Christ Church, 2 Feb. 2025

Call to Worship

God alone is our refuge and hope, our shelter and protection.

From our very first breath to our last, God’s love and compassion never fails.
So come, lift your voices in praise to God.

Bear witness to God’s acts of mercy and love.

Proclaim God’s glory to all who will listen. Let’s worship God together.

Hymn All my hope on God is founded R&S 586

Children’s time

Offering

Generous God, through your Son, Jesus Christ,

you have shown us what it means to love.

And you call us to follow Your example

to love our neighbours as we love ourselves.

Continue to write your law of love on our hearts.

Give us an unwavering passion for justice, and a tenacious faith that will not rest
until the hungry are fed, the oppressed find relief, and the outsider finds a welcome.
Bless these gifts that they might bring about your kingdom. Amen

Hymn Now thank we all our God R&S 72
Children leave for Sunday Club

Opening Prayers

Jesus tells us to count the cost of discipleship; time and again in the

Gospels he makes clear that following him is not easy and makes demands

of time and talent. We, however, often make discipleship about gentle ‘nice’ worship

and hymns we like. Instead, we are called to follow and to understand the requirements

of committed discipleship. As God’s people we are gathered to gain strength for our journeys
and to give of our time and our talents.

Lord Jesus as we follow you, help us to realistically count the cost and find in You

inspiration for the journey.

URC Prayer Handbook p12 (Confession)

Assurance of Pardon

Jesus Christ our redeemer came not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved
through him. Repent and follow Christ, your sins are forgiven. Amen

Hymn Come down, O Love divine R&S 294

Bible Readings: Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Luke 4:21-30

Last week’s reading from Luke and today’s should really be put together and it is pretty
much a mystery why the compilers of the lectionary separated them as it is all one story of
the first time Jesus preaches and teaches in his home town of Nazareth. | suppose you
could say it is a story of two halves — the first half good and full of praise for Jesus and the

second half bad, with Jesus being run out of town and almost thrown off a cliff. Since you
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didn’t hear about this last week, I'm putting the two halves back together again with a look
also at the reading from Jeremiah and the few verses from Psalm 71 that we're given.

The last couple of weeks have really been a mix of good news and bad news (rather than
our usual diet of only bad news) — we had the glimmer of hope with the ceasefire in Gaza
and the release of the first hostages and prisoners. Then we had the inauguration of Donald
Trump. His supporters see this as good news, but already for many people it is bad news —
immigrants have been deported, dangerous criminals have been pardoned, and perhaps
the worst thing for the planet is America’s withdrawal from the Paris climate accords. This
story from Luke 4 is a mix of good and bad news too.

Before we get to today’s verses from Luke — the often quoted a prophet is accepted
everywhere but their hometown, let's have a quick recap of last week’s reading, verses 14 -
21. Jesus starts his ministry. Filled with the power of the Spirit, we’re told he went to Galilee
where he began to teach in the synagogues and “was praised by everyone.” He then goes
to his hometown of Nazareth. Jesus had already built a reputation for himself in his
hometown and surrounding regions by the way he lived. Up to this point, everyone had only
good things to say about him. He had not yet announced what his ministry was about. He
had not yet given a critique in the synagogue against his own people. We presume Jesus
had attended synagogue on a regular basis “as was his custom”, but perhaps in previous
visits he only listened and watched but had not yet interpreted the scriptures or preached.
Jesus reads from the scroll of the Holy scriptures, choosing words from the prophet Isaiah
about bringing good news to the poor, releasing prisoners and liberating the oppressed,
then he sits down and gives the world’s shortest sermon — “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” He didn’t give any further explanation or interpretation and yet all
spoke well of him and were amazed at his words according to verse 22. After that things go
downhill quite quickly. First, the people say, ‘but isn’t this Joseph’s son? In other words,
how can this carpenter’'s son who we know and watched grow up say such things. Then
Jesus gives some examples of prophets doing works away from their homes and the
synagogue became filled with rage and the people drove him out of town, to the brow of a
hill and tried to throw him off a cliff to his death!

Jesus selected a text that confirmed what John the Baptist had said about him and what the
narrator of Luke’s Gospel has already testified, that Jesus is full of the Spirit and will baptize
with the Spirit. Initially, the audience’s response is positive — they are proud and amazed.
Why is it that the crowd then turns on him so suddenly and violently? It can’t simply be
because he’s in his hometown, arriving on a wave of praise so that perhaps they think he’s

acting better than they know him to be. No, it's more the case that what is good news for
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the poor and oppressed, is certainly not good news for the wealthy and the oppressors and
may not be so good for the people in between either, because it will require change —
change of hearts, attitudes and actions.

The word of Jesus is where all this news meets. And the person of Jesus is the very place
where Luke stakes his story of the Gospel. What Jesus says practically cracks open the
traditions with a brazen act: his is a word that does something, “today this text has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” He’s not so much giving information in a lecture as he is
announcing an emancipation or proclaiming an amnesty — he is the kind of word that
changes things. And he does it today! In his person, in this moment in a Galilean
synagogue, in this word a divine future is dawning.

But good news only works if we are open to hearing it as such. We have to be open to
hearing this news from Jesus. This Jesus who by the Spirit announces the fulfilment of the
prophet’s dream, is nonetheless always being accepted and rejected, celebrated and vilified
in Luke’s gospel, and indeed all the gospels — Jesus is ultimately betrayed and arrested by
his own people. Today’s specific move from praise to murderous intent is all part of Luke’s
more tragic vision of Jesus’ good news, which leads us on to the other readings. All three of
our readings today are about call, and our willingness or reluctance to accept it. In our
readings we see a reluctant prophet, an exhausted psalmist, and a nearly murdered
Messiah. In Jeremiah, we see the reluctant prophet who resisted God’s call. In almost every
part of the book of Jeremiah we see his reluctance, fear, anxiety, inadequacy and even
resentment that God gave him the task of prophecy. Though, to be fair, God told Jeremiah
to forecast doom, an approaching invasion, and eventual exile so it's not as if his message
would have been welcome! Much like Jesus’ good news is not welcome to many of those
who hear it. Whether Jeremiah was qualified for the job or not is unclear, but he was
chosen by God and sent to a people and ruling elite that didn’t want to hear his prophecy.

In an ever more managerial culture, we’re used to only applying for jobs we can prove we’re
qualified for. We fill in our applications studiously evidencing all the things in the essential
and desirable columns and generally showing weary shortlisting panels that we’re up to the
job. And the same applies to unpaid positions too, especially in the church with its safe
recruitment policies and understandable desire for safeguarding guidelines. Yet, in the
upside-down values of God’s kingdom, we’re called before we’re trained or experienced.
God is interested in our values, our response, and our faithfulness more than our abilities or
skills — which can, after all, be learnt.

The writer of Psalm 71, ever aware of God’s presence, longs to be rescued from enemies

and critics, fearing for his life. Like Jeremiah the psalmist is assured of God’s direction even
3
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before birth but, also like Jeremiah, he encounters, detractors and enemies. Here is a
plaintive cry for protection, a cry born out of the very real experience of ministry and
vocation. I'm sure many ministers, if not all of them, and elders and lay preachers too, have
cried for justice and refuge after a difficult period of ministry. Yet amid adversity the psalmist
is also able to praise God. These verses speak of one who knows how to be faithful in
responding to God’s call but also knows the cost of discipleship. This is no “oh praise you
God everything is wonderful” kind of psalm but a deeply felt trust in difficult times with a
realism about the consequences of following God. In a world ever more concerned about
rights, service delivery, and getting one’s own way, any vocation to follow God is
problematic. People might treat churches as just another thing to be evaluated and
consumed. Every one of us who responds to God call to find our everyday vocation must be
aware of the critics and detractors who will beset our paths, as beautifully evidenced by the
Revd Mariann Budde who called on Donald Trump to show more compassion and who has
since been inundated with hatred, including death threats. Jesus, of course, knew a thing or
two about adversity in vocation. Here at his first sermon in his home synagogue he both
delights and horrifies. This time he escapes — he “passed through the midst of them and
went on his way” but we know that he ultimately pays with his life for his message and his
actions. The good news of the gospel in Luke is tied to the person of Jesus, who is both
crucified and risen.

The three passages we heard today, all relate to calling - Jeremiah resisted his calling, the
psalmist suffered due to enemies, and Jesus was true to his calling despite the threat to his
life. We gather here at worship in response to God’s call; we know God is at work within us
and calls each of us to follow. What it means to follow will be different for all of us. We see
need around us, and it can be overwhelming. We can feel God’s call within us and may be
quite Biblical in our response — we want to run away. We may know we have gifts, skills and
abilities or we may, like Jeremiah, have an acute awareness of our ineptitude. We may, like
Jeremiah, be putting off the response to God’s call - but we know we need to answer. Or,
like the psalmist we may be jaded and aware of how ministry in its many forms can drain
energy and enthusiasm and realise it is only possible to respond to the divine call through
utter dependence on God as both refuge and strength. We may realise that in our secular
post-religious world any sense of responding to God’s call seems, at best, ridiculous or, at
worst, dangerous. Yet there’s still that nagging call, that persistent sense that we have more
to offer. So today let’s pray for those who are putting off what they know they are called to

do, those finding excuses, those discouraged by others, and those who doubt they can do
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it. And, let’s pray for those who have accepted the call, that they might withstand the

criticism and rejection, and like the psalmist keep praising in the midst of adversity.

Hymn Jesus calls us o’er the tumult R&S 355

Lord’s Supper

We remember, as we do at every communion service, the gift of the life and death of God’s Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. Come to this table, you who are beloved in Christ. Come, not because you must,
but because you may.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal God, before the ages began you formed the heavens and the earth,

the moon and the stars proclaim your glory, and all that was created sings your praise.
You make humanity in your own image, intending us to glorify and enjoy you forever.
Again and again, we turn away from your love,

despite the guidance of your Law and the warnings of your prophets.

In the fullness of time, you emptied yourself of all but love and dwelt with us.

O Jesus, our Saviour, you proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for prisoners,
sight for the blind and liberation for the oppressed,

but we preferred to turn away from freedom

choosing earthly powers over your Kingdom and nailed you to the Cross.

Yet you defeated the powers of death and evil

and revealed a new life for all who follow you.

And your Son Jesus Christ was raised from death and lives with you forever.

You give us your Holy Spirit, to teach and to strengthen us,

to remind us of Jesus and to make us one in him.

For all these gifts we thank you, and join with all your people

on earth and in heaven, in joyful praise, saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

This is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died

Christ is risen

Christ will come again.

Lord God, send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine, and upon your people,
that Christ may be with us, and we may be ready to live for you
and do what you ask of us, today and every day to come. Amen

On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, this is my body which is broken for you. Do this is remembrance of me. In the same way
he took the cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, Do this as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Sharing of bread and wine

Prayer after communion
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In our joys and in our sorrows, in days of toil and hours of ease, in care and pleasure,
You still call us, Eternal One to love and follow You.

So we have gathered at this, Your table, to remember Your love,

discern Your call and find strength for the journey.

Bless us as we depart, that we may remember Your love,

respond to Your grace and follow Your call. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

We bring our prayers to God, the Eternal Trinity, who hears our longing,

knows our pain and responds in love.

Eternal God we lift before you the nations of our world,

places of pain and terror, war and disease and places of love and joy, diversity and wonder.
Give grace to all who dare to lead in our world,

that they may know wisdom, humility, and the courage to follow You.

Keep always in their minds the plight of the poor,

minorities, and the very earth itself, that we may not perish but live.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Risen Lord, we pray that Your Church will again become a place of safety and blessing,
a place of refuge and energy, a place of calm and meaning,

a place to work out our callings and a place to challenge injustice.

Give grace to those who dare to lead Your Church,

that abuse may be named and dealt with, that bad shepherds will be removed from office,
and that all members of Your Church will know their calling and be encouraged to follow.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Most Holy Spirit, we pray that the Church catholic and the church in this place,

be a place of vitality, where people find nourishment, healing and grace,

and where we may all encourage each other to respond to the various callings you give.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In the silence we pray for all those known to us who are ill, those who care for them,
those reaching the end of their life and those who mourn...
And we bring all these prayers together in the prayer Jesus taught us: Our Father...

Hymn | the Lord of sea and sky Red folder 41

Blessing

May the One who formed you in the womb, the One who calls you to follow,
and the One who speaks in the silence of your heart,

form you, call you and speak to you anew

and may the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you now and always, Amen.
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