
Children and family talk for 9th May 2021  

 

Hello everyone, it’s good to have you with me as we explore more of the Bible together and 

praise God. We will start today by singing;  

You shall go out with joy:  

You shall go out with joy 
And be let forth with peace, 
And the mountains and the hills 
Will break forth before you. 
There'll be shouts of joy 
And the trees of the fields 
Will clap, will clap their hands. 

And the trees of the fields will clap 
their hands, 
And the trees of the fields will clap 
their hands, 
And the trees of the fields will clap 
their hands, 
While you go out with joy.

 

Our Bible reading today is from John 15 verses 9-17 

“I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey my 

commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my father’s commandments and 

remain in his love. I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, 

your joy will overflow! This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have 

loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 

friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t 

confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father 

told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, 

so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. This is my command: 

Love each other.”  

Now let’s sing again; As the deer 

 

As the deer pants for the water,  

So my soul longs after you.  

You alone are my heart’s desire 

And I long to worship you. 

 

You alone are my strength, my shield,  

To You alone may my spirit yield.  

You alone are my heart’s desire  

And I long to worship You.  

 

 

 

I want you more than gold or silver,  

Only You can satisfy.  

You alone are the real joy-giver 

And the apple of my eye.  

 

Chorus 

 

You’re my friend and You are my brother,  

Even though You are a King.  

I love You more than any other,  

So much more than anything.  

Chorus.  

 
Martin J. Nystrom. SoF 27, MP 37 Copyright 1983 Restoration Music 

Ltd./Adm. By Sovereign Music UK. 



 

Let’s talk about our Bible verses  

How many friends have you got? Perhaps you have one special friend who you can rely on, or maybe a 

whole group of friends that you get together with when you can. Or maybe you have both. People who use 

Facebook or other forms of social media may say they have 100s of friends, but are they really friends?  

In the bible passage today, Jesus tells his disciples that they are his friends. He tells them he loves them 

too. Could you tell your friends that you love them? Maybe that’s going a bit too far! Jesus is keen for them 

to understand the relationship he has with God and that he has with them. He loves them enough to die 

for them, which we know is what happens. He is trying to prepare them for what will happen to him. Jesus 

also asks his followers, his special disciples to love each other. This is again preparing them for what will lie 

ahead. Jesus already knows what will happen, but his followers don’t. Jesus wants them to look after each 

other when things get tough, to love one another and to be filled with joy.  

This message is for us too. If we are prepared to be Jesus’ friends, we too can be filled with joy that 

overflows to the people around us. And as we talked about last week, we can produce lasting fruit, 

meaning we can help more people to become Christians.  

Jesus, our friend, 

you have shown us how to love others. 

May we live in ways that are loving: 

to family, to friends 

and to those who we meet. 

Amen. 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (Hold out hands as if expecting a present)

 And the love of God (Put your hands on your heart) 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (Hold hands) 

Be with us all now and for ever. Amen!  (raise hands together on the Amen) 
 

 

The children’s activity sheet from roots:  

9-may-activity-sheet.pdf (rootsontheweb.com) 

  

https://www.rootsontheweb.com/media/22507/9-may-activity-sheet.pdf

