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NEWS & CHAT Thursday 12 August 2021 
Welcome to the joint weekly newsletter of Christ Church and the Bridgwater Drive Church. 

 
The online service will remain ‘joint’ while each church has its own service as pre-pandemic. For 
the foreseeable future, the online service will be live-streamed from the church where the minister 
is leading, but always on the Christ Church Facebook page. 
 
I think I no longer need to include all the post-19 July Covid advice. Please remember to: 
 

 use hand sanitiser when entering the church 
 try to keep as much distance as you can between yourself and others 
 wear a mask when singing 

Face coverings are no longer mandatory (except when singing), but are strongly recommended 
 
Sunday 15 Aug: the Minister at Christ Church (Communion), Robert Dart at BDC 
 
Sunday 22 Aug: the Minister at Bridgwater Drive (Communion), followed by AGM 
       Ian Miller at Christ Church 
 
TAIZE – Next Thursday, 19 August at 10.30am, in the church 
 
A reminder that Sun Aug 29th, Climate Sunday, is a JOINT service at Christ Church, at 11 a.m. café 
style followed by a vegetarian lunch. For catering, please let Jean know if you are planning to 
attend, or sign the sheet at church. (there is a sheet at BDC too, or let Margaret know) We will 
probably be seated around tables of 6 for the whole service, so if possible try to sit with people you are in a 
‘bubble’ with or who you see regularly. As a one-off, we will almost certainly listen to relevant music that 
day, rather than sing. (ie we will NOT be singing if we are seated round tables facing each other!) 
 
The CC Church Meeting of 21 July, discussed the time Sunday Worship should start and agreed to do a 
trial period of starting at 10.30am from 5 Sept. to 7 Nov. inclusive, and to discuss the matter again at 
the Church Meeting on 7 Nov. (now normally on the 1st Sunday of alternate months going forward).  
 
The September Church Meeting will take place after worship on Sunday 19 September (the 1st 
Sunday already had a clash) and will mostly be a presentation of the plans for the building project with the 
architect Cliff Pattern. Please try to keep this date free for this important meeting. Although it will be a 
communion service, I will keep it short, so that we can start promptly at 11.30am and aim to finish by 1pm. 
 
A reminder - CONCORD CLUB We are pleased to announce that Concord Club will be opening up on 
August 18th and 25th normal time 1.30 pm to 3 pm. in Caley Hall. Tea and Coffee will be served, come 
along and catch up with all your friends. Eileen 
 

 
 
We very much hope to see you at the ART EXHIBITION & SALE – 
tomorrow (Friday), 4-7pm and Saturday 10-3, in the church. Any 
art not sold, will be left on display for people to look at after 
worship on Sunday. 
 
Remember this is a social and FUND-RAISING event – so please 
come with plenty of cash or your cheque book !! 
 
There are a few pieces made from rubbish/recycling – a generous 
member of the congregation may wish to buy these and gift them to 
the church for future eco/environmental events (e.g. Climate Sunday). 
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THANK YOU to Bob for putting up the trypraying banner. The box with the booklets should go up soon. If 
you have a friend or relative who is a new Christian, or of no faith who you think might like a booklet, please 
ask Naomi or one of the elders for a copy. (They are FREE to be given out or taken from the box by 
passers-by). 
 

 

THANKS to the donation of a bookshelf from Della, the church BOOK 
SWOP should be up and running soon (after the Art Exhibition). Please 
leave any books you would like to donate at the back of the church. 

                 Saw this picture looking for something else, and loved it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS – hold the dates, more information will follow nearer the time: 

 Sat 21 August, Quiz Night 
 Sun 29 August – Climate Sunday, with congregational lunch after worship 
 Sat 4 Sept. 10-12, 1st Art for Fun session - adults and children 
 Sun 5 Sept. 3pm Service of Thanksgiving for church members who have died in 2020 and 2021. 

Followed by tea. Please contact Jean for details. 
 Sun 12 Sept. Auction of Promises – with ‘bring and share’ lunch beforehand 
 Sat 18 Sept. 1st new Children’s Club 
 Sat 18 Sept – ‘More Tea Vicar’ – open day event 
 19 Sept. Church Meeting – the bulk of the meeting will be a presentation of the building project 

proposal, with Cliff Pattern the architect. An opportunity to ask questions and discuss options. 

 
 
TIPS & IDEAS 
This week’s suggestion from #64MillionArtists: 
 
When you think of community, what's the first thing that 
comes to mind? Where do you find unity? It could be a 
place, people, food or music...  
 
Can you symbolise what community means to you 
in a single word, picture or doodle?  
 
SPOILER ALERT – Sunday’s sermon with talk about 
Communion (Lord’s Supper) and how that relates to 
community. Try looking up the meaning of ‘communion’ 
and see if that gives you any ideas for this creative 
challenge! 
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This week the sixth item from the 9 things you can do about climate change –  
(last week should have been the sixth item, but it looks like we jumped to the 9th ! ) 
                                                                                                                                   
6. Respect and protect green spaces 
Green spaces, such as parks and gardens, are important. They absorb carbon dioxide and are associated 
with lower levels of air pollution.  
They help to regulate temperature by cooling overheated urban areas, can reduce flood risk by absorbing 
surface rainwater and can provide important habitats for a wide variety of insects, animals, birds and 
amphibians.  
They also provide multiple benefits to public health, with studies linking time spent in green space to 
reduced levels of stress.  
 

 
 
Things you can do: 
 
Plant trees. The Woodland Trust are aiming to plant 64 million trees over the next 10 years – and need 
your help. Whether you want to plant a single tree in your garden, or a whole wood, they have tools and 
resources to help.  
Create your own green space. Add pot plants to your windowsill or balcony, and if you have your own 
outdoor space, don't replace the grass with paving or artificial turf.  
Help to protect and conserve green spaces like local parks, ponds or community gardens. Organisations 
like Fields In Trust and the National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces have advice on resources on 
how you can get involved in areas local to you. 
Get involved in the Christ Church litter-pick! Details coming soon for this activity during the Great Big 
Green Week – 18-26 September. 
 

https://greatbiggreenweek.com/about/  
 

Read about the IPCC’s report on climate change released this week: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58130705 “Human activity is  

changing the climate in unprecedented and sometimes irreversible ways,  
a major UN scientific report has said.” 
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PRAYER CORNER 
I invite all of you to set aside time daily to pray for our churches and members but also for the whole nation 
and world. This week we pray especially for Team GB taking a well-earned rest after the Olympics, and for 
all those working to bring a halt to climate change. 
 
This week’s prayer theme (prepared by Gwyneth). Cost. So many people counting the cost of the Covid 
year. Many with livelihoods destroyed, businesses collapsed; many with rent arrears piling up and income 
way down; many grieving loved ones lost; many struggling to make it through another day. Please pray for 
them and for many. 

Particular prayer requests this week:     

Audrey       Len & Pam U. 
Brian, Jenny C’s brother, surgery 12 Aug  Peter C 
Tim, Bob W’s nephew     Doreen 
Bill & Beth      Sheila S 
Grace & Phil      Della 
Di’s nephew, Bobby     Frank  
        
 
 
As you know, Della is now living at Brooklands. She has a mobile phone and would enjoy a chat. 
Tel. (07440) 225466. She plans to have it switched on from 9 - 10 a.m. and from 7:30 - 9 p.m. 
Della would also be pleased to see anyone who could visit.  
Please book this with a member of staff   Tel. (01702) 525375 
 
Brooklands, 25, Lambeth Road, Eastwood, SS9 5XR 
 

 
WHERE IN THE WORLD HAS DEXTER BEEN?! 
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This just in from Penny - CO-OP RECYCLE SOFT PLASTICS. The full list of everything you can put into 
the bin at larger Co-op stores is on the notice board in the church lobby. Please read. You will be surprised 
what can go into the bin. It is here too, though this may be too small to read for some of us! 

 


