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Call to Worship (based on Psalm 19)   
All heaven and earth proclaim the majesty of God’s creative power! 
Praise God for the amazing and awesome beauty. 
God has given to us rules by which to live together in harmony and peace. 
In these commandments, God has summed up the ways we must respect one another. 
Rejoice in the goodness of God. Praise God for God’s complete and steadfast love for us. Amen. 
 
Hymn   Almighty Father of all things that be  R&S 485 omit v 2 
 
Almighty Father of all things that be, 
our life, our work we consecrate to thee, 
whose heavens declare thy glory from above, 
whose earth below is witness to thy love. 
 
Thine still the changeful beauty of the hills, 
the purple valleys flecked with silver rills, 
the ocean glistening ’neath the golden rays; 
they all are thine, and voiceless speak thy 
praise. 
 
Thou dost the strength to worker’s arm impart; 
from Thee the skilled musician’s reasoned art; 

the grace of poet’s pen or painter’s hand, 
to teach the loveliness of sea and land. 
 
Then grant us, Lord, in all things thee to own, 
to dwell within the shadow of thy throne, 
to speak and work, to think and live and move 
reflecting Thine own nature, which is love: 
 
that so, by Christ redeemed from sin and 
shame, 
and hallowed by thy Spirit’s cleansing flame, 
ourselves, our work, and all our powers may be 
a sacrifice acceptable to Thee. 

Ernest Dugmore 
 
Offering   
Holy One, all that we have comes from you. Accept our gifts for your work in the world,  
and to you be the glory and praise always. Amen 
 
Responsive reading of Psalm 19 
The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
and the firmament proclaims God's handiwork. 
Look to the mountains and see everlastingness… 
Day to day pours forth speech, 
and night to night declares knowledge. 
Search both day and night and watch for the glory of it… 
There is no speech, nor are there words; 
their voice is not heard; 
Listen to the silence and hear wonder speak… 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 
Look to the horizon to hear a word about eternity… 
In the heavens God has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a beloved from a wedding canopy, 
and like a strong athlete runs its course with joy. 
Look to the sunrise and enjoy God’s forever-promise… 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
and its circuit to the end of them; 
and nothing is hid from its heat. 
Look to the seasons and live God’s rhythm… 
The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the decrees of God are sure, making wise the simple; 
Look to creation’s order and accept its wisdom… 
the precepts of God are right, rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of God is clear, 
enlightening the eyes; 
Look to justice and truth and feel their light… 
the fear of God is pure, enduring forever; 
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the ordinances of God are true 
and righteous altogether. 
Look to the word and recognise its call… 
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Look to God’s commandments and taste their sweetness… 
Moreover by them is your servant warned; 
in keeping them there is great reward. 
Look to creation’s order and know justice… 
But who can detect their errors? 
Clear me from hidden faults. 
Look to grace and know its forgiveness… 
Keep back your servant also from the insolent; 
do not let them have dominion over me. 
Look to what brings life and live its example… 
Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression. 
Look to God’s covenant and know its love… 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable to you, O God, my rock and my redeemer. 
The heavens are telling the glory of God. 
                   ~ written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on Mucky Paws. http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws 
 
Psalm 19 is a towering and beautiful description of Creation and the way in which the creator is 

revealed. Creation is described as reflecting God’s glory and proclaiming all God has done in 

creating. The poetry of the psalms has power to unify the experiences and personalities God has 

made, including our own, and in letting go of the need to dominate, or to force on Creation our own 

ways and languages, the singer comes to an even more profound love of a God whose intimate 

care makes a difference day by day. 

 
Hymn  Sing for God’s glory  CH4 172 (Tune at R&S 74) 
 
Sing for God’s glory that colours the dawn of creation,  
racing across the sky, trailing bright clouds of elation;  
sun of delight succeeds the velvet of night,  
warming the earth’s exultation.  
 
Sing for God’s power that shatters the chains that would bind us,  
searing the darkness of fear and despair that would blind us,  
touching our shame with love that will not lay blame,  
reaching out gently to find us.  
 
Sing for God’s justice disturbing each easy illusion,  
tearing down tyrants and putting our pride to confusion;  
lifeblood of right, resisting evil and slight,  
offering freedom’s transfusion.  
 
Sing for God’s saints who have travelled faith’s journey before us,  
who in our weariness give us their hope to restore us;  
in them we see the new creation to be,  
Spirit of love made flesh for us.

 Kathryn Galloway

Opening Prayers 
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Your glory, O God is declared in the holy silence of the heavens, 
and told in the silent succession of day and night. 
No speech, or word or voice is heard; yet they speak to all the world, 
and their words reach to the ends of the earth.  
The sun joyfully leaps across the sky, from one end of the heavens to the farthest reaches, 
and nothing is hidden from its heat or light. 
So nothing that we do or say or whisper in our hearts  is hidden from you, Lord God. 
Release us from the darkness we hide deep within our lives. 
Let our lives be radiant with holy fear; delighting in your teaching,  
receiving insight from your commandments and wisdom from your encouraging.  
Enliven our desire for your everlasting judgments over wealth or fame: 
to enjoy the sweet drippings of the honeycomb, that are to be found  
in right relationship with those around us, and with you.  
 
Incline your hearts to the wisdom of God; seek integrity and understanding. 
The testimonies of God are wonderful; God's law gives light to all who hear it. 
If you accept God's words and store up God’s commands within you, 
if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 
If you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 
Then you will find the knowledge of God, for the Lord gives wisdom 
and from God’s mouth comes truth and understanding.  
God holds victory in store for the upright and is a shield to those whose walk is blameless. Amen 
 
Confession and Assurance of Pardon 
 
If we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins. 
Let us confess our sins together and seek God’s forgiveness: 
 
Holy God, we confess before you that we have not loved you with our whole being; 
we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 
In your infinite mercy, forgive us when we turn from you, 
release us from the burdens of our past, 
and remake us in your image and likeness 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Jesus said, ‘your sins are forgiven.’ Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn  Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders CH4 606  
 
Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders 
unmistakable and clear; 
mighty signs to prove your presence, 
overcoming doubt and fear 
 
Lord, you sometimes speak in whispers, 
still and small and scarcely heard; 
only those who want to listen 
catch the all-important word. 
Lord, you sometimes speak in silence, 
through our loud and noisy day: 

we can know and trust you better 
when we quietly wait and pray. 
 
Lord, you sometimes speak in Scripture: 
words that summon from the page, 
shown and taught us by your Spirit 
with fresh light for every age. 
 
Lord, you always speak in Jesus, 
always new yet still the same; 
teach us now more of our Saviour; 
make our lives display his Name. 

 
Christopher Martin Idle

Bible Reading:  Proverbs 1:20-33 
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Personification is used in the Bible as a device to speak of different qualities of God. The 

personification of wisdom as a woman calling out loudly in the marketplace suggests that 

her words are meant to be heard by everyone, and that commerce is not a detached sphere 

immune from moral considerations. Setting her words in the marketplace suggests that 

seeking wisdom should be part of the ordinary, everyday business of living, not something 

to be restricted to a schools or university. In global crises, the marketplace is the crucible of 

purposeful action: but ‘market forces’ derive from the wise or foolish and selfish decisions of 

buyers and sellers. There is an urgency in wisdom’s words, which demand to be heard 

above the hubbub of the market. She demands that her hearers repent of their simple and 

foolish ways, while giving warnings about the consequences of ignoring her. There is a 

warning too that there is such a thing as ‘too late to listen’, a point at which people are too 

far down the road of foolishness and will end up paying the price for the way they are living. 

How close are we to this point in the globalisation of trade and destruction of the planet? 

Today we are at the midpoint of Fairtrade Fortnight. We are a fairtrade church, we try to use 

fairly traded products so that workers and producers in poor countries are paid fairly for 

their work and the commodities they produce – things we use daily without thinking about it 

like coffee, tea, bananas and chocolate to name just a few. 

Wisdom cries out in the streets, but no one is listening. We’re all too busy playing on our 

mobile phones or streaming films and TV dramas, caught up in technology. Where the text 

says they shall be sated by their own devices, I’m pretty sure it wasn’t referring to modern 

mobile devices, but it could so easily be. Church is about the only place these days where 

mobile phones are not ubiquitous and in constant use.  

Because I wasn’t feeling very well at the beginning of the week, I did something I rarely do, 

I looked back to see what I had said about these Bible readings when they came round in 

the lectionary previously. I read that in 2018, when I was doing my final year placement, I 

had attended a Learning Together conference. Learning Together is a programme which 

puts prisoners and Cambridge university students to learn together, which means by 

necessity, inside prison. I participated in one of those courses in HMP Whitemoor, a high 

security prison. The conference was for alumni of the different courses and many of the 

participants were ex-offenders who had been released. Rather relevant as it turns out with 

what’s been in the news this week. After the initial lecture we split into three groups – an art 

group, a drama group and a policy group. In the afternoon, the drama group performed a 

short play which had been written by two people who were still in prison. The premise was 

that the internet had been completely broken for over a week. A therapy group had been 

set up to help people cope with this loss, and many people did experience it as a loss, 
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describing it as their lives being over. There was the man who no longer went out because 

he could buy everything he wanted online. There was a mother who didn’t know what to do 

with her bored teenage. The young woman addicted to a dating app, who cried, but how will 

I know if anyone likes me, if I can’t see the “likes”. This may sound extreme, but it’s 

probably closer to real life for a lot of people than we like to think. After a few suggestions 

on ways to cope from the therapist we moved to scene two where the clients reported how 

they were doing. Some were still desperate for the internet to come back on, but many had 

found other ways to cope. The lonely young woman and invited her neighbour to the group 

and found that she could talk to men in person after all. The teenager and her mother had 

rediscovered books and board games and just talking to friends. 

The point, as you’ve probably worked out is that technology is fine if we remember it is not 

the answer to all our questions, practical or spiritual. It is a tool. Of course, it can be a very 

valuable tool – we couldn’t have done without it during the pandemic for example and 

people who can’t make it to church in person, still watch services online. We all use 

technology every day and there’s no reason why we shouldn’t. We can never go back to a 

day when we didn’t have the devices we now have even if we wanted to, but technology 

can’t fix everything. We want technology to be the quick fix to many problems, rather than 

looking for the slower, more thoughtful, long-term solution. Many people think technology 

will be the solution to the climate crisis, without recognising that we all need to play our part 

to use less and recycle more and lobby our governments and big corporations to do better 

– make our voices heard. 

Wisdom cries out in the street – how long will you love being foolish, taking delight in 

scoffing and mocking others? 

Wisdom has stretched out her hand, but no one heeded. When panic strikes, like the panic 

of those people in the play deprived of the internet, the panic of not having enough 

information and of not having it now, the panic of fake news, and data breaches, and 

hacked data, and false information, Wisdom will laugh in our faces, because we hated 

knowledge and did not choose wisdom and the path of God. 

 
Bible Readings: Mark 8:27-38 
   James 3:1-12 
 
“Not many of you should become teachers … because we who teach will be judged more 

strictly” says James. For those of us, individuals and congregations, who chose to teach 

and preach on the climate crisis, and any issue of justice, we need to live with integrity, 

ensuring that our actions and behaviour match our words. We also need to think about how 
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we make sure we’re listening to the voices of those who have lived experience: the 

communities already badly affected by the climate crisis. Many of them are teaching us 

through their witness, and articulate descriptions of their lives and how their ways of living 

are affected, and often destroyed. It makes me wonder how we might better contribute to 

ensuring there is space for their voices to be heard. “No human being can tame the tongue” 

says James. Notice how James challenges us to watch what we say, and how we say it, 

something that feels so relevant in our world of fast responses and social media 

interactions. Debate can become heated on so many issues, including the climate crisis 

with a small but vocal minority claiming it’s not real, yet the language used and comments 

made can hurt others, as well as hurting our arguments if we lose control.  As people of 

faith, guided by scripture and prayer, and aspiring to live in respectful partnership with the 

whole of God’s creation, we know the message we share is vital. Does this make it all the 

more vital that we make sure we communicate mindfully, and respectfully, with those we 

seek to persuade and influence?  “Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same 

spring? Can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs?” I’m struck by James’ use of the 

natural world as an allusion at the end of this passage. It encourages us to meditate on the 

integrity of the natural world surrounding us, each part being itself and sharing their fruits 

with us. This reminder also challenges me to think about who I am, and what I want to 

produce, with integrity, in this world. How might I live with the same integrity as the fig tree, 

and the freshwater stream?   

Immediately after he is named as the Messiah, Jesus begins to speak of the challenge of 

following him. He speaks paradoxically – ‘those who want to save their life will lose it …  

what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?’  There are very clear 

resonances between this passage and the climate crisis. In the nineteenth century the men 

who helped spark the industrial revolution aimed to gain power over nature, and the whole 

world. James Watt, credited with the invention of the steam engine, said he wanted to ‘find 

out the weak side of nature and to vanquish her.’   

This economic and industrial power has enabled humanity to remake the world and has led 

us towards climate chaos. We, especially those of us who live in wealthy Western nations, 

have sought safety and security by building awesomely powerful economic structures. 

While undoubted good things have come as a result, the whole process has got out of 

hand. We have gained the whole world and are in imminent danger of forfeiting our lives. 

So, let us take to heart Jesus’ call to take up our cross and follow him. The cross is 

uncomfortable and difficult to carry, but it also changes the world. We are being called, by 

Jesus, to change our priorities – to put Jesus at the centre of our lives. In so doing, we can 
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open ourselves up to the transforming power of the love of God and change the world for 

good.   

One of the things that struck me most about today’s readings was that they are all about 

words in some way. James says the tongue is a fire which cannot be tamed; we use it to 

bless and we use it to curse. We can do both those things thoughtfully and we can do them 

both without thinking about the consequences. In a simple choice of words, we can build up 

or we can hurt and destroy, we can let slip those hidden, unbidden prejudices and 

partialities. In the reading from Mark, we get so caught up with the need to pick up a cross 

to follow Jesus that we miss the subtle messages we are being given about words and 

language. Jesus sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone he was the Messiah. We 

hardly ever hear Jesus ordering the disciples to do anything except to keep quiet about who 

he is. Then straight afterwards he talks quite openly about his only suffering, death and 

resurrection.  

Words matter, but beyond the words what matters are the relationships built and broken 

with words; the reciprocity created with words, and the beauty of a lack of words. Or as 

today’s psalm says, ‘look to the heavens, they have no voice, there are no words, yet their 

voice goes out through all the earth and their words to the end of the world.’ 

What if by Malcom Guite (Anglican priest and poet) 

What if every word we say 
Never ends or fades away, 
Gathers volume, gathers way, 
Drums and dins us with dismay, 
Surges on some dreadful day 
When we cannot get away 
Whelms us till we drown? 

What if not a word is lost? 
What if every word we cast; 
Cruel, cunning, cold, accurst, 
Every word we cut and paste, 
Echoes to us from the past, 
Fares and find us first and last, 
Haunts and hunts us down? 

What if each polite evasion, 
Every word of defamation, 
Insults made by implication, 
Querulous prevarication, 
Compromise in convocation, 
Propaganda for the nation, 
False or flattering persuasion, 
Blackmail and manipulation, 
Simulated desperation 
Grows to such reverberation 
That it shakes our own foundation, 
Shakes and brings us down? 
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Better that some words be lost, 
Better that they should not last, 
Tongues of fire and violence. 
Word through whom the world is blessed, 
Word in whom all words are graced, 
Do not bring us to the test, 
Give our clamant voices rest, 
And the rest is silence. 
 

Hymn  Let us talents and tongues employ R&S 453 
 
Let us talents and tongues employ, 
reaching out with a shout of joy: 
bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 
 

Christ is able to make us one, 
 at the table he set the tone, 
teaching people to live to bless, 
love in word and in deed express. 
 
Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
God (Immanuel) everywhere! 

Fred Kaan 

Lord’s Supper  
We remember, as we do at every communion service, the gift of the life and death of God’s Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Come to this table, you who are beloved in Christ.  Come, not because you 
must, but because you may.   
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Loving God, the world you made is beautiful and full of wonder. 
You made us, with all your creatures, and you love all that you have made. 
You gave us the words of your prophets, the stories of your people throughout the generations,  
and the gathered wisdom of many years. 
You gave us Jesus, your Son, to be born and to grow up 
in difficult times where there was little peace. 
He embraced people with your love and told stories to change us all. 
He healed those in pain and brought to life those who had lost hope. 
He made friends with anyone who would listen and loved even his enemies. 
For these things, he suffered. For these things, he died. 
And he was raised from death and lives with you forever. 
You give us your Holy Spirit, to teach and to strengthen us, 
to remind us of Jesus Christ and to make us one in him. 
For all these gifts we thank you, and join with all your people 
on earth and in heaven, in joyful praise, saying:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

This is the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died  
Christ is risen  
Christ will come again. 
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Lord God, send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine, 
and upon your people, that Christ may be with us, 
and we may be ready to live for you 
and do what you ask of us, today and every day to come. Amen  
 
On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and said, this is my body which is broken for you. Do this is remembrance of me. In the same way 
he took the cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, Do this as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Sharing of bread and wine 
 
Prayer after communion 
Most gracious God, we thank you for what you have given us.  
You have fed us with the bread of life and renewed us for your service. 
Now we give ourselves to you, and ask that our daily living  
may be part of the life of your kingdom, and that our love may be your love 
reaching out into the life of the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Wisdom cries out in the street, help us to listen.  
We ask for your wisdom to discern your ways and path for our own lives. 
We ask for wisdom to discern how to deal with others we meet in our daily lives. 
We ask for wisdom in the difficult situations we may have to deal with as we go through life. 
We ask for wisdom in dealing with injustices in our world. 
We ask for wisdom for the leaders in our world, our country, and our community. 
We ask for wisdom and strength to tackle the climate crisis – to speak out, to play our part, and 
demand justice for those most affected. 
We ask for wisdom for our church leaders, worldwide and local, as they preach your word,  
inspire and help us grow as disciples. And we pray wisdom for our Church Meeting today. 
We ask for wisdom and compassion as we reach out to those in need, as we minister to those who 
are homebound and in nursing homes; in hospitals, and in recovery. 
Holy One, we ask for your wisdom that not only enlightens us but transforms us and guides us in 
our daily walk with you. May our words, thoughts and actions be a blessing to all around us. 
 
This Fairtrade fortnight, we pray for those who are not treated fairly in trade or in their daily lives. 
Help us to make good choices about where, and from whom we buy the things we need for our 
daily living. Make us mindful of where our food and clothing comes from and how others may suffer 
and go without to make our lives easier. 
 
We pray for those whose daily need for healthy food, clean water and proper shelter goes un-met, 
and for those misusing the gifts that they have in the vain pursuit of pleasure.  Feed them with all 
the good things of Christ for life now and in eternity. 
 
Have mercy on those whose lives have been broken by violence and crime. Feed them with hope 
and a new life in Christ. Be with those who through anger, mistake or bad timing are now in prison. 
Grant wisdom and compassion to our government and justice system to improve and break the 
cycle of re-offending. 
 
At the end of Suicide Prevention week, we pray for all those afflicted with mental illness and those 
who care for them. Hear our prayer, too, for our congregations to respond with Jesus' compassion 
and understanding to all people in need.  
 
We pray for the many places in our world where people are living through war and conflict, thinking 
especially of Israel Palestine, Ukraine, Sudan and Myanmar. 
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In the silence we bring to mind all those known to us who are ill, those in hospital, those receiving 
treatment or waiting for test results, and those who mourn, thinking especially of the families of Roy 
Price and Viola Eveleigh… 
Wrap them in your love and grace and grant them peace. And we bring all these prayers together 
in the prayer Jesus taught us:  
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn    Christ be our light  Red Folder 65

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 

 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

Longing for food, many are hungry 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us Your bread, broken for others 
Shared until all are fed. 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
Many the heart that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another 
Making your kingdom come. 

Bernadette Farrell

Blessing   
Go out into the world to make a difference.  
Go out to be the light of Christ in the darkness of poverty, oppression and injustice.  
Go out with a loving heart and an open mind.  
And may the grace of God the Creator, the love of Christ the Redeemer, and the peace of 
the Holy Spirit our Sustainer be with us now and remain with us always. Amen 
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