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Welcome to the joint worship for Christ Church and The Bridgwater Drive Church. An 
announcement before we start – for one week only, next Sunday, we will try a service on Zoom. The 
link will be in next week’s News & Chat and sent out again on Saturday or Sunday morning. Thora 
will lead us in the hymns, but everyone can sing along at home by muting yourself. 
 
Call to worship  based on the lectionary readings 
Lord God, Maker of heaven and earth, 
we gather together in Your name. 
We come as living sacrifices, to offer You our worship and thanksgiving, 
our praise and our prayers. Come among us, living Lord. 
Through the power of Your Holy Spirit, transform our hearts and minds 
so that we may recognize Your presence, hear Your voice, know Your will, 
and walk in Your way. 
 
All the hymns link with today’s reading from Romans 12. 
 
Hymn Sing to the Lord a joyful song  (Church Hymnary) 
 
Sing to the Lord a joyful song, 
life up your hearts, your voices raise; 
to us his gracious gifts belong, 
to him our songs of love and praise. 
 
For life and love, for rest and food, 
for daily help and nightly care, 
sing to the Lord, for he is good, 
and praise his name, for it is fair. 
 

For strength to those who on him wait 
his truth to prove, his will to do, 
sing to our God, for he is great, 
trust in his name, for it is true. 
 
For joys untold, that from above 
Cheer those who love his sweet employ, 
Sing to our God, for he is love; 
Exalt his name, for it is joy.

Sing to the Lord of heaven and earth, 
whom angels serve and saints adore, 

the Father, Son and Spirit blest, 
to whom be praise for evermore.  

 
Opening prayer inspired by Matthew 16:13-20 
We are not reading the gospel reading from Matthew today, but we open our prayers with a prayer 
inspired by Jesus’ question to the disciples – who do people say that I am? 
 
Lord Jesus, You are a Lord who walks beside your people. 
So we pray for people who walk for justice. 
You are a Lord who raises up those who are bent low. 
So we pray for those held down by the grindings of life and the indifference of the world. 
You are a Lord who feeds the hungry, so we pray for all who long for bread 
and the means to provide it. 
You are a Lord who celebrates the small and the insignificant. 
So we pray for the children and for those who are never noticed. 
You are a Lord who says ‘Follow me’. So we pray for courage and faith in our hearts 
that we may take up the cross and find it leads to life.  
 
Holy One, forgive us when we do not follow you, when we do not walk beside your people, and care 
for those you care for, when we ignore the small and insignificant and those who are not like us. 
 
In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God, Amen 
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Offertory. Please remember that both our churches are struggling with very limited income and so 
please consider making a donation by monthly standing order if you can or send a donation by 
cheque.  
In deep gratitude for all that You have done for us, we offer ourselves and our gifts to You as living 
sacrifices of worship and praise. Transform our hearts and minds from the inside out; show us what 
is good and pleasing in Your sight, so that we may be quick to recognize Your call, and quick to 
respond. In the name of Jesus, our Lord,  Amen. 
 
Hymn  somos del Señor, sung by Thora (Church Hymnary, English version by John Bell) 
 
When we are living, we are in the Lord, 
and when we’re dying, we are in the Lord; 
for in our living and in our dying 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 
 
Each day allows us to decide for good, 
loving and serving as we know we should; 
in thankful giving, in hopeful living, 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 
 

Sometimes we sorrow, other times embrace, 
sometimes we question everything we face;   
yet in our yearning is deeper learning: 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 
 
Till earth is over may we always know 
love never fails us: God has made it so. 
Hard times will prove us, never remove us; 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 

Bible reading: Romans 12:1-8   read by Cherry from BDC 
 

This is an interesting little passage, isn’t it?! ‘Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your minds’ sounds very familiar. I think perhaps my dad used to say it quite 

often, or maybe it is just that I am old enough that with the three-year lectionary cycle I must have 

heard quite a few sermons on it! But it’s really quite a revolutionary phrase – do not conform to this 

world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds. In other words, don’t follow the crowd; 

think for yourself (very reformed, very URC!) This makes me think about the whole coronavirus 

pandemic and the guidance we have been given, or not given by the government. Stay at home, 

save lives, was easy – we could all do that, and virtually all of us did. But now it has become a 

complete dog’s dinner of mixed messages and nobody knowing what to do. I don’t know anyone 

who understands all the rules now, not even well-educated people who watch the news every day, 

and have maybe even read the guidance on the government website, so what about less fortunate 

people, or people who can’t afford to take time off work if they are told to self-isolate, or people who 

barely speak English? We are told to wear masks in enclosed spaces like public transport and small 

shops, which seems reasonable but if you read the initial guidance you are supposed to wash your 

hands before you put the mask on, wash them again when you take it off, and do not touch it in 

between. So, are we supposed to leave them on all the time until we get back home? I don’t see 

anyone doing that, especially in the summer heat. There are people with masks over their mouth but 

not their nose, under their chin, hanging from ears – presumably having one somewhere near your 

face counts as obeying the law! We are balanced on the knife edge of stopping the spread, and 

trying to get the economy going again, but the devil is in the detail and every day there are new 

spikes and more countries we can’t travel to, and more ambiguous rules subject to endless 

interpretation and speculation. So, do we stop listening to the government and use our own 

common sense? Huge swathes of the country don’t seem to have any – thousands on beaches, 
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people booking foreign holidays, even the people who want to be sensible have lost sight of how 

many people you can meet with inside and how many outside. Or they are just tired of the whole 

thing and starting to give up! Do not conform, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind – 

what did Paul mean? 

Let’s start at the beginning - The word “therefore” in verse 1 points to the essential link between 

Paul’s earlier admonitions and their theological basis. He has spent chapters 9 to 11 exploring core 

elements of God’s relationship with humanity, God’s perpetual call to life, humanity’s resistance, and 

how we humans can find our way back to the God who always desires our return. As he says at the 

end of this exploration, it all depends, we all depend, on the unflagging mercies of the God “from 

[whom], through [whom], and to [whom] are all things” (Romans 11:36). 

Paul continues, “I appeal to you, therefore, by the mercies of God” to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice. Paul never forgets that we are embodied creatures. Everything we think, say, or do, we do 

in a body. Presenting our bodies means staying aware each day that our body is the primary 

location in which we actually express our heart, soul, strength, and mind. If we want to know our 

inmost motives and values, we can look at what we do each day in our bodies. Every day in all the 

places we go, all the things we do, and all the decisions and recommendations we make, we are 

presenting our bodies. Over time, our actions, choices, and recommendations cumulatively create a 

body of work, so to speak. Essentially, that body of work is the body Paul is talking about. And it is 

with our bodies that we are expressing our love and concern for others at the moment, by not 

touching, by keeping distant, by making sure our breath doesn’t fall on anyone else. We are all 

incredibly aware of our bodies and how they impact others, and quite a lot of us, myself included, 

are noticing how much bigger they are getting through comfort or boredom eating and lack of 

exercise! 

From the bodies as a living sacrifice, Paul moves on to our minds. With his "renewing minds" 

phrase, Paul is bringing to a close a minor theme that he has been voicing from the first chapter of 

the letter until now. This theme is that following the gospel authentically involves thinking in 

authentic ways about God and one's own place in God's world. It involves understanding that: 

 Believers in Christ are called to be holy (1:7) 

 The truth of God's eternal power and divine status ought to be continually affirmed by 

worshiping God rather than any other created thing (1:18-25) 

 All people are prone to sin and stand under God's judgment (2:1-2, 14-16; 3:9-20) 

 We cannot "boast," or take credit for our faith (3:27-28) 

 We are to value hardships and live through them in hope, opening ourselves to God's love 

expressed through Christ even while experiencing hardships (5:3-11). 

Paul completes his description of how to think by bringing into view what it means to live with other 

believers – not thinking too highly of oneself, and in a passage reminiscent of his letter to the 

Corinthians, he talks about us all being different members of one body, with different gifts. Paul's 

first concern for people who would present themselves to God is that these people live as full 
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members of the body of Christ, contributing to the life of the church according to the measure of 

faith God has given them. 

And what about being conformed? We live in a culture that inundates us with advertising designed 

to keep us conformed to this world. The marketing and media industry spends billions of pounds 

annually to flood televisions, websites, social media, email, and good old-fashioned paper junk mail. 

They seek to define us essentially as consumers, individual economic units existing for the sake of 

larger market shares. In addition, each day our families, friends, organizations, religions, political 

parties, and society at large pressure us to fit in, to stay within the boundaries of tradition, custom, 

or practice that mark who we are “supposed” to be. 

Not being conformed to this world is a tall order. The world will fight at every stage to convince us to 

look the other way rather than glimpse the injustice, hatred, oppression, immorality, greed, and 

violence that surround us. The pandemic was said to be the time we took stock and everything 

would change, but it seems that the powers that be are only interested in resurrecting the economy 

the way it was, with yet even greater distance between the haves and the have-nots. It takes 

transformation, renewal of the mind, to detach ourselves from the world’s attempts to occupy us with 

things that do not matter. Paul implores us to shake off the effects of this world, attend to the things 

that do matter, and “discern what is the will of God, what is good, acceptable, and perfect”. 

 
Hymn  Lord of creation, to you be all praise! (Church Hymnary, tune Slane, played by Gerald) 
 
Lord of creation, to you be all praise! 
Most mighty your working, most wondrous your 
ways! 
Your glory and power are beyond us to tell, 
and yet in the heart of the humble you dwell. 
 
Lord of all power, I give you my will, 
in joyful obedience your tasks to fulfil. 
Your bondage is freedom; your service is song; 
and, held in your keeping, my weakness is strong. 
 

Lord of all wisdom, I give you my mind, 
rich truth that surpasses our knowledge to find. 
What eye has not seen and what ear has not 
heard 
is taught by your Spirit and shines from your Word. 
 
Lord of all bounty, I give you my heart; 
I praise and adore you for all you impart; 
your love to inflame me, your counsel to guide, 
your presence to shield me, whatever betide. 

 
Lord of all being, I give you my all; 

If I should disown you, I’d stumble and fall; 
But, sworn in your service your word I’ll obey, 

and walk in your freedom to the end of the way.  
 
Prayers of intercession  
 
Holy, loving God, we know that we will never fully understand the mystery of your creative ways. 
You call us to be your servant people, to bind up the broken-hearted, to heal the sick, to visit those 
in prison, blocked from their full creativity by stone walls, or closed minds. 
We know that your healing love can come, flowing from the heart of loving community, 
to soothe, and heal, restore, enlighten, and empower. 
Hear now our prayers for those in need: 
in need of healing, especially in our own church families, 
in need of freedom – freedom from the chains of their own minds and fears, and those imprisoned 
for denouncing unjust systems; 
in need of safety, especially those crossing the Channel in small boats; 
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in need of food, community, and love, especially the people of Beirut, those who are forced to turn 
to food banks, and the homeless who are starting to reappear on our streets; 
in need of justice and peace. 
Empower us to be your body in the world. 
Holy Creator of all, we pray through Jesus Christ who is our good news and we join all our prayers 
in the prayer he taught us… Our Father…

Lord’s Supper 
I am using a communion liturgy from the Seekers Church in Washington DC. The Seekers Church is 
a diverse, progressive, and affirming family of faith working for peace and justice. They celebrate 
and welcome people of all races, sexual orientations, gender identities, beliefs, and cultures to full 
participation in the church’s community life, rituals, and leadership. I particularly like their focus on 
peace and their use of inclusive language. 
 
This is the table of the heavenly feast, the joyful celebration of the people of God.  
We gather now as one body, joined around the table. Here we celebrate God's presence among us, 
united in Christ's spirit, broken and whole all at once.  
Nourished and hungry, loved and loving, sinner and forgiven, we make one circle of 
knowing, believing, rejoicing, being, as God lights and rests among us.  
 
Holy Creator, we give you thanks and praise, for you continually make all things new.  
We give you thanks for Jesus the Christ, who embodied your love and justice, announced 
good news to the oppressed, and calls us today to follow him.  
We give you thanks for your Holy Spirit, who gives fresh courage to the oppressed.  
We give you thanks for your Holy Church, your people moved by your Spirit to tell the 
ancient stories and live your good news every day.  
 
Christ invites everyone to eat the bread of life, to drink the cup of the new covenant.  
Jesus said, I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall never hunger; you who believe in me 
shall never thirst. 
On the night he gave himself up, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and 
said, this is my body, broken for the healing of the world. Whenever you eat it, do so remembering 
me. 
After supper, Jesus took the cup and said, This is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you 
and for all. Whenever you drink it, do so remembering me.  
Holy One, send down your Spirit that these gifts of grain and grape, and work of human hands may 
be for us the body and blood of Christ. Unite us with Christ forever and bring us with the whole 
creation to your eternal realm.  
 
While we partake of the bread and wine we will listen to an arrangement of the hymn tune Slane, 
played by musicians of the Paulist Center in Boston. (I have permission from them to use it.) 
If you want to listen to it independently the link is here: https://youtu.be/XmtlMGNUPtk  
 
God of abundance and mercy, we give joyful thanks for your eternal love and healing presence in 
our celebration of bread and cup. Bless this Body of Christ that we may attend faithfully to our call to 
be your servants, with each other and throughout the world. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn  Now let us from this table rise, sung by Thora (Church Hymnary)  
 
Now let us from this table rise 
renewed in body, mind, and soul; 
with Christ we die and rise again, 
his selfless love has made us whole. 
 

With minds alert, upheld by grace, 
to spread the Word in speech and deed 
we follow in the steps of Christ, 
at one with all in hope and need. 
 



Christ Church and the Bridgwater Drive Church, 23 August 2020 
 

6 
 

To fill each human house with love, 
it is sacrament of care; 
the work that Christ began to do 
we humbly pledge ourselves to share. 
 

Then grant us grace, Companion-God, 
to choose again the pilgrim way, 
and help us to accept with joy 
the challenge of tomorrow’s day.  

 
 
Blessing 
God who weeps at injustice and oppression, genocide and crucifixion: 
we grieve the state of our world – so much brokenness and violence, 
so much pain and unfairness. 
God who aches for a different way, 
a peaceable respect, a community of equals and a realm of love: 
we ask for hope in order to work for change; 
we ask for courage to resist in the face of opposition; 
we ask for faith to believe in the possibility of peace. Amen 
 

A blessing from the United Church of Canada  
 

 
Organ voluntary - Jesu Joy of Man's Desiring played by Gerald 


