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Service
Sunday 23 June 2024
Confident in God and ready for anything?

Call to worship: We come before his throne, to humbly thank God; we
come to praise God; we come to worship God. Creator God, you are big,
and we are small please help us to worship you. Lord Jesus Christ you
are perfect and when we get things wrong help us to turn to you. Holy
Spirit you are powerful, and we are weak, please help us to trust you.
Amen

Hymn: WF 9 “Be still for the presence of the Lord”

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here;
come bow before Him now with reverence and fear.

In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground;

be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.

Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!

be still for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around.

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace.
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him;

be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.



Children’s Time: Do any of you know what this is? (I hold up a
catapult). Does this suggest a story from the Old Testament? Well today
we are going to hear about David and his battle with a giant of a man
who fought for the Philistines. What was his name?

David was the youngest of eight brothers. | can’t imagine what that was
like. It was bad enough for me to be the middle one of three. (Start slide
show)

One day David had to leave his sheep, because he had to take food to
his brothers who were soldiers in the King’s army. When he arrived at
the army’s camp, he saw that all the Israelite soldiers were too scared to
fight a giant of a man called Goliath. David said to them “Don’t be
scared, God is bigger than Goliath!”

David went to see the king and told him “I shall fight Goliath! God helped
me to fight a hungry lion and a hungry bear. God will help me to win” The
king wanted David to wear his armour, but he was a young boy so the
armour did not fit him “I can’t wear this he said! It is too big. | only know
how to throw stones in my sling”

Goliath did want to fight a young boy! David found 5 smooth round
stones. He prayed and asked no and asked God to help him to be brave,
then twirled his sling around his head. He let a stone fly from his sling
and the stone hit Goliath and knocked him flat. Everyone cheered! David
prayed to God saying, “Thank you for helping me to be brave.”

David sang a song to God here is what he said: “When | am afraid O
lord God Almighty, | put my trust in you “(Psalm 56 verse 3).

You know, it is not a cowardly thing to be afraid. You could be afraid of
other children who are making fun of you, or you could be afraid
because you have class tests which you think you won'’t do well in or it
could be moving to a new school where you have left all your friends
behind. So often, we allow our feelings to overwhelm us, and we forget
about God! However, all you must remember is that in those kinds of
situations you say a little prayer to God as David did and ask him to help
you to be brave and he will answer your prayer.
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Hymn: R&S 555” We are marching in the Light of God”.

We are marching in the light of God,

We are marching in the light of God,

We are marching in the light of God, we are marching, we are marching,
marching, we are marching in the light of God [to be sung twice]
Introduction

The theme this morning is “Confident in God and ready for anything? A
question that each one of us must answer at one time or another. Firstly,
we will be hearing about David and Goliath in a more formal reading
from chapter 17 of 1 Samuel and then we look at the familiar story of
Jesus calming the storm in Mark chapter 4 and | will then be looking at
what links the two readings and what it says to us.

Reading 1 1 Samuel 17 vv1, 4-11 and 32-49
Talk 1,

I, as | am sure most of you, have known the story of David and Goliath
since my own days in proper Sunday School, i.e. after the age of five.

Because of this, | think many times when we hear the story, familiarity
breeds not contempt, but disinterest.

For me, both this reading and the lectionary reading for last week from 1
Samuel, shows the disinterest of both his father Jesse and his brothers
in David. Just think of their astonishment when Samual anoints him as
the future king of Israel. He is the youngest and by no means the
favourite, for he is initially excluded from the meeting with Samuel. God
does not judge either David or men in general, using the same yardstick
that we might have used had we been in Samuel’s position. A young boy,
then, who the family who consider him only fit to look after their sheep,
while his brothers go off to the army.

So, what happens next? He is ordered to take food to his brothers and
when he arrives in the camp, he is surprised to find not one of the
soldiers is willing to face Goliath. Here is where David teaches both the
soldiers and us a well-deserved lesson. “Don’t’ be afraid “he says. God
is greater than Goliath. Defiantly he says he will fight Goliath, armed only
with his sling and five stones. We know the outcome, of course, Goliath
is slain. But why was David so confident? As well as looking after the
sheep a shepherd’s job was to defend the flock against wild animals.
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David already has experience of God being with him as he fought of
lions and bears, so why should this battle be any different., God will
protect him and strengthen him David puts his trust in God, knowing that
as he does so he will be able to face whatever is ahead with confidence
that God will be with him.

So often we face challenges, and we think we are on our own, but we
are not. Hindsight, as they say is a wonderful thing, but looking back at
key points in my life, where | had to make difficult choices, | see God’s
Holy Spirit guiding me. Sometimes | sit and think why | made that
decision and what would have happened Had | decided something
differently. I'll never know of course, but two things are certain; firstly that
| would probably not have had the privilege of meeting either my late
partner or my current partner that account together for over half my life,
and secondly, | would have missed out on so many experiences both in
my faith life and my work life. So, it is my belief God is always with us
whether we are aware of it or not.

Hymn WF 81 “Purify my heart”.
Purify my heart,

Let me be as gold

And precious silver

Purify my heart,

Let me be as gold,

pure gold.

Refiner’s fire,

My heart’s one desire

Is to be holy,

Set apart for You, Lord.

| choose to be holy,

Set apart for You, my Master,
Ready to do your will.



Purify my heart,
Cleanse me from within
And make me holy.
Purify my heart,
Cleanse me from my sin

deep within.

Reading 2 Mark 4 vv 35-41
Talk 2

This reading from Mark is, | am sure, a familiar one to most of you. In its
seven verses though it carries quite a punch.

The Lake of Galilee was notorious for its storms. They came literally out
of the blue with a quite terrifying suddenness and ferocity, which can still
be the case today. So as one of the storms appeared, Jesus and the
disciples were in a small boat crossing the lake. Jesus was sleeping in
the place reserved for any distinguished guest that is the little seat
placed on the stern, where a carpet and cushion were laid out.

| have heard sermons on this parable more often than | care to think
about, usually dwelling exclusively on Jesus’ actions in stilling the storm,
but this does the underlying meaning less than full justice. If we look as
this story as being symbolic for us, then it becomes far more important.

The disciples were scared, which always surprised me with so many
fishermen amongst them, but the severity of the storm was far more than
any of them had encountered before. However, once the disciples knew
that Jesus was there, their heats were filled with peace, to travel with
Christ was to travel in peace even in the wildest storm. Now, unlike just
looking at Jesus stilling the storm, which was a one-off event, never to
happen again, this still happens today with each one of us, as | can
testify to from my own experience.



Firstly, he gives us peace in the storm of sorrow. when sorrow comes, as
it must, He tells us of the glory to come and the love of God. Secondly,
he gives us peace when life’s problems drown us with uncertainty and
doubt. Rhere are times when we are at a crossroads, uncertain which
way to take. Yet if we turn to Christ and ask Him “What shall we do?” the
way becomes clear. Lastly, he gives us peace in the storms of anxiety.
Our chief enemy in this situation is worry. Worry for ourselves, worry
about an unknown future and worry for our loved ones. In this storm of
anxiety, he brings us peace, just as he brought peace to the disciples.

The theme this morning is “Confident in God and ready for anything.”
David was certain that if he prayed to God to keep him safe, he would
defeat Goliath. The disciples were not confident in God as the storm
arose, buy in the aftermath of Jesus’ actions, they were at peace and
ready for anything.

What does this mean for each one of us? As | look back on phase 1 of
our building project, there were times when people were expressing
doubts and there were times when | was in a storm of anxiety. Would we
raise sufficient funds to pay for the work? What did this mean for the
future at Christ Church. However, when this worry threatened to
overwhelm me, usually in the early hours of the morning, when | could
not get to sleep, | would turn to God in prayer and afterwards | was
always calmer. | had shared my worries and Christ lifted the burden from
me.

But what of going forward? We shall have a revamped Caley Hall and
meeting room to offer as warm and inviting spaces to the community.
Also, we shall have reduced our carbon footprint and led the community
by example. Phase 2 of the project will be put before Church meeting in
the autumn, and | am sure that all the doubts expressed before the work
started will come to the fore again. | have therefore got a message for
you, like David and the disciples be confident in God for with his help we
shall be ready for anything. Pray to God for guidance, as we take the
next steps, for if God wants something to happen it will!

| would like to end with a short prayer. After | ask the question “Will you
trust in God’s promises on (day of the week, starting with Monday and
finishing with Sunday),” please say “Help us God to trust you on (day of
the week)”



Hymn: WF 6 “As the deer pants for the water”
As the deer pants for the water,

So my soul longs after You.

You alone are my heart’s desire

and | long to worship You.

You alone are my strength, my shield

to You alone may my spirit yield.

You alone are my heart’s desire

and | long to worship You.

| want You more than gold or silver,
Only you can satisfy.

You alone are the real joy-giver
And the apple of my eye.

You alone efc.

You’re my friend and You are my brother,
even though you are a King.

| love You more than any other,

So much more than anything.

You alone efc.

Prayers of Intercession

Hymn R&S 590 “In heavenly love abiding”

In heavenly love abiding,

no change my heart shall fear,



and safe is such confiding,

for nothing changes here:

the storm may roar without me,
my heart may low be laid,

but God is round about me

and can | be dismayed?

Wherever He may guide me,
no want shall turn me back;
my Shepherd is beside me,
and nothing can | lack:

His wisdom ever waketh,
His sight is never dim;

He knows the way he taketh,

and | will walk with Him.

Green pastures are before me,
Which yet | have not seen;

Bright skies will soon be o’er me,
Where darkening clouds have been:
my hope | cannot measure,

my path to life is free;

my Saviour has my treasure,

And He will walk with me.

Dismissal

Hymn R&S 420 “The Lord bless you and keep you”.



The Lord bless you and keep you:

the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you:

the Lord lift his countenance upon you,

and give you peace.



