and the cross, and we
start Lent on Wednesday — that journey of 40 days of reflection ending with Easter.

| have to say my heart sank a bit when | saw that it was transfiguration Sunday, because
while I've heard the story plenty of times, | didn’t really understand it. | find the story quite
strange — Jesus appears on a mountain top, all bright and shiny, with Moses and Elijah,
who by the way were definitely dead at that point, and Peter offers to make them some
shelters or put up tents for them as though he thinks the three of them might be cold or
something. Does anyone else think this is a strange story?

| once took part in a Bible study, where the leader picked a very well-known Bible story and
before they read it, they asked people to retell the story and talk about what things they
particularly remembered. You would think people would remember the story in more or less
the same way, but some quite interesting ideas and interpretations usually appear. In that
instance, it was the Good Samaritan. Some people struggled to remember all the details,
and one person was convinced that the Good Samaritan had been a woman. | think this is
another story that would work really well for that kind of study. Let’s give it a quick go — tell
me some things you remember about the Transfiguration...

Transfigure means not simply to change from one thing to another, but to transform into
something better or more beautiful — a bit like a caterpillar changing into a butterfly. It
means changing the appearance of a person usually in a positive way and often in a

spiritual way too. Although the reading we will hear from Luke says that the appearance of
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Jesus’ face changed and his clothes became dazzling white, it seems that we are talking
about something more than a physical change. And as a result of the change in Jesus,
Peter, James and John are also changed. You might like to think about why was this event
was so important to Matthew, Mark and Luke that they all include it in their gospels? And

maybe you’d like to draw a picture of how you think Jesus looked afterwards.

Offering

God, receive these gifts by your grace.

Multiply and use them through the power of the Holy Spirit
to accomplish Christ’s work of love in the world. Amen.

Hymn Shine Jesus Shine Red folder 67
Children leave for Sunday Club

Opening Prayers

The presence of God surrounds us, and yet too often we go about our daily lives oblivious to the
power of the Holy Spirit moving in our midst. Let us together confess the ways in which we are blind
to God’s ever-present care and love.

God of rainbows and puddles,

Lover of snow showers and clear blue skies,

we confess to you and to one another

the many ways we fail to live the lives you want for us.
We make ourselves busy with many things,

and neglect to listen to your voice.

All too often we see the worst in the world around us,

and look past your signs of hope.

We are quick to voice our dissent with one another,

and refuse to see your face in the persons with whom we disagree.
We focus on our own hurts, anger, and disappointments,
and close our hearts to your transforming grace.

O Holy Light of the world, forgive us.

Open our eyes to your endless possibilities.

Give us courage to listen for your call to us.

Take our hearts of stone, and make them new again with your holy love. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (2 Peter 1:19)

Do not be afraid. God’s light has come into the world and has scattered the darkness; the morning
star rises in our hearts. Rejoice! For God does not hold our mistakes against us, but embraces us
as God’s own beloved. Amen

Hymn Love divine, all loves excelling R&S 663, tune Blaewern

Bible Readings: Luke 9:28-36
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:1

Our first hymn spoke of how good it is to be here; and of course it is good to be here in
church, but the words come from the story of the Transfiguration. In all three accounts of

the Transfiguration, after Jesus is seen talking with Moses and Elijah, Peter says, ‘it is good
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for us to be here’. However, it is not very clear (at least to me) why it is good for Peter,
James and John to be there. It seems to me that Peter thinks that it is good they are there
so that they are on hand to build some shelters for the three eminent guests. It's almost like
the Pope, the Dalai Lama, and the Chief Rabbi turn up at Christ Church and the Elders say,
‘oh that’s lucky we were here, we can put the kettle on.” Poor old Peter, he so often
manages to put his foot in it, doesn’t he?! Perhaps that’s why Jesus chose him as the rock
to build his church on, recognising that we all make mistakes, that we don’t all know what
we’re doing most of the time, and that we tend to say and do the wrong thing quite a lot, but
God and Jesus are big enough to handle that. God can bring about the kingdom even using
fairly useless servants like you and me.

In fact, Peter puts his foot in it twice in Luke’s account of the transfiguration. He says, let’s
make three dwellings, one for you, Moses and Elijah, ‘not knowing what he was saying’
according to Luke. It feels like Peter is embarrassed and doesn’t know what to say. Who
hasn’t had that happen to them at some point? Something a bit uncomfortable happens and
out of embarrassment you say the wrong thing or make a bad joke. The three disciples
were not afraid at this point, in fact they were ‘weighed down with sleep’, just about awake
enough to witness Jesus talking to Moses and Elijah but not awake enough to think that
was strange. Once Peter comes fully awake and realises Jesus is actually talking to Moses
and Elijah, you know the greatest law giver and the greatest prophet, both of whom have
been dead for quite a while, Peter says first that it is good they, the disciples, are there, and
secondly that they must make some dwellings for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. Now making
dwellings or putting up shelters was what they did back then to commemorate important
events. Remember when Jacob dreamt of the ladder up to heaven and set up the stone
he’d used as a pillow and poured oil on it and called the place Bethel, that is ‘the house of
God’ — it was a way to make a sacred space, a kind of early temple or church you might
say, a doorway into the sacred realm. So, it was a perfectly natural thing for Peter to
suggest in the context of 15t century Palestine, but we are told that Peter ‘didn’t know what
he was saying’. He’d got it wrong again. Next a cloud came and overshadowed them and
out of the cloud God spoke to them. ‘This is my beloved Son, my chosen one, listen to him.’
And then they really were afraid. God is clearly speaking to the disciples not Jesus,
because God tells them to listen to Jesus. And this is also kind of a rebuke to Peter for
putting the Son of God on an equal footing with Moses and Elijah, great as those two
characters were, they were just men, mere mortals, not the Son of God.

And why were Moses and Elijah there talking to Jesus? It was a common Jewish belief at

that time that the Messianic age, the coming Messiah and the restoration of Israel would be
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prefaced by Moses and Elijah returning in some way. Also, Moses was the law giver and
Elijah a great prophet so it could be said that their presence shows that Jesus is the
fulfilment of both the law and the prophets; he is the long expected Messiah. In all three
accounts of the Transfiguration it comes just after Jesus has asked his disciples who people
say he is, and the disciples come to the realization that he is the Messiah. In fact, it is Peter
who first says Jesus is the Messiah. Then Jesus orders the disciples not to tell anyone who
he is as first he must be rejected and killed. In the Matthew and Mark versions of the story it
is when Peter says Jesus is the Messiah that Jesus says he is the rock on which he will
build his church and then almost immediately Peter gets it wrong by forbidding that Jesus
should suffer and die and Jesus utters those immortal words, ‘get behind me Satan, you are
a stumbling block! Poor old Peter, he’s really not having a good time, is he? Just a few
days later, he messes up again — he forgets or hasn’t understood that Jesus is the Messiah,
he puts him on a par with Moses and Elijah and offers to put up some shelters for them all!
We've all had times like that, haven’t we? | don’t mean times when we see dead people
talking to Jesus, but times when it feels like everything is going wrong, like whatever we say
or do it's the wrong thing. Well take heart, Peter messed up over and over again and Jesus
still chose him to build the church.

Now, I've focussed quite a lot on Peter, but the transfiguration was of Jesus. It is Jesus who
is transformed, whose appearance changes. So why, or how is Jesus changed?

In Matthew and Mark, it says Jesus was transfigured - the Greek word used in both gospels
is the word from which we get metamorphosis, that changing completely from one thing into
a better thing, like a caterpillar into a butterfly. Since it has just been revealed to the
disciples that Jesus is the Messiah, this is one way of showing it, making it concrete for
them, making it visual — Jesus visually becomes something different, his face glows and his
clothes become white, and then just to make doubly sure they get it, God envelops them in
a cloud and booms out that this is my beloved Son. Now, there’s always the risk that such a
display by God will just scare the living daylights out of them, and in most depictions of the
transfiguration, that’s exactly what happens. Take this painting by Bellini for example (PIC),
everyone looks fairly ordinary; Jesus has white clothes and a bit of a halo, but Moses and
Elijah don’t look too strange. But the disciples are definitely look afraid and like they are
trying to get away. Most paintings of the transfiguration show the disciples looking scared,
and not without good reason. But this modern painting seems to me to suggest a different
way of looking at and experiencing the transfiguration (PIC) — it is much more about light
breaking through. Luke does not use that same Greek word that Matthew and Mark use, he

uses a different word that simply means change — ‘the appearance of his face changed and
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his clothes became dazzling white’. The appearance of his face changed, that could mean
simply that his facial expression changed. The disciples weren’t afraid of seeing Jesus
changed, they were only afraid when God spoke from the cloud.

And so we come to the other text we heard from 2 Corinthians. Paul is referring his readers
back to a story from Exodus. When Moses spoke to God and received the law he was
transformed, his face shone with the reflected glory of God and he used to cover it with a
veil so that the people would not be scared. Paul says that if even the law given to the Jews
could cause such glory, how much more will Jesus and all that he has done for us cause us
to reflect the glory of God? Because we have hope in Jesus we can act with great
boldness. We don’t need to be afraid, but we can welcome that encounter with Jesus so
that we will reflect his glory and be changed. Paul’s words reflect the Greco-Roman belief
that an encounter with the divine transformed the beholder into the image of the god they
were worshipping. For Paul our daily encounters with Jesus slowly but surely transforms us
into the image of the one God, so that for all the mistakes we make, for all the numerous
times we put our foot in it and say the wrong thing, for all the times we don’t help someone
out when we could, or we don’t give our spare change to charity, for all the times we get
annoyed with a relative with dementia, or we get cross with children or grandchildren,
despite all that, God is working in us and through us until we reflect the glory of Christ.

We are being transformed by every experience we have with Jesus, into God’s image and
because it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart.

We, like Peter, can learn from our mistakes and keep going.

Hymn Great God, your love has called us here R&S 339
Lord’s Supper (Inclusive Church liturgy)

The peace of Christ be always with you And also with you
Let us celebrate this joyful feast. People will come from east and west and north and south,
and sit at table in the kingdom of God.

God is here. Her Spirit is with us.

Blessed be the names of Love. They touch our hearts with grace.

We open our hands in thanks. Our song is one of welcome.

We thank you, Holy God, for being a fool in the eyes of the world.

We thank you for abandoning control, for creating a universe, new and strange.
We thank you for nurturing life, diverse, evolving, surprising and strange.

We thank you for calling a people who did not walk straight or know their limits.
We thank you for different bodies and desires for different ways of thinking and speaking
for different ways of belonging and believing.

May our thanks cut a path through dividing walls to free the Spirit’'s song:

Holy, holy, holy One

God of life and love.

The world overflows with your glory.
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One came who upset the rules: who accepted the grace of the outsider,

who looked for wisdom in those who did not count,

who took his food in the company of the rejected.

One came who walked a strange path: who did not think anyone was unclean,

who did not look for scapegoats, who refused to put a price on anyone’s head.

The tables of the moneychangers he threw over. The tables of liberation he threw open.
On the night before he gave himself up, he ate and drank to the end of slavery.

He took the bread and broke it, and said: ‘This is my body. Do this to remember me’.
He took the wine and poured it, and said: ‘This is my blood. Do this to remember me.’
May the Spirit of creation take these earthly things and show us in their brokenness,
the life-giving plenty, the end of all poverty, the body and blood of Christ.

This is the mystery of faith:

Christ took the form of a slave
Christ took the cross of shame
Christ gives the free gift of life.

Into our hands he delivers himself, Jesus, the Victim, the Excluded One,

who is now a sign of hope for all.

So we celebrate this event of love; this rising from death, unpredictable and full of wonder.
We pray that we will be a community defined by what it is open to

not by what it fears; by the excess of its love not the walls along its borders.

May our prayer be welcome to you, the God who is in all, and with all and for all. Amen

Lord God, send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine, and upon your people,
that Christ may be with us, and we may be ready to live for you
and do what you ask of us, today and every day to come. Amen

On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, this is my body which is broken for you. Do this is remembrance of me. In the same way
he took the cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, Do this as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Sharing of bread and wine

Prayer after communion

Most gracious God, we thank you for what you have given us.

You have fed us with the bread of life and renewed us for your service.
Now we give ourselves to you, and ask that our daily living

may be part of the life of your kingdom, and that our love may be your love
reaching out into the life of the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayers of Intercession - UPDATE

God, our heavenly parent, working through human events to show your presence and strength,
work through each of us as we seek to respond to your call to serve.

Let us walk: In the light of the Lord.

Almighty God, shine in our lives like you do in the universe, maintaining life, order, balance and
forever making new creations. Mend us as needed, bend us as necessary, that we may be your
new creation, in body, mind and spirit.
Let us walk: In the light of the Lord.

Holy Spirit, put your seal upon us that we may be filled with zeal for God's work through us as God’s
agents of reconciliation and peace.
Let us walk: In the light of the Lord.
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Lord Jesus Christ, when we do not know what to do when we are overwhelmed by God's
intervention in our lives, give us the wisdom to listen, to marvel, and to renew our commitment to
follow you all the days of our lives.

Let us walk: In the light of the Lord.

Transfigure your world as you transfigure your church, O God,
that all may be made new and whole.
Let us walk: In the light of the Lord.

We pray for all who have needs beyond our human power to meet, knowing that you,

alone God, are the Great Physician. We name in our hearts those known to us in our families,
communities and this church who need your healing love at this time...

Let us walk: In the light of the Lord.

Lord, just as the disciples were changed by their experiences
we too are changed and transformed into the image of Christ by your mercy.
Grant us unveiled faces that reflect your love, your hope, and your light in the world. Amen

And we bring all these prayers together in the prayer Jesus taught us: Our Father...
Hymn Now let us from this table rise - R&S 463

Blessing

May God now send us back down the mountain of our worship.

We have been changed. We can'’t be silent anymore.

We have seen the Light of the World. Go and share the radiance of love!

And the grace of God, the love of Jesus, and the transforming power of the Holy Spirit,
be with us now and remain with us always. Amen
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