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NEWS & CHAT Thursday 25 February 2021 
Welcome to the joint weekly newsletter of Christ Church and the Bridgwater Drive Church. 

 
There will be no activities in either church building as we continue in national lockdown, including 
Sunday Worship which will continue online, live-streamed on the CC Facebook page, and text 
circulated with the weekly News & Chat. 
 
Sunday 28 February – Ecumenical (video) service for Fairtrade fortnight. The minister will present a 
short introduction and Lent reflection on Facebook as usual at 10am. The link for the Fairtrade 
service will then be on Facebook, the Christ Church website, and here: https://youtu.be/0aHL9xi3f_Y 
The service has been put together by the Revd Kevin Snyman of the URC Commitment for Life team who 
is also the preacher. 
 
Fairtrade Fortnight is 22 Feb to 7 March. You can check 
out lots of resources and online events here: 
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/choose-the-world-you-want/  
 
If any of you take part in a cooking workshop, or make 
a dish using Fairtrade ingredients, please share your 
recipes and/or photos! 
 
 
Traidcraft sell many Fairtrade products. Christ Church has an account with them and we have a discount 
on most of the items. Their website is: www.traidcraftshop.co.uk  If you would like to order anything from 
Traidcraft and support Fairtrade, including Divine chocolate Easter Eggs, please go to the website to 
choose and then email or phone me  your order. I will then contact Traidcraft and deliver the items to you 
when they arrive. Thank you. Wendy Norris. 
 
Friday 5 March, 10.30am  –  World Day of Prayer  is next Friday! 
This year’s country is Vanuato and the theme is Build on a Strong Foundation. All over the world, people 
will be worshipping on the day as usual but in unusual ways. This year's local service will be held via Zoom. 
If you wish to take part in this service you will need to register at 
www.rayleighbaptist.org.uk/worlddayofprayer/  
or by calling Rayleigh Baptist Church Reception on 01268 745730, Mon-Fri 9am-3pm, as soon as 
possible, as numbers are restricted.  You can phone into the service. Once you register, you will 
receive the phone number to call along with the Zoom link. You may also like to look at the WDP 
website for more information - www.wwdp.org.uk    
 
From WDP: As we are unable to donate money during this service, the following information may help you 
decide how to give. We do encourage people to give donations individually - by post, online via our 
website, or by text 
If you are a taxpayer, please don’t forget Gift Aid 
a. By cheque, made payable to WDP, sent to WDP, Commercial Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2RR 
b. By online donation via the WDP website – www.wwdp.org.uk – minimum £10 
c. By TEXT message from your mobile phone. TEXT 2021WDP 5 to 70085 to donate £5. Any amount can 
be donated up to £40 just add the sum after 2021WDP and your text will cost the amount plus one standard 
rate message. 
d. By cash or cheque to your local church, who will then forward to the branch secretary. 

Penny Gendall. Secretary Rayleigh WDP 
 
OTHER NEWS 
There will be a Christ Church A.G.M. in April, (a hybrid of some people at church and some via Zoom OR 
completely on Zoom) which will include the election of elders. Please be thinking and praying about who 
you might nominate, or if you feel called to be an Elder at this time. If you wish to make a nomination, 
please contact Jean for a nomination form, which requires a seconder and the signature of the 
nominee (electronic forms and signatures will be accepted this year due to the lockdown). 
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There will be an informal, Zoom Church Meeting on Sunday 14 March at 11.30am as the culmination of 
the Focus Groups on the building and Mission Plan, and as a practice for holding a church meeting on 
Zoom. 
 
Focus Groups (see letter sent to all). All welcome to any. Choose the time that suits you best: 
Tuesday 2 March 8pm (Faith & Action host)  
Wednesday 3 March 1.45pm (Singing for Joy host) both using this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88602345659?pwd=SDFQVnhzSURDalRId2xoSCtjSlVjZz09 
 Passcode: 895370, To phone in - 0203 051 2874 
There will be a final focus group at 10am on Wed. 10 March. Details in next week’s News & Chat. 
 
As in previous years, both churches are taking a Lent collection for Water Aid’s ‘Jars of Change’ 
appeal. Fatimata lives in Mali. A changing climate means there are longer dry seasons and the rains are 
unpredictable. Water Aid helps by building wells and showing people how to make their water last all year. 
Fatimata is now an expert in making the most of every drop and the impact on her family has been life 
changing. They can grow crops even in the dry season and have three harvests a year. 
Keep your coins until the end of Lent, or count the number of times you turn on the tap and calculate an 
appropriate donation. 
 
The Lent Crisp Challenge is on! Someone has agreed to donate £120 to the Trussell Trust, so I (Naomi) 
am giving up crisps for Lent. If anyone else would like to support the Trussell Trust that would be 
wonderful. It is appalling and disgusting that in 2021 so many people in the UK are going hungry. 
https://www.trusselltrust.org/   
 
 
Thanks – Doreen sends her thanks to Janet for her writing re Rayleigh shop deliveries. “It stirred up a lot  
of memories.” 
 
 
Lent House Groups start 25 Feb at 7pm via Zoom. 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87930156610?pwd=dTNlTUZJY2JIRlhhb1VVWGdRcW5Sdz09 
Passcode: 112886 Number to phone in:  0203 051 2874  
It will be the same link every week. 
Open to all at Bridgwater Drive and Christ Church. 
If you want to order the booklet for yourself: You can order here: 
https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/caring-for-creation/   
 
The summary and questions for this week were in last week’s N&C. Here is next week’s: 
 
 

Lenten House Group Sessions 2021 - York Courses ‘Caring for Creation’ 
If you have the booklet, you will see there are other questions than those posted here. In the meetings, we 
may look at those too if we have time. Each week’s N&C will have a summary of the following week’s topic 
and questions so you can reflect on them before the meeting. 
 
Week 2 (4 March) Global Warming and Climate Change 
 
The booklet talks about climate change mentioning the devastation of Cyclone Idai in 2019 and the report 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in 2018. 
“it is beyond reasonable doubt that human activities are the cause [and] the changes are affecting 
everyone…The negative effects of climate change are beginning to be felt in every part of the world and yet 
countries are ill-prepared for the potentially immense impacts on food security, water supplies and human 
health.” The cause is clear “worldwide we are using far too much fossil fuel”. 
“This could all be very depressing! But waking up to the great crisis facing us today could also be an 
opportunity to re-find our faith.” 
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Coronavirus Virus 
“The reaction to this pandemic was immediate and far reaching. Most people are willing to accept major 
changes to their lifestyle, because they saw clearly the threat to their own lives and the lives of loved ones. 
Compare this to our response to the climate emergency which threatens all life on this planet.”  
 
Are we willing to make the necessary lifestyle changes to stop climate change? And take actions to 
persuade governments and corporations to act more quickly? 
 
Questions. 
1. Read 1 John 3:18 ‘It really isn’t an exaggeration to say that the future of the human race is now at stake’ 
(Rowan Williams). If this is so, should we as Christians be prepared to take part in public demonstrations 
and even civil disobedience? 
 
2. Some interpretations of Genesis suggest we (and other animals) should be vegetarian (Gen. 1:29-30). 
As Christians should we try to be vegetarian or at least eat less meat to protect the environment?  What 
might be the unintended consequences on farmers and livestock? And on rain forest cut down to grow 
crops like soya? The booklet phrases it as ‘Should becoming vegetarian be compulsory to help save the 
planet?’ but that could lead into a discussion of liberty and rights etc. 
 
3. Science alone cannot solve the situation, it is moral, spiritual and ethical, requiring major changes in our 
behaviour – do you agree? 
 
4. Is it fair to make individuals responsible for reducing their carbon footprint? Shouldn’t government 
legislate – making lifestyle changes compulsory? (we saw with the pandemic, while many people acted 
responsibly anyway, many only did what the government told them to do) 
Why do you think people are prepared to make major changes for the pandemic, yet are reluctant to make 
big changes to save the planet? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIPS & IDEAS      
As ever, these ideas are just for fun – things to keep us entertained in isolation and lockdown! 
An idea from the #64MillionArtists January Challenge.  
I’m sure we have all been appreciating the birdsong during lockdown. Someone wrote in to the January 
Challenge to say - “I am inspired by every aspect of birds. During lockdown my daughter and I became 
avid bird watchers, charting the progress of a family of blue tits and starlings. A joy to our hearts!” 
And suggesting this creative challenge: 
Let your imagination fly…like a bird! 
Create a bird – it might be a drawing, a mini sculpture, a collage, a piece of writing – anything goes. 
What are the colours, textures, and shapes of your feathered friend? 
 
RESOURCES 
A new weekly reflection from St Paul’s Cathedral by Revd Winnie Varghese is a Priest at Trinity Church 
Wall Street in New York City,:   
https://mailchi.mp/f764bbe7a7ff/coming-up-from-st-pauls-cathedral-8239136?e=e30a1f608a  

A plant-based burger 
generates 90% less 
greenhouse gases, requires 
46% less energy, has 99% 
less impact on water scarcity 
and 93% less impact on land 
use than a quarter pound of 
beef. 
 

Should we all become 
vegetarian? 

 

 
‘The task of the local church 
is not just to give Christians 
opportunity to worship, but to 
create opportunities for 
Christians and others to 
engage in public action.’  
Ann Morisy, theologian.   
 

Do you agree? 
 

‘For individuals, flying is the 
most carbon intensive thing 
you can do. Holiday air travel 
makes up around 10% of the 
average UK annual carbon 
footprint.’  
The Week (Oct 2019) 
 

As Christians should we 
stop flying? 
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A collection of Lent resources from JPIT - http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/a-collection-of-lent-resources/  
 
PRAYER CORNER 
I invite all of you to set aside time daily to pray for our churches and members but also for the whole nation 
and world. I am praying ‘live’ with a short devotion every day, Monday – Friday, on the Rev Naomi 
Facebook Page, then shared with both church FB pages. Especially this week we pray for people living in 
poverty. 
 
This week’s prayer theme (prepared by Gwyneth). The Air We Breathe. God gives us each breath. What 
we do with each one can be either worshipful or wasteful. If every one of us chooses worship, our planet 
has a chance to live, because our decisions and use of resources will be Godly. Please pray for wisdom in 
your shopping, travelling, eating, recycling, etc, to live gently in our world cos there is no Plan(et) B. 
 
Particular prayer requests this week:     
Grace and Phil                                                                                                                                                                                            
Lee and Jenny - Gill H’s niece   
Audrey           
Della 
Yvonne & Tony, BDC 
Cherry & family, BDC 
     
We give thanks: 
That Barbara is now starting a new treatment in tablet form. She thanks everyone for their prayers. 
 
 
And finally, a drawing sent in by Laurie at BDC – good advice, do stay in touch with one another. 
 
 


