Christ Church United Reformed Church
Service
Sunday 28 July 2024

Call to worship: We come before God as his loving children. Let us
raise the rafters with our praise and be ready to listen to what he has to
say. Let us give thanks for his everlasting love and accept him as our
loving Shepherd.

Hymn: R&S 96 “How great is Thy faithfulness”
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with thee;

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
As thou hast been forever wilt be

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness’
Morning by morning new mercies | see;

All I have needed thy hand has provided,

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

Summer and winter, springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Great is thy faithfulness etc.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,



blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.

Great is thy faithfulness etc.

Children’s Time: | want to take you back to a time almost 200 years
ago and to a country which at that time had no telephone, no electricity —
in fact, none of the comforts we take for granted. That country was
Canada.

There is a story about a minister, whose congregation was scattered
across a large area and some of them were unable to come to his
church every Sunday because of the distance involved. So, week by
week, he rode to see all the outlying families and prepared a short
worship which he and they joined in.

One day he arrived to see a particular family only to find that their
daughter was dangerously ill. Remember the same problems of distance
existed for doctors as well as ministers and modern medicines which
today would have been a cure did not exist!

The minister sat down with the child and taught her the first line of Psalm
23 using the fingers of her right hand as words. Her thumb became

“The”, the second finger became “Lord” her middle finger became “is
the ring finger became “my” and the little finger became “Shepherd”.

Sometime later the minister was asked to come to the family to take the
child’s funeral and amongst al their grief they told the minister that when
she died she had been touching the fingers of her right hand and the last
finger she touched before she died was the ring finger which had
become “my”. That little girl indeed believed that the Lord was HER
shepherd. So, we should also believe that he leads us and comforts us
no matter where we are, whether that is at home, in school or even
outdoors playing. AMEN

Collection
Hymn: WF 30” He’s got the whole wide world in His hands”.
He’s got the whole wide world in his hands,
He's got the whole wide world in His hands,
He's got the whole wide world in His hands,
He’s got the whole world in His hands.
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He’s got ev'rybody here in His hands
He’s got ev'rybody here in His hands,
He’s got ev'rybody here in His hands,

He’s got the whole world in His hands.

He's got the tiny little baby in His hands,
He’s got the tiny little baby in His hands,
He's got the tiny little baby in His hands,

He’s got the whole world in His hands.

He’s got you and me brother, in His hands,
He’s got you and me brother, in His hands,
He’s got you and me brother, in His hands,

He’s got the whole world in His hands.

The blessing for the children as they leave for Sunday club.

Introduction

The theme this morning is God'’s faithfulness and redeeming love,

And although Psalm 23 was one of the lectionary readings for last week,
| make no apology for using it this week as it highlights God’s love for us.

Of course, the greatest example of God'’s love for us is His gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ and in the reading from John’s gospel we hear about
the feeding of the five thousand as well as Jesus walking on the waters
of the Lake of Galilee. So, Chris will now read the Old Testament

reading.
Reading 1 Psalm 23
Talk 1



The psalm that Chris has just read for us is perhaps the best known of
all the psalms. As | child | was brought up with the metrical psalms and
the metrical version of this, to the tune “Crimond” was the first where |
learnt the base part whilst singing in our school boys choir and also
learning to conduct the choir.

Jesus showed time and time again that He would and could provide for
those who followed Him. Just as a shepherd provides for his sheep so
does Jesus provide for His followers and there is no better description of
this than Psalm 23.

David was probably an old man when he wrote this Psalm. He had seen
tragedies and disappointments, but he had also come to know God — a
good shepherd who gives his children more than they deserve So what
does the good shepherd provide? There a re sixth things listed in the
Psalm.

Firstly, he/she makes provision for us, and this is true of God for he
provides all that we need as stated in verse 1. Secondly, he provides
rest from my journeys, the psalmist says, “He lets us rest in fields of
green grass’. Thirdly, he gives safety from our enemies — He provides a
banquet for us where all our enemies can see us and know that God is
our Protector.

Fourthly, He provides strength and guidance — in verse 3 the psalmist
says “He gives me knew strength. He guides in the right paths as he has
promised. Fifthly, he offers companionship — verse 4 reads “Even if | go
through the deepest darkness, | will not be afraid, Lord for your
shepherd’s rod and staff protect me” and lastly, we are offered paradise
in the final verse of the Psalm “I know that your goodness and love will
be with me all my life and your house will be my home forever.

So, no matter how underserving we may feel, God'’s love for us is total
and unconditional and not just for a few hours or a few days but for our
entire lives. AMEN.

Hymn WF 67 “Lord the light of your love is shining”
Lord the light of your love is shining,
In the midst of darkness, shining

Jesus, Light of the world,



Shine upon us,

Set us free by the truth, You now bring us,
Shine on me, shine on me.

Shine, Jesus shine,

Fill this land with the Father’s glory;
Blaze, spirit blaze,

Set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy,
Send forth your word,

Lord and let there be light.

Lord, | come to Your awesome presence,
from the shadows into your radiance;

by the blood | may enter your brightness,
search me, try me, consume all my darkness,
shine on me, shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine etc.

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness,

so our faces display your likeness.

ever changing from glory to glory,
mirrored here may our lives tell Your story.
Shine on me, shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine etc

Reading 2 John 64 vv 1-21
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This reading from John is, | am sure, a familiar one to most of you,
covering as it does tow of the most familiar stories of the gospels — the
feeding of the 5,000 and Jesus walking on water, the latter being the
subject of my talk the last time | led the service here and | want to spend
a little time looking at Jesus in relation to Psalm 23.

Many times in the New Testament, Jesus declares himself to be the
Good Shepherd and in both stories Jesus exhibits the gifts we discussed
in Psalm 23.

A large crowd had followed Jesus, walking round Lake Galilee as he and
the disciples sailed across. | am sure he was tired, but his first thought
when he saw the crowd was not “| wish they would leave me in peace”
but “Where can we buy enough food to feed all these people” In other
words He wanted to provide what these people needed — something to
eat. The disciples were pessimistic, Philip answering that it would take
more than two hundred silver coins to give everyone even a little.
Andrew, though had discovered a young boy who had five loaves of
barley bread and two fish, which on the face of it, was next to useless.
Jesus though still had compassion and he blessed the food, giving
thanks to God and there was enough to feed everyone with plenty left
over.

Jesus walking on the water was another example of His taking on the
mantle of the Good Shepherd. He rescued the boat from the storm and it
came to a safe haven. Just as in Psalm 23 where the psalmist says
“‘Even if | go through the deepest darkness, | will not be afraid, Lord for
you are with me”, Jesus was there to calm their fears and guide the boat
safely to its destination.

Just as David was singing about Jehovah, his one and only God, so we
have the additional comfort of Jehovah’s Son. During his short time of
preaching and teaching before His crucifixion, time and time again Jesus
showed the same six qualities which | discussed earlier as shown by a
Good Shepherd. Jesus reinforces the message of Psalm 23 that God’s
goodness and love will be with us for ever and His house will be our
forever home, for by his death on the cross and his resurrection He has
given those who follow him two vitally important gifts - forgiveness of our
sins and everlasting life. AMEN

Hymn: R&S 104 “Praise my soul the King of heaven””
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Praise my soul the King of heaven;

To his feet thy tribute bring,
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like me His praise should sing?
Praise Him! praise Him!

Praise the everlasting King.

Praise Him for His grace and favour
to his people in distress;

praise Him still the same for ever,
slow to chide and swift to bless:
Praise Him! Praise Him!

glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like He tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame He knows;

in His hands He gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes:

Praise Him! Praise Him!

Widely as His mercy flows.

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish,
blows the wind and it is gone,

but while mortals rise and perish
God endures unchanging on.

Praise Him! Praise Him!



Praise the high Eternal One.

Angels help us to adore Him,

Ye behold Him face to face;

Sun and moon bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space:

Praise Him! praise Him!

Praise with us the God of grace!

Prayers of Intercession

Hymn WF 31 “Hear our cry O King of heaven”
Hear our cry, O king of Heaven,

Jesus hope to every heart.

We are lost without Your glory,

we are lost without You, God.

Be the fire that burns within us,
Flames of love that purify,

Send Your power and Your salvation,
Let us see your kingdom come.

Only You can move the mountain,
Only you can heal our land,

Christ alone, our hope and glory

Christ alone in you we stand.

Turn Your eyes and show us mercy;



how we need Your Father’s love.
Lead us home, and out of darkness,

with Your gospel burning bright.

We believe our God is mighty,
we believe our God is here.
We believe our King is coming,

Christ alone in You we stand.

Praise the Lord, our God is mighty.
Praise the Lord our God is here.
Praise the Lord our King is coming.

Christ alone in you we stand.

Dismissal



