Christ Church, Rayleigh
Service at 10.00
Sunday 22 December 2024
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Peace, Actually

Call to worship: “Give to our God immortal praise; give to the Lord of
lords a crown of glory for his mercy is forever sure, give praise to the
Holy Spirit for it will always strengthen and sustain us. Sing to the Lord
with joyful voice and listen to His word”.

Lighting the Advent Candles: This is the fourth Sunday in Advent, so
we have four candles to light. The white candle in the centre will be lit
at the service on Christmas morning. Let us now sing “Like a candle
flame” which will be on the screen or can be found in the Word Folder at
no. 59.

Like a candle flame,

Flickering small in our darkness.
Uncreated light

Shines through infant eyes.

Chorus

(Men) God is with us alleluia.

(Women) God is with us alleluia
(Men) Come to save us alleluia,

(Women) Come to save us
(All)  Alleluia

Stars and angels sing,

yet the earth sleeps in shadows;
can this tiny spark

set a world on fire?

Chorus



Yet His light shall shine
from our lives, spirit blazing,
as we touch the flame

of His holy fire.

Chorus

Prayer: Heavenly Father as we forward with joy, to celebrating the
birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, we share again the story of love
witnessed in the birth of your Son, we reflect upon the times in our own
story when we have witnessed your presence in moments of wonder,
and we acknowledge the call to share our story. As we look forward
anticipating the joy of Christmas may the love that fills our hearts
overflow into the world, bringing the light, hope and peace of your glory
into the lives around us. AMEN

Hymn: WF 62

Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road,

Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load.
Been a long time, little donkey through the winter’s night,
Don't give up now, little donkey Bethlehem's in sight.
Ring out those bells tonight

Bethlehem, Bethlehem,

Follow that star tonight

Bethlehem, Bethlehem.

Little donkey, little donkey had a heavy day,
Little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way.
Do not falter, little donkey there’s a star ahead
It will guide you, little donkey to a cattle shed.
Ring out etc.

Little donkey, little donkey had a heavy day
little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way
little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way.



Children’s time

Can anyone tell me what they think Christmas is about?

Presents? Decorations? Carols? It is all these things, of course, but in
the main we are celebrating the birth of the baby Jesus. But why should
we celebrate this? This birth for us is so important for it had been long
promised that a saviour would come to save God’s people. There are
two things to think about!

Firstly the Jews were expecting a Messiah that would come as a
powerful war lord who would drive out the occupying power, Rome, but
you and I know that was not what Jesus was about. He came in peace
to set up God'’s kingdom on earth. Secondly, much as the Jews thought
that the Messiah was their Saviour, it turns out that he was the Saviour
of the entire world, Jews and non-Jews alike.

So perhaps as we sing carols, or enjoy our Christmas decorations or
unwrap our presents, we should remember that we are celebrating a
baby who was born to bring peace to the world and also to save anyone
who believes in him, no matter how young or old they are, no matter
whether they are boys or girls, men or women. In that case I would like
to think about all those who are caught up in conflicts that have driven
peace out.

Collection
Prayer
Hymn WF 44

It was on a starry night when hills were bright,
earth lay sleeping, sleeping calm and still;
there in a cattle shed, in a manger bed

a boy was born, King of the world

And all the angels sang for him,
the bells of heaven rang for Him,
for a boy was born, King of the world.



Soon the shepherds came that way, where the baby lay,
and were kneeling, kneeling by his side.

and their hearts believed again, for the peace of men;
for a boy was born, King of all the world.

And etc

(Coda) On a starry night, on a starry night.

Blessing as the children go out to Sunday Club

Reading: Psalm 80 v.v. 1-7

Talk 1.

Shepherding has its challenges. Anyone who has come across a flock of
sheep being walked down a country road will see the truth of that
statement. They certainly do not want to walk in anything like a straight
line and the car driver can only wait patiently till they are safely passed
him. However, one thing that can be said for sheep is that they are
generally mindful of the shepherd’s staff and know their master’s voice.

People on the other hand, just figure how to avoid the rod and ignore
the voice, so they drift all over the place, even the people that mean
well.

In this Psalm God takes on the role of the Shepherd of Israel trying to
lead Joseph like a flock, Even God, finds this flock to be unruly at the
very least. When they wander off and get into trouble as invariably
happens, what do they do? Well, they cry out and ask God to save
them. Never mind how they got into trouble they just want out of their
current predicament. Others simply wander completely out of sight. The
good ones bleat with some trust in their Shepherd, remembering Moses
and the blessing “restore us, make your face shine” words which are
repeated as a refrain throughout the psalm.



It seems that God'’s flock has fallen on tough times. Alas, that happens
sometimes but can God the Good Shepherd be counted upon to help.
When it seems that we have had enough of “the bread of tears,” and
our enemies, whether human or spiritual, “just mock as they please,”
will God restore His sheep to pasture. Just as in today’s farming if a
sheep wanders off the shepherd will go looking for it and guide it back

to the flock, so God will guide the lost sheep back to the fold.

Of course for Christians, someone else is there to help His Father with
the shepherding and it is particularly at this time of year we should be
remembering how often we have gone off the proper path and yet we
always seem to get help when we cry out to God in the pain of sorrow
or loss or just being in a downright awful place. Here is the baby boy
born over two thousand years ago, who was destined to save us all. We
too face enemies, both spiritual and human who mock us for our faith,
but always remember that this same baby Jesus is with us still. AMEN

Hymn R&S 129

The race that long in darkness pined
have seen a glorious light;

the people dwell in day, who dwelt
in death’s surrounding night.

To hail thee, Sun of Righteousness
The gathering nations come,
rejoicing as when reapers bear
their harvest treasures home.

To us a child of hope is born,

to us a son is given;

him shall the tribes of earth obey,
him all the hosts of heaven.

His name shall be the Prince of Peace,
for evermore adored,

the Wonderful, the Counsellor,

the great and mighty Lord.



His power increasing still shall spread,
his reign no end shall know;

justice shall guard his throne above,
and peace abound below.

Reading: Luke Chapter 1, verses 46-55
Talk 2

In this reading we have a passage which has become one of the great
hymns of the church, the Magnifiacat.it is very powerful in its use of
words and is closely linked to Hannah’s song of praise in1 Samuel,
where Hannah rejoices in God’s gift to her of a long awaited son. Some
have even described it as revolutionary, but why should this be an
accurate description?

It speaks of three of the revolutions of God.

He scatters the proud in the plans of their hearts. This is a moral
revolution. Christianity is the death of pride. Why? Because if people set
their lives.

Sometimes something happens to us which, with a vivid revealing light
shames us. Christ enables us to see ourselves, which to be perfectly
honest is hardly ever a pleasant experience, as usually it destroys what
is left of our pride in ourselves. The moral revolution has begun!

He casts down the mighty-he exalts the humble.

That is a social revolution. Christ puts an end to the world’s labels and
prestige. Muretus was a wandering scholar of the Middle Ages. In an
Italian town he became ill and was taken to a hospital for waifs and
strays. The doctors were discussing his case in Latin, never dreaming
that he could understand. They suggested that since he was such a
worthless wanderer they might use him for medical experiments.
Imagine their horror and embarrassment, as he looked up at them and
answered in their own learned tongue saying, “Call no man worthless for
whom Christ has died” At this point the saying “"Do not judge a book by



When we finally grasp the realisation of what Christ has done for each
one of us, it is no longer possible to regard anyone as being beneath us.
The social grades are gone. An excellent lesson, which unfortunately not
all Christians seem to learnt, even in this 21%. century after Christ’s
birth.

He has filled those who are hungry — those who are rich He has
sent away empty.

That is an economic revolution. A non-Christian society is an acquisitive
society where people are out to get as much as possible for themselves.
Does this ring any bells in 2024 and what does this say about our own
Society, especially when compared to what a Christian Society should
be? That is a society where no one dares to have too much while others
have too little, where everyone must get only to give away. Perhaps a
topic in its own right but not for today, as it would take far too long to
give it proper consideration.

So yes, in the Magnificat there is certainly beauty as Mary praises God.
But oh, my goodness what dynamite is held within it too. So often at
Christmas, we concentrate on the Nativity story, which sometimes can
become very twee and saccharine. But here is my thought for the day!
We should also be thinking about this b y boy would become and what
an explosive revolution was about to happen through him and accepting
the challenges he sets us in this modern world. No doubt there will be
many who would scoff at such a suggestion, but I have a strong feeling
that if every single one of us did just that, the world would become a
much, much better place. AMEN

“Music — “"Glory to God in the Highest” (Handel’s Messiah)
Prayer (Geoff)
Hymn R&S 135

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.



Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns,

Let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.

No more let thorns infest the ground,
or sins and SOrrows grow;

wherever pain and death are found
he makes his blessings flow.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness

and wonders of his love.

Blessing and Dismissal.

All hymns are used under Christ Church CCLI licence 63352 and One
licence A-738739



