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 NEWS & CHAT 24 February 2022 
The online service is live-streamed every week from Christ Church, on the Christ Church Facebook page. 

 
Though no longer legally required by the government, masks must be worn for singing and are 

strongly recommended to be worn throughout Sunday Worship. 
 

To continue to keep Covid-19 safe, please remember to: 
 Wear a mask at all times (unless you have an exemption) required when singing. 
 Sanitise hands when entering the building 
 Keep at least 1m from people you are not in a ‘bubble’ or live with, including at groups meeting at 

church. 
During services and other events, we will endeavour to keep the Church as warm as possible whilst 
maintaining good ventilation, so please dress accordingly. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: we have now resumed collecting the offertory.  
Stewards will come to you, rather than passing the plate from person to person. 

 
Sunday 27 Feb.  10am at Christ Church, John Amos  
   10.30am at The Bridgwater Drive Church, The Minister 
 
ALL-AGE WORSHIP REVIEW  We are conducting a review of All-Age worship – if people like it, how we 
could do it better, etc. To help with this, every Sunday in February there will be a questionnaire available at 
church for you to complete (anonymously) on the day and leave at church. This Sunday is the last 
opportunity to complete a questionnaire. THANK YOU  
 
Next Wednesday, 2 March, is Ash Wednesday – the start of Lent. If you would like to watch the special 
online worship with Rayleigh Methodist, you can find it here: https://youtu.be/wfWNwn_-g2E  
NOTE – this is last year’s service (2021). We are not now in lockdown, but the service follows the standard 
Ash Wednesday liturgy, which is the same every year. 
 

This month  'Pop it in' groceries are for HARP and the envelopes are for Bar'N'Bus. 
 
Advance notice - World Day of Prayer on Friday 4th March at Rayleigh Baptist Church at 10.30am 
 

THIS Saturday - 26th February 2-5pm - Fairtrade Fortnight ‘BIG Brew’ 
and Church Open Day postponed from last week 

 
We are combining the Fairtrade ‘Big Brew’ and Fairtrade stall, with another ‘open day’ (More Tea Vicar) 
when the church will be open with displays about what we do and who we are. There will be art for sale, an 
art and craft area and a games area (Scrabble, Monopoly, that sort of thing) – if you have any games you’d 
like to play, please bring them along.  
Invite a friend! This is mainly a social event and for non-church people to come and get to know us. 

HOMEMADE CAKE and HOT DRINKS available! 
 
TIPS & IDEAS - from #64MillionArtists: Mindful moving / slow walking 
Try and get outside - and it's best if it isn't raining or blowing a gale! However you normally would 
walk, set off at your normal pace. Once you have been going for five or ten minutes, look for something 
interesting (and where you won't get in anyone's way!) - a park or a quiet stretch of pavement will do. If 
there is a hedge to look at, or shop windows to dawdle in front of, that's even better. 
Now consciously take note of your speed, try and halve your pace. Take the opportunity to really look 
around you. Look harder and look for longer. Try and find something tiny - a crack in a stone, a nail in a 
wall, a bud on a plant. After a couple of minutes, halve your pace again.  
 
Maybe each time you stop to look – say a prayer of gratitude for God’s creation. 
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RESOURCES  
New reflections for February from St Paul’s Cathedral, by John Swinton - Chair in Divinity and Religious 
Studies at the University of Aberdeen A beautiful song https://mailchi.mp/3e0e5f3e8aa9/coming-up-from-st-
pauls-cathedral-8251226?e=e30a1f608a  
 
PRAYER CORNER 
I invite all of you to set aside time daily to pray for our churches and members but also for the whole nation 
and world. We pray especially for Fairtrade Fortnight starting next week – that producers may receive just 
and fair payment for their work and produce. 
 
This week’s prayer theme (prepared by Gwyneth). Hope Everlasting. Nations are in uproar and strife, so it 
was in Your days here Lord Jesus. Our political leaders are overwhelmed at best, integrity-free, humility-
free, and consumed with greed for power at worst. Our faith is mocked and derided, as it was in Your days 
here Lord Jesus. Yet the tomb remains empty - Love really does conquer all. Lord Jesus, we pray for Your 
salvation-love and everlasting hope to blaze in our leaders, our commerce, our communities, our church, 
our homes and in our planet too.  

Particular prayer requests this week:     

Audrey     Sheila S   Judy C. 
Phil and Grace   Mark E & family  Phil and Penny  
Frank     Eve J    Judy H. 
Peter C.     Sandy, Mike & Annie  Della 
Leeann, Pauline D’s daughter Gwyneth, Jeff & Amy 
 
 
We give thanks  Happy Birthday to Beth Graham, who will be 90 next Monday (28 Feb). 
 
 
LENT HOUSE GROUPS  
Lent House Groups, joint with the Methodist Church will take place on Tuesdays for five weeks from 8 
March: 

Tuesdays at 2.30pm at the Methodist Church 
Tuesdays at 7.45pm on Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/99345651990?pwd=OW45UkVzZVJDN08wM05WY2JNWDYwZz09  

 
We will use this year’s York Course – God has No Favourites 
“Dr Carmody Grey explores how each of us is called to discover that God is completely inclusive. He does 
not apportion his welcome or love according to our prejudices or preferences. God Has No Favourites, 
because God favours everyone.”  Copies are available at the back of the church. 
These will be free of charge, unless you would like to make a donation to the church. (cost £3.99) 
 
LENT SILVER COLLECTION  
Christ Church will again have its Lent Silver Collection - Jars for Change appeal during Lent. Bring your 
coins for the jar to support Water Aid. The first Sunday in Lent is next Sunday, 6 March.  

 

By giving something up for Lent and donating the money you save, you can 
give people the gift of clean water – and with it, the power to keep their 

families safe and healthy. 
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 
 

21 February to 6 March 2022 

 

For two weeks each year at the end of February and start of March, thousands of individuals, 
companies and groups across the UK come together to share the stories of the people who grow 
our food and drinks, mine our gold and who grow the cotton in our clothes, people who are often 
exploited and underpaid. 

Since last Fairtrade Fortnight we have seen the G7 and COP26 take place. Over 33,000 
campaigners joined 1.8m Fairtrade farmers and workers in backing the Be Fair With Your Climate 
Promise challenge to world leaders at the UN COP26 summit. But frustration came as the 
wealthiest nations failed to recognise the urgent need to invest in farmer expertise by delaying 
their promised $100bn annual funding to the most climate vulnerable countries until 2023. We 
need to be louder than ever to make sure politicians turn their promises into action at COP27 in 
Cairo next year. 
 
This year’s Fairtrade Festival will be online, more details here: https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-
involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/  
 
 


