Christ Church, 17 Nov. 2024

Call to Worship

Come all God’s people! Let us gather to praise our Mighty God!
With joy we celebrate and give thanks for God’s faithfulness.

Come all God’s people! Let us gather to sing to our Glorious God!
With joy, and with all creation, we celebrate the powers of our King.

Come all God’s people! Let us gather to worship and honour God!
With joy we celebrate the wonderful deeds of our God and King,
and in reverent awe, we bow in worship and praise of our God. Amen.

Hymn Make way, make way, for Christ the King R&S141

Make way, make way for Christ the King
in splendour arrives.
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him
into your lives

Make way! (Make way!)

For the King of kings

(For the King of kings)

Make way! (Make way!)

Make way! (Make way!)

And let His kingdom in

He comes the broken hearts to heal,
the prisoners to free;

Offering

the deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance,
the blind shall see.

And those who mourn with heavy hearts
who weep and sigh,

with laughter, joy and royal crown

he’ll beautify.

We call you now to worship Him
as Lord of all

to have no gods but him

their thrones must fall!

Graham Kendrick

Holy One, all that we have comes from you. Accept our gifts for your work in the world,

and to you be the glory and praise always. Amen

Hymn Crown him with many crowns R&S 262

Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne.

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own.

Awake, my soul, and sing

of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy chosen king
through all eternity.

Crown him the Son of God,

before the worlds began:

and ye, who tread where he hath trod,
crown him the Son of Man;

who every grief hath known

that wrings the human breast,

and takes and bears them for his own,
that all in him may rest.

Opening Prayers

Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o'er the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save;

his glories now we sing

who died and rose on high,
who died eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,

rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified;

All hail, Redeemer hail!

for thou hast died for me:

thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.

Matthew Bridges
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O God, as we prepare again to welcome your Son in the season of Advent
Come once again and feed your flock like a shepherd.

Come once again, and gather up the children, the oppressed,

the sick, the lonely, the humble, and the rejected of the earth.

Turn our hearts to the least of your children,

for if we lose them, we also become lost.

Forgive us when we do not care for others,

when we are selfish and do not bring your Good News.
Reconcile us to you and to those we have hurt.

As we celebrate Christ the King, as we look forward to Advent,
join us together with neighbours, with strangers,

and especially with our own household.

Bring us to your light in our time of darkness,

through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Confession and Assurance of Pardon

If we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins.

Let us confess our sins together and seek God’s forgiveness:

Holy God, we confess before you that we have not loved you with our whole being;
we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.
In your infinite mercy, forgive us when we turn from you,
release us from the burdens of our past,
and remake us in your image and likeness
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Jesus said, ‘your sins are forgiven.’ Thanks be to God.

Hymn Praise my soul the King of Heaven R&S 104 omit v4

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; Fatherlike he tends and spares us;
To his feet your tribute bring. Well our feeble frame he knows.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, In his hand he gently bears us,
Evermore his praises sing. Rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him!

Praise the everlasting King! Widely as his mercy flows!

Praise him for his grace and favour Angels, help us to adore him;

To his people in distress. Ye behold him face to face.

Praise him, still the same forever, Sun and moon, bow down before him,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. Dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him!

Glorious in his faithfulness! Praise with us the God of grace!

H.F Lyte
Bible Readings: Psalm 93
John 18:33-37

Between our holiday and leading worship at Bridgwater Drive, | haven’t been here for five
weeks, and the week after next Advent starts, so I'm taking the liberty of celebrating Christ
the King Sunday, the Sunday before Advent, today rather than next week. I'm fairly
confident that John won't follow that theme, and if he does, there’s nothing wrong with

celebrating Christ as our King twice instead of once! Christ the King Sunday is a fairly
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recent addition to the liturgical calendar having been instigated in 1925 by Pope Pius XI, so
it is the same age as my dad. Perhaps next year we could have a 100" anniversary
celebration of the feast with a display of crowns or something! Don’t worry, the Anglican and
Reformed churches soon joined in celebrating it. Christ the King Sunday is always
celebrated on the last Sunday before Advent (just pretend we’re there already!) and is the
last Sunday in ‘ordinary time’ and recognises the last day of the liturgical year, as Advent
Sunday marks the start of the Christian year. The last Sunday before Advent is also
sometimes known as Stir-up Sunday - an informal term in Catholic and Anglican churches.
It gets its name from the beginning of the collect for the day in the Book of Common Prayer,
which begins with the words, "Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful
people...", but it has become associated with the custom of making Christmas puddings.
Most recipes for Christmas pudding require it to be cooked well in advance of Christmas
and then reheated on Christmas Day, so the collect of the day served as a useful reminder.
That’s fairly irrelevant to me, as | don’t like Christmas pudding and I've never made one, but
there’s a few bits of trivia for anyone preparing Christmas quizzes! It seems I'm not alone,
on Tuesday | heard something on the radio about how the majority of people do not think
Christmas pudding, or plum pudding as it was known before Dickens linked it to Christmas,
is an essential part of Christmas.

Pope Pius started the celebration of Christ the King because he felt that the followers of
Christ were being lured away by the increasing secularism of the world, that they were
choosing to live in the “kingdom” of the world rather than in the reign of God — some things
never change in nearly 100 years! Christians are now in the minority in the UK, many
having chosen the secular world over following Christ and even church members increasing
find other, secular things to do on a Sunday morning rather than coming to church.
Therefore, as we prepare to begin a new church year with the First Sunday of Advent, the
coming of Jesus, not only as the Word made flesh in a baby born in Bethlehem, but the
second coming as well, we pause and reflect upon who Jesus the Christ is in our lives. To
challenge our thinking we turn, not to stables and shepherds, but to the final trial of Jesus. If
we are to live in God'’s reign we, like Pilate, need to know who this man Jesus is.

The Jewish leaders have brought Jesus to Pilate as a criminal. Their goal is to have Jesus
put to death for breaking religious law, which is something they cannot do - they must rely
on the Romans to do that. Having heard the demand of the Jewish leaders, Pilate goes into
his headquarters and speaks with Jesus for the first time. He asks Jesus, not if he is the
Messiah, but rather, if he is the “King of the Jews.” This is a political rather than religious

charge. Pilate doesn’t care if Jesus is the anointed one of God, the Messiah, because he is
3



Christ Church, 17 Nov. 2024

not Jewish. But he does care if a new political ruler is arising, one who might challenge
Roman rule. Jesus asks Pilate what has prompted this question — his own curiosity, or
charges brought by the Jewish leaders, and in doing so Jesus takes control of the
interrogation.

The author of John’s gospel has been telling us, from the beginning of the gospel, that
Jesus is in fact the King of Israel. As early as chapter one, Nathanael recognises Jesus as
the Son of God, the King of Israel. The gospel then goes on to explore that Jesus is not a
king that the world would ever recognize. This is a king who speaks to the lowly and the
rejected. This is a king who serves rather than being served. This is a king who enters the
holy city of Jerusalem, not triumphantly on a horse, but seated on a donkey.

Jesus is a king unlike any other king, and his kingdom is unlike any other, for it is not of this
world. What is this kingdom, this reign, like? That is the important question for us today as
we reflect upon Christ as our king. Pilate asks Jesus what he has done. Why have the
authorities handed him over to be killed? What terrible crime has he committed? Jesus
doesn’t answer the question but instead declares to Pilate that he does have a kingdom,
but it is not a kingdom of this world.

We know that Jesus is the Word of God that has become “flesh and lived among us.” Jesus
has come from God and has come “so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life”. We also know that, in order to recognize this king, we have to be born
anew, to have our eyes opened to a different way of viewing the world. Unless we have
experienced this new birth, we are unable to recognize the reign of God that surrounds us
on all sides. And if we do accept that Jesus is the one who has come from God, if we are
willing to listen to the truth he speaks, then we are committed to bringing in this reign, this
kingdom of which he is king.

In the end, Pilate mocks Jesus and mocks the Jews. He can never understand that Jesus is
a king unlike any king of this world. Pilate is a man, like many power-seeking rulers who
cannot understand any other way of being and ruling than brute force and coercion. Yet
Pilate unknowingly speaks the truth. He declares to the Jews, “Here is your king” and over
the cross Pilate places the announcement for all to see, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews”.

Today’s reading from John challenges us to answer important questions. Are we willing to
accept Jesus as our king? Or, are we too tempted by the allure of secularism and the power
of the world. In the end, according to John, the Jewish leaders rejected their faith and
bowed to the empire, “We have no king but the emperor”, they say when Pilate asks if he

should really crucify their king. In what ways do we bow to the empire? It can be easy at
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Christmas, to buy into the domination of consumerism, buying ever more unnecessary
presents, buying excessive amounts of food, forgetting the homeless, and lonely and all
those for whom Christmas is a very hard time of year. And that is only barely scraping the
surface of the other ways that we don’t work to bring in God’s kingdom.

Do we live in the reign of God following the servant king? Do we live lives that reflect that
service? Do we reach out to the least and the lost? Do we seek to serve rather than be
served? Things to ponder this Advent season, before we get too caught up with the
busyness of it all — the shopping, the carols, the nativity plays and visiting relatives. It is the
truth that Jesus came to the world to bring love and forgiveness; to care for the poor and

oppressed. Are we truly citizens of that kingdom?

Hymn Put peace into each other's hands R&S 635

Put peace into each other's hands look people warmly in the eye:

and like a treasure hold it; our life is meant for caring.

protect it like a candle flame,

with tenderness enfold it. As at communion, shape your hands
into a waiting cradle;

Put peace into each other's hands the gift of Christ receive, revere,

with loving expectation; united round the table.

be gentle in your words and ways,

in touch with God's creation. Put Christ into each other's hands,
he is love's deepest measure;

Put peace into each other's hands, in love make peace, give peace a chance

like bread we break for sharing; and share it like a treasure.

Fred Kaan

Lord’s Supper

Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you.

| do not give to you as the world gives.

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

We remember, as we do at every communion service, the gift of the life and death of God’s Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ. Come to this table, you who are beloved in Christ. Come, not because you must,
but because you may.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Loving God, the world you made is beautiful and full of wonder.

You made us, with all your creatures, and you love all that you have made.

You gave us the words of your prophets, the stories of your people throughout the generations,
and the gathered wisdom of many years.

You gave us Jesus, your Son, to be born and to grow up

in difficult times where there was little peace.

He embraced people with your love and told stories to change us all.

He healed those in pain and brought to life those who had lost hope.
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He made friends with anyone who would listen and loved even his enemies.
For these things, he suffered. For these things, he died.
And he was raised from death and lives with you forever.
You give us your Holy Spirit, to teach and to strengthen us,
to remind us of Jesus Christ and to make us one in him.
For all these gifts we thank you, and join with all your people
on earth and in heaven, in joyful praise, saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

This is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died

Christ is risen

Christ will come again.

Lord God, send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine,

and upon your people, that Christ may be with us,

and we may be ready to live for you

and do what you ask of us, today and every day to come. Amen

On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, this is my body which is broken for you. Do this is remembrance of me. In the same way
he took the cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, Do this as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Sharing of bread and wine

Prayer after communion

God of peace, whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom
and restored the broken to wholeness of life:

look with compassion on the anguish of the world,

and by your healing power make whole both people and nations;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Holy One, enthroned in glory over all creation, you are not a king like mortal rulers, help us to be more
like you and follow your example of power with humility, compassion and justice.

Teach us to see your face among the poor - feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty,
welcoming the stranger, providing warmth and friendship for those who need it,

visiting those who are sick or in prison so that we may share in your eternal kingdom

prepared from the foundation of this world; through Jesus Christ, who is coming to reign

with justice, compassion, and love.

God, we pray for the church, that we might do our best to present ourselves to you

as you would wish us to be.

Grant us the strength to be your hands in the world, making your kingdom a reality

We pray for all leaders in the URC and our local church leaders and today we pray especially for
our Church Meeting — grant us your wisdom to discern your will.

O God, in your might you rule forever, and your eyes keep watch over the nations.

We pray for our nation, our community, and all in authority.

Grant them wisdom to navigate the times ahead for the benefit of all people,

being especially considerate to those who cannot work due to iliness or disability,

those dependent on benefits, those having to choose between heat or food,

and those going hungry so that their children can eat.



Christ Church, 17 Nov. 2024

Gracious God, all the earth bows down before you, and sings out your name.

We pray for the nations of the earth, that your peace may protect us all.

We pray especially today for peace in the Middle East and Ukraine, and all other areas of conflict
around the world, and all places around the world affected by climate change.

We pray for the COP29 climate conference, that it will result in meaningful actions to bring a stop to
the use of fossil fuels and limit the effects of the climate crisis.

Grant us the wisdom to play our part in protecting your creation in our personal lives

and in how we manage our church building to be as sustainable and eco-friendly as possible.
Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Saviour, you pour out your power

for the powerless and your salvation for the lost, help us to do the same.

Remember us in your new creation, so that we may live in peace with you in the presence

of the Holy One. And we bring all these prayers together in the prayer Jesus taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Hymn Joy to the world R&S 135 (Tune Antioch)

Joy to the World , the Lord is come! No more let thorns infest the ground,

Let earth receive her King; or sins and sorrows grow;

Let every heart prepare Him room, wherever pain and death are found

And Heaven and nature sing, he makes his blessings flow

And Heaven and nature sing, he makes his blessings flow

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. he makes, he makes his blessings flow.

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! He rules the world with truth and grace,

Let men their songs employ; And makes the nations prove

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains The glories of His righteousness,

Repeat the sounding joy, And wonders of His love,

Repeat the sounding joy, And wonders of His love,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. And wonders, wonders, of His love.
Isaac Watts

Blessing

It is not enough to acclaim Jesus Christ as our Lord and King.
Our mission in life is to make his kingdom a reality among us
and to bring it to those around us by our words and deeds.
The way to do this is to live as he lived:

for others, in love and service.

May almighty God bless you for this task:

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
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