Christ Church, 21 July 2024

Call to Worship

Day by day, God leads us:

to the deep, deep pools of peace,

to the green, lush lawns of grace.
Day by day, Jesus calls us:

to pour out ourselves in service,

to anoint the stranger with hope.

Day by day, the Holy Spirit shows us:
the community we could be,

the family we are called to become.

Hymn The Lord’'s my shepherd Red Folder 90  Stuart Townend

Offering

The Shepherd cares for us, providing all that we need in abundance.

The Shepherd calls us to love one another in truth and action.

May our gifts reflect our trust in the Shepherd’s care.

May our offerings show our willingness to love one another.

God of love, you abide with us; you provide for all our needs and guide us in your ways.
Out of gratitude for your care, we bring our gifts before you.

Use them for your work of caring,

that all may feast at the table of abundance,

walk without fear, and drink deeply from the cup of compassion. Amen

Opening Prayers

Awaken from your slumber, and bring your fears and anxieties

into the presence of the Lord our God.

Hear the call of our Shepherd, and allow His voice

to lead from selfish ambition to the feast of grace.

May the light of Christ shine into the hidden darkness of our lives

and restore us for the service of the Lord.

May the Good Shepherd be present in our worship and guide us in the days to come.
URC Prayer Handbook p29

Hymn Joy to the world R&S 135 (Tune Antioch) omit v3

Joy to the World , the Lord is come! Repeat the sounding joy,
Let earth receive her King; Repeat the sounding joy,
Let every heart prepare Him room, Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing, He rules the world with truth and grace,
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! And wonders of His love,
Let men their songs employ; And wonders of His love,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains And wonders, wonders, of His love.

Isaac Watts

Bible Readings: Jeremiah 23:1-6
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

Hymn When our lives are harsh and barren (tune Abbot’s Leigh R&S 530)
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When our lives are harsh and barren,
still we have a Shepherd’s care,
always seeking fresher pastures

for this weary flock to share.

Still our Shepherd’s wisdom guides us
when life’s trackless, dry and bare,

til we reach restoring waters;

know, once more, that God is there.

Even in the darkest dangers,
deep ravines of hurt or fear,

still you walk each step beside us,
guard us 'til our way is clear;

risking all to be our Saviour,

guiding 'til new joys appear,

constant through the deepest darkness,
seen or unseen, always near.

When we flee, pursued and hunted,
still, your shepherd’s tent is there:
safety, welcome, help and healing,
pitched before us, prove you care.

Now, by grace, your kindness tracks us,
goodness seeks us ev'rywhere.

Let us stay with you for ever;

desert Shepherd, hear our prayer!

John Campbell © Kevin Mayhew Ltd

You may be forgiven for thinking that today is Good Shepherd Sunday, what with the psalm
being Psalm 23 and readings from Jeremiah about shepherds and Jesus feeling
compassion for the crowd because they are like sheep without a shepherd. But it's not.
Good Shepherd Sunday was in April, but there is a healthy dose of shepherding in today’s
readings.

Shepherd was a common metaphor for king both in Israel and in other ancient Middle
Eastern civilizations. In this passage from the prophet Jeremiah, the word undoubtedly
refers to the kings of Judah, but the judgment also encompasses Judah’s other leaders.
Both prophets and priests are mentioned in the following verses of chapter 23.

What have these shepherds done to deserve divine judgment? They have scattered the
flock. They have not “attended” to their flock, so the Lord will instead “attend” to the
shepherds; and that is not a good thing for the wayward shepherds. At the very least they
will be replaced with some better ones. The details of the shepherds’ sins are not
mentioned but the previous chapter provides some context. “Thus says the LORD: Act with
justice and righteousness and deliver from the hand of the oppressor anyone who has been
robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed
innocent blood in this place” we hear in Jeremiah 22. Oppression, violence, the shedding of
innocent blood, neglecting to take up the cause of the widow, the orphan, and the foreigner
- these are the sins of the kings of Judah, along with idolatry.

The consequences of bad leadership are devastating — because the shepherds sin and
don’t practice justice and righteousness, the flock is scattered. The consequences of bad
leadership are devastating in every age and place. We know that today only too well. We
see it every day on the news. To take just one example, the brutal attack by Hamas on
Israel resulted in the deaths of over a thousand Israelis, and many hostages are still being

held in Gaza. And the ensuing devastating response from the Israeli government has
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ushered in nothing but death and destruction for over 37,000 people in Gaza, mostly
civilians, with no assurance of lasting security for Israel. Meanwhile, in Europe, the ego of
one man, Vladimir Putin, has resulted in the deaths of well over 100,000 Ukrainians and
Russians and the devastation of Ukraine’s infrastructure. Bad leadership destroys lives and
community. And bad leadership is not confined simply to outright violence. Corruption,
deceit, self-centeredness, laziness - such qualities in a leader, whether they be a king,
prime minister, or president, make the lives of their citizens much harder and more
insecure.

The good news From Jeremiah is that God sees and judges such leaders, and that God will
gather the flock that has been scattered. The people will again be “fruitful and multiply,” an
obvious reference back to the creation story in Genesis, where God is the one who rules,
the one who creates life and causes it to flourish abundantly. And God will raise up new
shepherds for God’s people. These new leaders will actually shepherd the flock, so that
they will not be afraid, “nor shall any be missing”. The promise continues: God will raise up
a descendant of King David, that golden king of Israel. This “righteous Branch” from David’s
line will reign with wisdom and his reign will be marked by justice and righteousness.
Christians rightly hear Jesus in this promise and prophecy, but the promise also tells us
something about temporal rulers.

The virtues of justice and righteousness are a recurring theme in these chapters of
Jeremiah. They are the qualities of a good king. A ruler who is just will ensure that justice is
done, that the rich will not oppress the poor and the powerful will be held accountable for
their actions. The Hebrew word for justice, mishpat can also be translated “judgment.”
Judgment is sometimes necessary in order for justice to be done. That God will judge the
bad shepherds is good news for those whom they oppress.

Rulers who practice righteousness, are upright and virtuous. They refrain from doing evil
and they obey God’s commandments, including the commandment to care for the poor and
vulnerable, the widow, the orphan, and the foreigner. The rulers who practice righteousness
have no blood on their hands. They obey God and they serve their people. Such a leader,
such a shepherd will be called by the name “The LORD is our righteousness”.

Jesus is such a leader — instead of retreating from the crowds who follow him. He has
compassion on them, seeing them as sheep without a shepherd; and he teaches them and
heals many sick. And we will hear in the section that is missed out, how his compassion

causes him to feed the hungry — feeding over 5,000 people with food left over.
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The reading from Mark, leaves out two massive stories — the feeding of the five thousand
and Jesus walking on water, which we will get next week from the gospel of John, to give us
two short snippets that don’t at first, seem to tell us all that much.

The disciples who extended Jesus’ ministry of preaching, and healing by being sent out two
by two with nothing but the shirt on their backs two Sundays ago have returned and report
back to Jesus. Presumably their ministry conducted with Jesus’ authority has added to his
growing reputation in the region, hence the crowds of people flocking to hear him and be
healed by him. In between their sending out and coming back, Mark gave us the story of
John the Baptist's execution which ought to remind us of the dangers lurking for Jesus and
his disciples. Getting away for a while to rest sounds like a good idea for Jesus and his
followers for many reasons, but there’s never an escape from the suffering of the world as
many people see them leave and a great crowd has gathered by the time they go ashore.
Practicing justice and righteousness, continue to be important for leaders today, whether
kings and queens, prime ministers, or presidents. This year more countries have gone to
the polls than for many decades — India, Russia, South Africa, Mexico, France, our own
country to name just a few (a quick internet search, will show that it is probably easier to
look for countries not having an election in 2024!) and of course the United States which in
many ways affects the political atmosphere around the world. There the two men who
would be leader have many flaws, not least their age. One is a known liar and convicted
criminal who incites violence and has now been on the receiving end of violence. Justice
and righteousness don’t seem to be playing much part in the run-up to that election!

So, we should listen to Jeremiah, and pray for leaders of integrity to be chosen, shepherds
who truly serve their people, who practice justice and righteousness and have compassion
for the people like Jesus did. Pray for such leaders in all the nations around the world,
shepherds who will usher in God’s peace, and God’s kingdom of justice and righteousness
so that their people “shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing,” so

says the Lord.

Hymn Put peace into each other's hands R&S 635

Put peace into each other's hands Put peace into each other's hands,
and like a treasure hold it; like bread we break for sharing;
protect it like a candle flame, look people warmly in the eye:

with tenderness enfold it. our life is meant for caring.

Put peace into each other's hands As at communion, shape your hands
with loving expectation; into a waiting cradle;

be gentle in your words and ways, the gift of Christ receive, revere,

in touch with God's creation. united round the table.
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Put Christ into each other's hands, in love make peace, give peace a chance
he is love's deepest measure; and share it like a treasure.

Lord’s Supper

As we prepare to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we make our confession:

Holy God, you never stop searching for Your people. Your care for us anticipates our need.
Before we recognized we needed your grace, Your Son Jesus gave his life for our forgiveness.
We confess that we need your forgiveness and confess our sins:

You are the shepherd and we are your flock,

but we admit the times we have tried to take your place and take control ourselves.

We admit that we have not always trusted your good news to be good for us.

At times we have pleaded with you to care for us, but we have held back from caring for others
and ignored the needs of others.

Lord, have mercy upon us. Forgive us in the name of Jesus.

Loving God, teach us by the Holy Spirit to follow You

in the days and places of the weeks ahead. Through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

We remember, as we do at every communion service, the gift of the life and death of God’s Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ. Come to this table, you who are beloved in Christ. Come, not because you
must, but because you may.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Loving God, the world you made is beautiful and full of wonder.
You made us, with all your creatures, and you love all that you have made.
You gave us the words of your prophets, the stories of your people throughout the generations,
and the gathered wisdom of many years.
You gave us Jesus, your Son, to be born and to grow up
in difficult times where there was little peace.
He embraced people with your love and told stories to change us all.
He healed those in pain and brought to life those who had lost hope.
He made friends with anyone who would listen and loved even his enemies.
For these things, he suffered. For these things, he died.
And he was raised from death and lives with you forever.
You give us your Holy Spirit, to teach and to strengthen us,
to remind us of Jesus Christ and to make us one in him.
For all these gifts we thank you, and join with all your people
on earth and in heaven, in joyful praise, saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
This is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

Lord God, send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine,

and upon your people, that Christ may be with us,

and we may be ready to live for you

and do what you ask of us, today and every day to come. Amen
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On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, this is my body which is broken for you. Do this is remembrance of me. In the same way
he took the cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, Do this as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Sharing of bread and wine

Prayer after communion

Most gracious God, we thank you for what you have given us.

You have fed us with the bread of life and renewed us for your service.
Now we give ourselves to you, and ask that our daily living

may be part of the life of your kingdom, and that our love may be your love
reaching out into the life of the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Loving Shepherd, you lead and guide, you walk alongside,

you prepare, you feed, you call, all of your sheep,

even those of us who are lost, those of us who stray constantly,

those of us who stay close to your comforting staff.

We are grateful for the lush green pastures of our lives and give thanks for all your blessings.
There are so many who walk in the shadows of fear and suffering and despair,

and we pause now, to offer our prayers

for the broken and bleeding places in this world... (current news)

We also offer our prayers for the sheep of our own flocks,
our families and friends, in this our church and our community...(silence)
And we pray for our Church Meeting, that our discussions may be guided by your

wisdom and grace.

O Loving Shepherd, in you we have all we need,

Help us to follow your example, so that everyone might have what they need,

in Jesus’ name we pray, saying:
Lord’s Prayer

Hymn The God of Abraham praise R&S 121 omitvs 3, 4 & 5, new v5

The God of Abraham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days,

And God of Love;

JEHOVAH, great | AM!

By earth and Heav’'n confessed;

| bow and bless the sacred name
Forever blessed.

The God of Abraham praise,

At whose supreme command

From earth | rise—and seek the joys
At His right hand;

| all on earth forsake,

Its wisdom, fame, and power;

And Him my only portion make,

My shield and tower.

There dwells the Lord our king,
The Lord our righteousness,
Triumphant o’er the world and sin
The Prince of peace;

On Sion’s sacred height

His kingdom still maintains,

And glorious with His saints in light
Forever reigns.

The whole triumphant host

Give thanks to God on high;

Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
They ever cry.

Hail, Abraham’s God, and mine!
(I'join the heav’nly lays)

All might and majesty are Thine,
And endless praise.

Thomas Olivers

6
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Blessing

Go now with your trust in the good shepherd,

and let us love, not just in words,

but in truth and action.

Believe in the name of Jesus Christ,

and love one another, just as he has commanded us.

And may God be at your side, even in valleys of death.
May Christ Jesus be the cornerstone of your life.

And may the Holy Spirit abide in you

and tend you with love and mercy all the days of your life.
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