
Children and family talk for 27th September 2020 week 27.  

 

Hello everybody! Welcome to the children and family worship.  

Lets’ begin by talking to God:  

 

Dear Lord Jesus,  

We come to you full of the busy lives we lead, full of things we want to do and the things we don’t.  

Help us now to relax in your presence as we learn a little more about you and your kingdom. Give us peace, 

understanding and joy in your word, and open our minds Lord.  

Amen 

 

Our Bible reading today is from Philippians 2 verses 3-4  

First, I must apologise, if you watched last week’s presentation you may have noticed there 

was no sound for the PowerPoint presentation on Paul. I don’t understand why it didn’t 

work, but I think it is important to understand a little more about Paul as we continue with 

his readings, so we will do that now.  

Saul was born around AD 10, into a Jewish family in the city of Tarsus (now in Turkey), 
which was part of the Roman Empire and ruled from Rome, hundreds of miles away. Saul 
was brought up speaking Greek and although he learned other languages during his life, he 
wrote in Greek. 

Education 

As a young man, Saul was sent to Jerusalem to study with a well-known and respected 
Jewish teacher called Gamaliel. Gamaliel was tolerant of others, and expressed moderate 
opinions, but Saul didn’t always agree with his teacher! He was not tolerant of others and 
got particularly angry with the new followers of Jesus. Saul was a fanatic and wanted to 
stop these Christians – he even wanted to kill them. He held people’s coats as they stoned 
to death a young Christian called Stephen. 

    

An encounter with Jesus 

But then something extraordinary happened to Saul. Something that changed his life for 
ever. He was on his way to Damascus, determined to murder more Christians, when he had 
an amazing revelation from God. We don’t know exactly what took place. Saul himself says 
that he saw Jesus. In the book of Acts, Luke says that Saul heard the voice of Jesus, saying, 
‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ Whatever happened, it turned Saul’s life upside 
down. Everything he felt certain about didn’t make sense any more. He had to work out 
what it meant, and what he was supposed to do now. 

 

    

Missionary consequences 



Saul, who after this ‘conversion’ was known by his Roman name Paul, spent nearly 15 years 
thinking about what had happened to him, and he finally understood. God had called him 
to teach people about Jesus, so he spent the rest of his life doing just that. He learned to be 
a tentmaker so he could earn money and support himself. He would talk to people as he 
worked and tell them about Jesus. Paul lived in many different places and walked huge 
distances from place to place. Sometimes he travelled by boat and he was shipwrecked 
more than once. 

     

Letters to church communities 

Small groups of people who believed in Jesus began to meet and worship in each other’s 
houses. These groups of people, in cities like Corinth and Ephesus, were the very first 
'churches'. Buildings called churches came much later. When Paul moved on to a new place, 
he wrote letters back to these Christian communities, encouraging them to live in the ways 
Jesus had taught. Sometimes Paul gave them advice and guidance. Sometimes he told them 
off for things he’d heard they’d been doing. But he always told them that God loved them 
and that they were saved through Jesus’ death and resurrection. The 13 surviving letters 
that St Paul wrote can be found in the New Testament section of the Bible, after the 
Gospels and the Book of Acts. 

 

Let’s praise God now as we sing: (don’t forget to join in the actions with me!) 
My God is so big  
My God is so big 

So strong and so mighty 

There’s nothing my God cannot do (repeat) 

The rivers are God’s 

The mountains are God’s 

The stars are God’s handiwork too! 

My God is so big, so strong and so mighty 

There’s nothing my God cannot do. 

 

 



Let’s look at the bible passage together:  

Paul was asking the Philippians think of others before themselves. This is not easy, we are 

used to putting our own ambitions, wants and needs before others to look after ourselves. 

He asks them to think of others as better than ourselves and be humble. Again, not easy! 

And he asks them to put others interests before our own. It’s like when you want to watch 

something on the television and your sister or brother wants to watch something else. Who 

gets to decide? Perhaps there is a reason they need to watch that particular programme, 

maybe for a school project they are doing. It doesn’t hurt to stop and think about the 

consequences of your decisions. If you make a decision, what effect will it have on others? 

Jesus showed us how to do this, he wanted us to be more like him, to put others before 

ourselves and to share whatever we had. Let’s always try to ask ourselves, “What would 

Jesus do in this situation?” particularly when we have hard decisions to make.  

 

 

Praying together  

Lord Jesus, may we always remember the needs and interests of others, and put 

them before ourselves.  

Amen 

 

Let’s all do the Grace together, follow me for the actions 

        

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (Hold out hands as if expecting a present)

 And the love of God (Put your hands on your heart) 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (Hold hands) 

Be with us all now and for ever. Amen!  (raise hands together on the Amen) 
 

Don’t forget to join in the Sundayclub zoom session at 11.15am on Sunday, just ask Sandy 

for the link. Tel: 07511950633 

The children’s sheet from Roots:  

https://www.rootsontheweb.com/media/21039/27-sept-2020-childrens-sheet.pdf  

https://www.rootsontheweb.com/media/21039/27-sept-2020-childrens-sheet.pdf

