Morning Service 14" April 2024
Starlings or Pigeons

Notices
Call to Worship — various scriptures

e Hymn, WF 79 ‘Our God is a great big God’
Prayer

e Hymn, WF 42 ‘If | were a butterfly’
Talk 1
Dollop & splodge song (listen only) by Doug Horley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1fKFAk8zfl

Offering
Prayer & LP (family version)

Talk 2

e Hymn, R&S 740 ‘Tell out my soul’
Prayer

Reading — Psalm 145 (Sandy, Penny, me)
Talk 3
e Hymn, WF 6 ‘As the deer’
Summary
e Hymn, R&S 415 ‘You shall go out with joy’

Benediction



Notices

Call

Matt 5: 1-3, ‘Now when He (Jesus) saw the crowds, He went up on a
mountainside and sat down (please be seated, incl me). His disciples came to
Him, and He began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Psalm 42: 1-2, ‘As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for
You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. Where can | go and
meet with God?’

Have you come here to find more of God? Is your soul thirsty for more of the
Lord Jesus in your life?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You said that we are to seek first God’s Kingdom above all else. We
often sing that the Lord is King of Kings; we often pray that His Kingdom come
and will be done. Lord Jesus, if our world is to be changed at all, if Your love is
to make any difference in our world, then come Lord, be King in me, in us;
bring Your Kingdom come in me, in us; may Your will be done in me, in us.
Then our world will be changed for the good of all. Thank You Lord. Amen.

Well, let’s have a sing, to praise God and lift His name high with all that we are,
there are actions for those who’d like to worship with your whole bodies not
just our voices.

e Hymn-—WF 79 ‘Our God is a great big God’

Prayer

Dearest Lord,

The Psalmist proclaims (Ps 27):

I’m asking God one thing, only one thing:

To live with Him in His house my whole life long.

I’ll contemplate His beauty; I'll study at His feet.

That’s the only quiet, secure place in a noisy world,

The perfect getaway, far from the buzz of traffic.

God holds me head and shoulders above all who try to pull me down.

I’m headed for His place to offer anthems that will raise the roof!

Already I’'m singing God-songs; I’'m making music to God.’

Lord God, Your house is wherever You are, and You are here with us now.
This is our quiet place, away from the noise of the world and the plans of our
day.

May we, like the Psalmist, find more of Your beauty here today, and raise our
voices in singing and our hearts and souls in praising You. Amen.

Going to think about two particular sorts of birds in a mo, but as we know God
loves all creatures so let’s sing about some of them.



e Hymn - WEF 42 ‘If | were a butterfly’

Talk 1

Will need some helpers, who can act like birds!

Can you flap your wings and walk about? Can you swoop? Can you gobble
food? Can you peck at food bending down? Can you do a bird strutt? Next one
you have to be very controlled and stop when | say, else you will spoil it for
everyone else .... Can you flap your wings and chatter?! Stop!!

Ok, think our actors are ready ....

We’re going to look at two of God’s beautiful birds - Starlings and Pigeons, to
see what we might learn from them. Now we know that the Lord loves all of
creation, including every one of us. But | do particularly love Starlings, they are
such characterful birds.

| was sat the other morning having an early cup of tea, watching the birds
begin to filter through our garden and have their breakfast from one of the
feeders we have for them.

The two Robins were engaging in their springtime territorial spats, strutting at
each other, (STRUTT), the finch numbers were starting to build, but it was all
fairly calm and considerate.

Then came the Starlings to the fat ball feeders!

It’s a banquet, a feast they have not worked for, provision of the best food
available.

First one swoops in (SWOOP) Pic 1, then calls all their friends in too (SWOOP)
Pic 2, and together they devour the goodness, gobbling it up (GOBBLE) ‘til they
are full Pic 3. Then they go away (FLAP ABOUT) to digest their first sitting
before coming back for more.

Their appetite is insatiable until all the food has been consumed.

Then they fly off (FLAP ABOUT) to gather together to chatter (CHATTER
STOP!), making sure each bird knows where the best meals are to be found Pic
4.

Pigeons on the other hand flutter in lazily (FLAP WINGS SLOWLY), often late.
They blunder around, eyes to the ground, to peck (PECK) at the husks and
dregs other birds have left behind Pic 5.

Starlings or Pigeons.

Thank you actors, I'll need you again later, but just listening for now &).

We could say that, just like us putting out the best food for the birds, God lays
so many banquets (that’s huge helpings of all good things) before us, where we



can feast on His love, presence and goodness. Things like the wonders of His
word, the bible, like in talking with The Lord (which is prayer), like being here
together in church today, all these are banquets/feasts from the Lord.

How do we come to church on a Sunday, or to a bible study, or to prayer?

Do we come like the pigeons (PECK) Pic 5, unenthusiastic, expecting to have to
work for crumbs from the Lord, or do we come like the Starlings (GOBBLE) Pic
3, ready to feast on the goodness the Lord always lays before us every time?
Here’s a song about how much of God’s love and goodness, a feast is offered
to us if we choose to receive it.

Youtube dollop and splogde song (Doug Horley)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1fKFAk8zfl

So, in gratitude for God’s giving to us, let’s give some back to Him, take up our
offering.

Offering & prayer

Lord Jesus,

We wonder at the beauty of Your creation, we thank You for the providing us
with our food and drink, and we cherish the love of our families and friends.
Lord, we offer these gifts to You with thankful hearts and in joyous praise. As
we give of our money and resources, we thank You that You will use these gifts
to provide for many more people in our community. Thank You for the
privilege of being able to give back to You from all the goodness You pour into
our lives too. Amen.

Please be seated and we’ll continue in prayer:

Dear Lord God,

Forget me not Lord, please help me not to forget You.

Forget me not Lord, but please forgive and forget my sins.

Forget me not Lord, but please help me to forgive and forget the
sins done against me.

.... For Your word says that if | do not forgive, | create a barrier that
prevents Your forgiveness towards me.

So, Lord Jesus, enable me to forgive and forget, because | really
need You to do that for me. Thank You.

Now we join together in saying our family prayer, on screen now.....
Amen.

Talk 2
| need my excellent actors again. Anoint head, open mouths wide (no sound!),
open eyes wide, hungry, roar and claw, full (arms open round big present).



Ps 23: 5, KD says of God, ‘You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies. You anoint my head with oil (ANOINT); my cup overflows.’

Ps 35: 8-10 (MSG), ‘Open your mouth and taste (OPEN MOUTHS WIDE NO
SOUND), open your eyes and see (OPEN EYES WIDE) — how good God is.
Blessed are those who run to Him (Kids carefully, run round and back).
Worship God if you want the best; worship opens doors to all His goodness.
Young lions (ROAR AND CLAW) on the prowl! get hungry (HUNGRY), but God-
seekers are full (FULL) of God.’

John 6: 35, ‘Jesus said, “l am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will never
go hungry; he who believes in Me will never be thirsty.”

Thank you actors! Question is, do we come to church like a Starling, expecting
to have your spirit fed, expecting to receive from God’s amazing blessings? Or
like a Pigeon head down, thinking of other stuff, not expecting much at all?

When we come to church/SFP/bible study/prayer, if we do not come with
hearts and senses open to and expecting to receive from the Lord, we're like
Pigeons to the crumbs, and we will get exactly what we came for — not a lot.
If however, we come with hearts and senses open to and expecting to receive
from the Lord, like the children do to Sunday Club, like Starlings to the fat-ball
feeders, again we will get what we came for and far more besides, because our
God is a generous God, so we receive a banquet, a feast from the Lord, a free
gift from God of the knowledge and understanding of more of His Goodness
and love, tailor-made just for us, no matter who is here at the front of what
sort of service it is.

Starlings or Pigeons.

Another thing | love about Starlings. Starlings are always chattering to each
other, Pigeons not very much. When | see the Starlings in the village gathering
on the wires Pic 6, | always stop the car (in a safe place of course), wind the
windows down, and allow the glorious sound of their conversations to fill my
ears.

Do we chatter to the Lord or about the Lord to each other, telling each other
and sharing together what God has done in our lives? We read in many places
in the Gospels how the disciples talked together about what JC did and said.
That’s fellowship, that’s building Christ-centered relationships, that’s creating
unity within our church community. Just as | relish hearing the beautiful
sounds of the Starlings, so | believe God relishes the sound of our prayers, our
chatterings and conversations with each other about God and with the Lord
Himself, which is prayer.

Starlings or Pigeons.

Next song tells us about the wonderful blessings of God, and tells us to tell
others about that too.



e Hymn - R&S 740 ‘Tell out my soul’

Prayer

Dear Lord Jesus, Your word says that not a bird falls without You knowing all
about it, and You know all about us too:-

Every thought we have, good or bad, loving, or judgemental and downright
horrid.

Every word we speak, encouraging or unkind, helpful or very hurtful, happy or
spitefully angry.

Every action we make whether kind or selfish, thoughtful or uncaring and
mean.

You know it all Lord .... But still You love us absolutely, totally, always.

Thank You that You heart is always, for ever seeking our attention, our
conversation, for us to spend time with You and to open our lives to every
goodness from You, even in the most difficult situations we may face.

Dear Lord, there are so many situations and people in our lives and in our
world that we care about and cause us concern and sadness. In the quietness
now, we lift them in our thought prayers to You Lord....

We think of people and situations close to us, our family and friends;

We think of our neighbourhood and the people within it;

We think of our church and how we can be united together;

We think of our world, its places and peoples.

Dear Lord Jesus, You are our God, our hope, healer, comforter, saviour and
friend; we lift Your name high, we give You our thanks and praise, and we ask
You to come fill us with more of Yourself this day and every day. Amen.

As our songs have told us, and as our bible tells us loud and clear, The Lord
makes available to us great big, fat-ball dollops of His loving kindness, His
goodness, His blessings, insight, strength, love, forgiveness, protection, etc, etc
at all times. Why do we so often peck and scratch around as if His love is
difficult and mean and hard work to get hold of?

Now, | have a full feeder here but no birds around it, a bit like our bibles if we
never read them. It needs birds, just like our bibles need to be opened and
read, so at back tables, some Starlings and Pigeons to colour in please, if any of
you of whatever age, would like something to do with your hands while you
listen, please do go get busy.

Reading — Psalm 145 ... Sandy, Penny, me

| will exalt you, my God the King; | will praise your name for ever and ever.
Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever.

Great is the LorD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.
One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts.



They speak of the glorious splendour of your majesty - and | will meditate on
your wonderful works.

They tell of the power of your awesome works - and | will proclaim your great
deeds.

They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

The Lorp is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.

The LorD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.

All your works praise you, LORD; your faithful people extol you.

They tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, so that all
people may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendour of your
kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through
all generations.

The Lorp is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does.

The Lorp upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

The Lorp is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does.

The Lorbp is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

He fulfils the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.
The LorD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.

My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD.

Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.

Talk 3

Verses 8-9, ‘The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in
love. The Lord is good to all, He has compassion on all He has made.’

Verses 13b-16, ‘The Lord is faithful to all His promises and loving towards all He
Has made. The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed
down, The eyes of all look to You, Lord, and You give them their food at the
proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.’
Verse 18, ‘The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in
truth.’

Every day is full of drops or even great dollops of His grace and mercy
whatever our situation, if we choose to be like the Starlings instead of like
Pigeons. When Starlings are on the feeders, they look up, take a mouthful, look
up again and so on. How do Pigeons feed? Looking down, always looking down
at their own feet, their own little patch of earth, their own little tiny view of
the world. No wonder they only find crumbs!

Starlings or Pigeons.



When we think about God’s word the Bible, are we like Starlings round a
feeder when or like Pigeons? Is the bible a stuffy old book full of irrelevance to
opened once on a Sunday morning and now not even in the pews unless we
ask for a one? Now, we know that the Lord loves ALL creation, Starlings and
Pigeons alike, and Psalm 145 tells us God is faithful to His promises; if our
bibles remain closed, how are we to find out what those promises are? How do
we test how faithful the Lord is if we can’t be bothered to read what it is He’s
said He'll be faithful to? That’s like Pigeons pecking crumbs Pic 5.

Is prayer something we do rarely, or maybe even occasionally? How are we to
know the heart of our Lord God for us if we hardly ever talk with Him, or if our
‘talking’ is really just give Him a list of requests, as if He’s a genie in a lamp?
That’s like Pigeons pecking crumbs Pic 5.

Poople whose faith is like the Starlings round a feeder relish God’s word, they
know it to be God speaking into their lives, today, through the words on those
pages. Starlings chatter, they talk with God, want to know more about God and
have more of God in their everyday lives.

And which of these two types of birds is easy pickings for a predator? I've
certainly never seen a Starling taken by a predator, but I've definitely seen
Pigeons being taken. For us those ‘predators’ could be things like worry, need
for control, lies, resentment, gossip, judging others, unwillingness to forgive,
unkindness, all these things steal our joy and dull our lives, like a predator.
John 10: 10, Jesus says to us, ‘The thief (the predator) comes only to steal and
kill and destroy; | came that they(you) may have life, and have it to the full.’

Starlings or Pigeons.

How’s the colouring going? You have this one song to finish your masterpieces
please. This song voices how our Lord God would love us to be towards Him,
every day.

e Hymn - WF 6 ‘As the deer’
Finished ones please to put up.

Summary

And lastly, what do Pigeons do when they get together? They just sit, which is
sometimes ok, rest times are important, but ........

What so Starlings do? As we’ve seen, they too sit on wires together Pic 6, but
boy do they know what unity in the Lord really is, being together as one for
Jesus, and it is stupendously beautiful!! Pic 7, video. They live life to the full,
they dance and chat and sing and fly and revel in the joy of the Lord and each
other.



Starlings and Pigeons.

If we are like Pigeons in our walk of faith, we will just keep pecking around at
this Christianity thing, heads down towards all the troubles and woes of this
world and the little bit of earth around us.

However, if in our walk of faith we are like Starlings on the fat-ball feeders,
ready, eager, hungry for the Lord and in conversation with Him, then we will
know and truly experience the immeasurable love of the Lord in our lives
today, the true bread of life for every one of us, and all the joy and life that
Jesus promises to brings to us and be in us, whoever we are, whatever our
situations or circumstances.

| have always loved Starlings. They are such beautiful, charismatic birds in so
many ways. | think I’d rather be like a Starling in my walk with the Lord Jesus,
how about you?

e Hymn - R&S 415 ‘You shall go out with joy’

Blessing

Father God, Brother Jesus, Friend Holy Spirit,

You are life, You are relentless kindness, You are light and hope, comfort and
healing, food for our spirits and joy to our days.

Thank You that You love us whoever we are, wherever we are in our walk with
You.

Lord, forgive us when we are so focussed on the crumbs of this world and fail
to raise the eyes of our hearts and prayers to You.

Lord Jesus, create in us a desire to know You more, like Starlings on a feeder,
to read Your stories, to talk with You and walk with You in all our every days.
In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.



