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,Christ Church URC, Rayleigh 

Service at 10.00 

Sunday 23 February 2025 

7th Sunday after Epiphany 

Having a generous spirit 

 

Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of wrongdoers, for they will 
fade like grass, and wither like the green herb. Trust in the Lord, and do good; so you 
will live in the land and enjoy security. So come let us gather together and worship 
our Lord in whom we are called to put our trust. (Based on Psalm 37 vv 1-3) 

Hymn WF 76  O God you search me and you know me” 

 O God, you search me and you know me,    
 All my ways lie open to your gaze.                    
 When I walk or lie down, you go before me:        
 Ever the maker and keeper of my days.     
                                                                   
 You know my resting and my rising.     
 You discern my purpose from afar,  
  And with love everlasting you besiege me: 
In ev’ry moment of life or death, you are. 
  
 
 Before a word is on my tongue Lord, 
 You have known its meaning through and through. 
 You are with me beyond my understanding: 
 God of my present, my past and future too. 
 
Although your Spirit is upon me, 
still I search for shelter from your light. 
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 
 Even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 
 
For you created me and shaped me, 
gave me life within my mother’s womb, 
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you; 
Safe in your hands all creation is made knew. 
 
Children’s Time  

Our theme this morning is “Having a generous spirit”. What do you think that means? 

It could mean forgiving others yes and it could also mean being generous in our  
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giving. 

So let us consider what that could mean. Do you pass by someone who is begging in  

the street without any thought about why they are there? If someone asks for your  

help do you freely give it whatever the cost? You know time and time again Jesus  

gave of himself, many times to his own detriment. Just before Jesus called the first  

disciples he entered Simon’s house and healed his mother-in-law who was sick.  

Unfortunately, many people heard of this and crammed into the house to be healed.  

Now we might have sent them away, but not Jesus he continued to heal each one of  

them and his task was complete. 

Of course, as I mentioned earlier having a generous spirit could also mean forgiving  

People we might not feel like forgiving. I know as a child if I had been hurt by a  

comment in the playground and that child came up to me to say that they were sorry,  

I still found it very difficult to forgive them for the hurt that they had caused to me. I  

suppose some might call that bullying today, but if a bully says sorry, Jesus would  

still like us to forgive them, however hard that might be. 

Probably the greatest example of Jesus forgiving people was when he was on the  

Cross and he said “Father, forgive them, for they know what they do” -them being the  

religious and civil leaders who had put Him on the cross in the first place. 

who put Him on the cross in first place.  

So remember Jesus’ example not just in generous giving but forgiving those who had  

Him crucified and try to follow it even when you do not feel like being generous or  

forgiving people, for in that way you will grow in faith. 

Prayer (including the Lord’s Prayer) 

Hymn WF 49 “Jesus put this song into our hearts” 

Jesus put this song into our hearts, 
Jesus put this song into our hearts, 
It’s a song of joy that no one can take away, 
Jesus put this song into our hearts. 
 
Jesus taught us how to live in harmony, 
Jesus taught us how to live in harmony, 
Different faces, different races, He made us one, 
Jesus taught us how to live in Harmony. 
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Jesus taught us how to be a family, 
Jesus taught us how to be a family, 
Loving one another with the love that He gives, 
Jesus taught us how to be a family. 
 
Jesus turned our sorrow into dancing, 
Jesus turned our sorrow into dancing, 
Changed our tears of sadness into rivers of joy, 
Jesus turned our sorrow into dancing. 
                                                                             

  Collection 

 Let us bless the children go to Sunday Club by saying The Grace together.   

 

Hymn R&S 72 “Now thank we all our God”     

Now thank we all our God,  
With hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, 
In whom his world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms 
Has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today. 
 
O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us; 
and keep us in his grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills 
in this world and the next. 
 
All praise and thanks to God 
the Father now be given, 
the Son, and him who reigns 
with them in highest heaven. 
the one eternal God, 
Whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore.   
 

Reading: Psalm 37 vv1-11, and 39&40 (Linda Lee)   
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Talk 1    

Psalm 37 is a wisdom psalm, which is addressed to people rather than 
to  

God and contains advice on how to live. It is also known as an acrostic  

poem, that is when read in Hebrew, every other verse begins with a  

letter of the Hebrew alphabet. This order tends to be fairly static, rather 

than wrestling with a dilemma to its conclusion, the psalm presents a  

stable order.  

It begins by suggesting that our instinctive reaction to wickedness is  

anger and resentment but tells us not to fret indeed that kind of response  

is just not helpful. In verse 2 we are told what will happen to those who  

do wrong. As I said in our call to worship, they will soon disappear like  

grass that dries up and they will die like dried up plants.  

Verses 3-11 offer an alternative approach. We are told to trust in the  

Lord, for this situation will not last forever and we should do good. We  

should live in the land and be safe. We should seek our happiness in the  

Lord and then He will give us our heart’s desire. 

Instead of our immediate reaction to those evil doers, we should be  

patient not an easy thing for most human beings nowadays as we seek  

an immediate response to what we want. As a child, if I was moaning  

about something not happening fast enough, my father’s response was  

always “be patient” All very well for him to say that!  

Do not give into worry or anger, says the psalmist for it only leads to  

trouble. However, those who trust in the Lord will possess the land and  

the wicked will be driven out. Soon the wicked will disappear and if you  

try to find them you won’t find them anywhere. The humble will posses  

the land and enjoy prosperity and peace. 

Look at the final two verses. The message here is as valid for Christians  
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in the 21st. century as it was for the Israelites in the time of King David.  

This is what it says: The Lord saves the righteous and protects them in  

times of trouble. He helps them and rescues them; he saves them from 

the wicked; because they go to him for protection. It is quite clear here  

that the Psalmist feels there is no middle ground. Either you are in a full  

time relationship with God or you are not. Something to think about for  

all of us. 

AMEN. 

Hymn R&S 635 “Put peace into each other’s hands” 

Put peace into each other’s hands 
and like a treasure hold it, 
protect it like a candle flame,    
with tenderness enfold it. 
 
Put peace into each other’s hands 
with loving expectation, 
be gentle in your words and ways, 
in touch with God’s creation. 
 
Put peace in each other’s hands 
like bread we break for sharing; 
look people warmly in the eye: 
our life is meant for sharing. 
 
As at communion, shape your hands 
Into a waiting cradle; 
the gift of Christ receive, revere, 
united round the table. 
 
Put Christ into each other’s hands, 
he is love’s deepest measure, 
in love make peace, give peace a chance, 
and share it like a treasure. 
 
Reading: Luke Ch. 6 vv27-38 
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Talk 2 

This reading from Luke continues from the reading from the same 

 chapter last week and comes from the gathered teaching known as the  

“Sermon on the Plain.” Here Jesus is showing us how to respond in love  

when people treat us badly. 

There is no commandment that Jesus gave which has caused so much  

discussion and debate as the commandment to love our enemies.  

However, before we can obey it, we must discover what it means. In  

Greek there are three words for to love: “eran” which describes  

passionate love, the love between lovers; “philein” which describes the  

love we have for our nearest and dearest. However, neither is used  

here, instead the word “agapan” is used and in a nutshell describes the  

active feeling of benevolence towards other people. It means that no  

matter what others do to us we shall never allow ourselves to want  

anything but their highest good; and we shall deliberately go out of our 

 way to be kind of them. This is very suggestive for to love our enemies 

 as we love our nearest and dearest is impossible and some would say  

downright wrong. But we can see to it that no matter what others do to  

us, even if they insult, ill-treat, and injure us, we shall seek nothing but  

their highest good. Perhaps a huge number of people, through all the  

ages past, both Christians and people of other faiths are spectacularly  

failing this commandment. Think of the Inquisition, the treatment of  

Catholics in both Scotland and England until the last hundred years or  

so. Perhaps even today there are public figures who could well to learn  

this lesson, hard as it might be. It is not something that happens  

automatically. It is not like the love for our partners or our nearest and  
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dearest – certainly not for not only does it come from the heart, it is  

something that comes the will to do it and is something which by the  

grace of God we shall ourselves do. 

 

What we can take from this passage is that the Christian ethic is  

positive, that is it consists of doing things rather than not doing things.  

Jesus gave us the Golden Rule, which bids us to do to others as we  

expect them to do to us. There are many other creeds where this rule  

exists, but in a negative form. For example, the Jewish creed says what  

is hateful to you do not do to another. The problem with the negative  

form is that it is relatively easy to follow the negative form. The very  

essence of Christian conduct is that consists, not in refraining from bad  

things, but in actively doing good things, which is by far the more difficult  

course for mere mortals. 

So, what can we say about both our readings? Jesus calls us to high  

standards, some might say impossibly high standards, but Psalm 37  

could be our help here, for it shows us how to achieve those high  

standards, not by gritting our teeth and trying harder, but by putting  

everything into the hands of God.  

AMEN 

Prayers of Intercession (Worship Leader)  

At the end of each section of the prayer the congregation will sing 
“O, Lord hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer, when I call, 
answer me. O, Lord hear my prayer; come and listen to me” (R&S 
398) 

Hymn WF 75 “My Jesus, my Saviour” (Sing twice) 

My Jesus, my Saviour, 
Lord there is none like you. 
All of my days I want to praise 



 

 
8 

 

the wonders of your mighty love. 
My comfort, my shelter, 
tower of refuge and strength, 
let every breath I that I am, 
never cease to worship you. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, let us sing 
power and majesty, praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down 
and the seas will roar 
at the sound of your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands. 
Forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand. 
Nothing compares to the 
promise I have in you. 
 

Dismissal and Blessing 


