Christ Church 7™ April Il Easter

Intro:

Today we are doing something a bit different, as we often do on the 5" Sunday of the month, but
last week when it was the 5" Sunday it was Easter! There is an overall environmental flavour. We
will sing less and listen to music a bit more. We also have some interactive prayer stations, no
sermon, and an optional prayer walk at the Mount. There are activities here if you don’t want to, or
are not able, to walk to the Mount (or rain).

(Given the nature of the service we will not be live-streaming today.)

As both our Call to Worship and first song we listen to ‘Heaven’s Voice brings the Dawn’
https://youtu.be/msWHOHQTJRQ if you want to listen at home

Heaven’s voice brings the dawn,
out of chaos is born new creation
exploding with wonder;

planets spin into space,

earth and sky find their place,

all of nature awakes to its maker.

You say everything you’ve made is good:
the sun, the moon,

the stars that shine above.

You say everything you’ve made is good:
the land, the seas

and all that lives and breathes.

We sing praise to the maker,
to our King, our creator:
praise to Almighty God.

All creation together

singing one hallelujah:
praise to Almighty God.

We are formed from the dust,
with your image in us,
given life by the breath
you are breathing;
called to work and to care,
called to nurture and share;
called to serve you
and walk where you're leading.
© Joel Payne, Matt Weeks / Resound Worship, Administered by Jubilate Hymns Ltd

Words of Introduction

| believe the climate crisis is the most important thing that is happening in our world and as
Christians, people mandated to care for God’s creation, and as an Eco-Church, it is our duty to do
all that we can to live lives in which we consume as little as possible, destroy as little as possible,
and perhaps most importantly speak out about the climate crisis as much as possible. The recent
Synod meeting in March focussed on how being an eco-church can make a difference. I'm hoping
at some point to invite Rev. Catherine Ball from St lves URC to come and talk to us about some of
the fairly small things they have done at their church to improve their eco-church credentials.

Read Psalm 24:1-6 antiphonally.
Sing verses 7-10 at R&S 681

Prayer of confession
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Lord God, you made the world and declared it was ‘very good’.

And yet, we have not treated the earth and our fellow humans

with the care and respect they deserve.

We are sorry and ask for your forgiveness.

Give us the courage to keep raising our voices about the climate emergency,
which affects people living in poverty the worst.

And may your Spirit of peace be in the hearts of all people,

so that conflicts end in peace, and relationships are restored. Amen

We continue our prayers of confession by listening to ‘If the fields are parched’
https://youtu.be/-LsqrROrAcM if you want to listen at home

If the fields are parched

and the trees are felled

will the rocks cry aloud on their own?
If the birds are starved

and the beasts are killed

will the bones in the dust lift a song?

Have mercy, Lord,

have mercy, Lord.

Forgive our broken ways.
Have mercy, Lord,

have mercy, Lord.

Renew the world you made

As the oceans rise

and the wells run dry

do we care if disaster is near?

If our children starve

will they cry to God?

Will they curse us for closing our ears?

Still a day will come

when the Lord returns

and the earth will be perfect again

No more greed or war,

no more tooth and claw,

for the wolf and the lamb will be friends. © Chris Juby / Resound Worship

Bible Reading Mark 16:1-15

On Easter Sunday we read the shorter ending of Mark’s Gospel up to verse 8. Today we have
heard the longer version and the Revd David Coleman, Environmental Chaplain now reflects on
that:

Biblical reflection by Revd David Coleman, Environmental Chaplain
https://vimeo.com/914722834

Hymn Think of a world without any flowers R&S 123

Prayer Walk Rayleigh Mount — the walk is entirely optional. Everyone has been given the sheet
for the walk, as if you don’t want to, or are not able to do it today. You may want to go and sit
outside now and just read, reflect and pray, or you may want to take it home to do as a walk
another time, or sitting at home looking out of the window.

For those staying at church: (OR do the prayer walk with your mind/imagination)
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Read 1 Corinthians 13 and watch this reflection on it: https://vimeo.com/918091161
If time left - talk to your neighbour about the video, or visit the prayer stations

Time at the prayer stations / planting seeds

Prayers of intercession

We pray for the Church: that she may be a beacon of hope throughout the world, reminding us all
of our responsibility to care for and protect God’s precious gift of creation.

Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer.

We pray for the world, our common home: that through God'’s grace we may hear its cry of the
damage done and be moved to protect it for future generations to enjoy.

Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

We pray for those people who are already facing droughts, floods and storms: that God may grant
them strength and hope for the future as they work to adapt to the changing climate.

Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

We pray for our local church and community: that through the grace of God we may hear the
urgent cry of the earth and of the poor and be inspired to respond at this crucial time.

Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

We pray for the world we live in: that God may open our eyes to recognise the goodness of all
creation and help us to do what we can to restore and care for the wonderful gift that we have been
given. Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

We pray for world leaders: that God may grant them wisdom to make just decisions which respect
the earth and all that lives in it, especially those who are poorest and most vulnerable.

Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

We pray for our local community: that through God’s grace we may be good neighbours to each
other and to the whole of creation, restoring and caring for all that God has made.

Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

In the silence we bring to mind those known to us who particularly need your grace and healing at
this time... Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.

We pray for people living with the affects of climate change now:

Leader: For the sake of those facing rising temperatures, drought and water shortages,

All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of those facing unpredictable weather, disrupted seasons and failed crops,
All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of those facing flooding, land loss and salination of vital water supplies,
All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of all those who fear the changing climate,

All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of the poor, the vulnerable, and the refugee

All: Creator God, in your mercy, renew this damaged world.

Leader: For the sake of us all,

All: Creator God, in your mercy, recreate our hearts that we might partner

with you to renew this damaged world.

Father of creation, we thank you for all that you have made;

For the joy and glimpses of you we find in nature’s beauty,

For the variety of all you have provided through its resources.

Help us to tread lightly and use wisely,

Valuing the needs of others, and of creation, above our own desires.

Challenge us where we need to change our lifestyles,

Convict us when we need to speak out on behalf of a voiceless people, or world
And soften us where we have stood in judgement of others.

Father in your mercy, change us and use us

For the restoration of your world, and the protection of all your children. Amen
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Hymn God in his love for us lent us this planet R&S 85

Blessing

Go forth into this week remembering that the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. Touch the world
lightly, nourish the planet and all that is in it, and may the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love
of God, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us now and evermore. Amen

Closing Music - ‘You saw that it was good’ https://youtu.be/cifOphqiWWZM

At your bidding there was beginning,

at your summons this world was formed,

all things living brought into being

by the power of your word.

You saw that it was good,

you saw that it was good,

help us give you thanks

with the praise and awe we should.
For all your ways are good,
yes, all your ways are good;
God of all creation,
all your ways are good.

In this garden that you have given,

we were hungry for all its fruit,

so we plundered the earth and oceans,
seizing more than we were due.

We stole from what was good,

we stole from what was good,

help us face the truth

with the honesty we should.

For all your ways are good...

As the planet longs for redemption,
spoiled and reeling from nature’s loss,
we remember the source of healing
flowing out from Jesus’ cross.

You came down for our good,

you came down for our good,

help us look to you

with the hope and faith we should.

For all your ways are good...

If we bow down and seek your mercy,
will you hear us and still forgive?
Holy Spirit, make us determined

to reshape the way we live.

Restore all that is good,

restore all that is good,

help us change our hearts

so we show the care we should.

For all your ways are good...
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