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Welcome to the joint worship for Christ Church and The Bridgwater Drive Church. 
 
Call to worship based on today’s lectionary readings, by Bruce Prewer 
No one is an island. 
We are all joined in Christ Jesus. 
 
Who else is like you, loving God? 
Who is like you: beautiful in holiness, 
awesome in all the things you do for us. 
 
No one lives by themselves, no one dies by themselves. 
Whether we live or die we are the Lord’s. 
 
The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation. 
 
Hymn  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness (R&S 187) 
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his Name! 
 
Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
and comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy 
prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine; 
for truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 
These, though we bring them in trembling and 
fearfulness, 
he will accept for the Name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his Name! 

 
Opening prayer based on today’s lectionary readings, by Tom Shurman  

(http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/) 
When we look over our shoulders at fear shadowing us today, 
you go before us into tomorrow, making a path through the sea of yesterday's doubts. 
When our legs tremble from the effort of standing up for what you hope for all creation, 
you stand at our side, offering your hope's strength. 
Cloud of Grace, we offer our love to you. 
 
When we turn our hearts into deserts of stony bitterness, 
you transform them into oases of joy. 
When we come up with all sorts of rules for those who come to us 
seeking to find you, you tear up the list, stretching wide your arms 
in welcoming grace. 
Servant of all, we offer our lives to you. 
When we would clasp old worries to our hearts, 
you open our eyes to that hope which paves the path ahead of us. 
When we spend each day consumed with doubts and fears, 
you remind us that this day is the time to honour God, by serving God's children. 
Mist of Mercy, we offer our hearts to you. 
 
God in Community, Holy in One, as you are all to us, 
so we would offer all we are to you, even as we pray as Jesus taught us, 
Our Father . . . 
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Offertory. We give thanks for the generosity both in giving to the church and to WaterAid through 
the Lent coin collection and to other charities. All that we have comes from God, and in gratitude we 
give back to the service of others. We do not live to ourselves, we live to the Lord. We bless gifts of 
money, but also of time, service, patience and compassion, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
This hymn, written by URC minister John Campbell, originally for a birthday celebration and then 
adapted for a church anniversary, seems to have very appropriate words for our current times. It is 
set to a traditional tune. 
 
Hymn  God of nurture, God of caring Tune Hyfrydol (R&S 663) 
 
God of nurture, God of caring, 
God  whose love goes ev’rywhere, 
God who’s kept us through life’s journey 
hold us safe now, hear our prayer. 
Make each home a place of safety, 
make  our church a place of joy, 
make each moment rich and special; 
for us every fear destroy. 
 
God of ages, God of story, 
God who’s witnessed all we’ve been 
God who’s walked each step beside us, 
bless us through the things we’ve seen; 
hold, with us, our treasured mem’ries –  
friendship, laughter, joy and care –  
let them guard us and sustain us, 
whatsoever else we’ll share. 

God of welcome, God of sharing, 
God who helps us learn and grow, 
in response to our receiving, 
may we share the God we know. 
Help our church delight to welcome 
Those whose faith and those with doubt; 
keep us fresh, alive and quirky, 
open, eager, reaching out. 
 
God who understands our worries, 
ever works to bring relief, 
by your Spirit daily bless us, 
send us love and joy and peace. 
Send us patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness and self-control,  
keep us humble, keep us praising, 
be for us our All in All.

© Kevin Mayhew Ltd  
 
Bible reading: Romans 14:1-12 
 
This passage particularly resonates with me today as it starts with, ‘those who eat must not despise 

those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has 

welcomed them.’ Today I started, and Sandy too, the Ration Challenge. For 7 days I will eat the 

same rations as a Syrian refugee – and it’s not much. For breakfast I had rice cooked with water, 

and fortunately for me because I have earned through fundraising, one spice. I chose cardamom, 

because that makes rice taste sweet – not a luxury people in a refugee camp would be able to 

indulge. I also had a cup of tea without milk and I will need to make that one teabag last for any 

further cups of tea I want today. I will be eating the same thing, boiled rice for breakfast and tea all 

week. This gruel, think Oliver Twist, in the recipe book we got with our rations is called congee. It is 

interesting how several very plain foods have exotic names in the book, like fasoulia, which sounds 

good but is just plain rice and beans. I wonder if giving bland food interesting names makes them 

taste better? We’ll see as the week goes on! But I digress. It wouldn’t be much fun, or even less fun 

(!), if while I was abstaining from normal food and drink for a week, Claudia was eating exciting food 

right in front of me, or making fun of me. Nor would it be nice for her if I made fun of, or ‘despised’ in 

Paul’s words, her for not abstaining alongside me. 
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I suspect Paul is not talking about modern diets and familial support, nor is he probably all that 

interested in whether people are vegetarian or not. In other places he is concerned about Christians 

eating food, meat mainly, which has been sacrificed to pagan gods, but that is from the point of view 

of not setting a poor example to other church members who may not understand that it is OK to eat 

that food. Faith does not allow one to violate the conscience of others by encouraging them to act 

against their conscience. Those who eat only vegetables in this passage, are Jews who are keeping 

the Torah by keeping kosher, that is by not eating (ritually) unclean meat which has been used in 

sacrifices to other gods. Paul calls them weak, not because they are keeping the Jewish law, but 

because they are scandalized by the Gentile believers who are eating non-kosher food. Paul’s main 

point, as in the rest of Romans is unity and living together in peace and harmony. In other words, 

don’t mock what others are eating or not eating as that is liable to piss them off and create conflict.  

This section of the letter to the Romans points to the universal accountability of all before God, 

specifically for Paul, of Jews and Gentiles being equally blessed and equally accountable; and is a 

sustained appeal for holy living, following the example of Christ. He goes on to ask, who are you to 

pass judgement? A good question. None of us have the right to pass judgement on others. If they 

have committed a crime our society has systems to deal with that. Not always satisfactory, but there 

are systems. Although it is human nature to do so, we should not be questioning whether other 

people are wearing face coverings or not, but ensure that we are wearing them when we should. 

We should not be encouraging people to return to church buildings if they are not ready to – we do 

not know the specifics of anyone else’s life – if they feel vulnerable because of age, if they have a 

health condition, if they live with someone with a health condition, if they are simply scared. Nor 

should we dampen the enthusiasm of those who are desperate to be back in a church building to 

see other people and experience something approximating the kind of church service they have 

attended for years. As a church we must finely balance, as far as possible the needs of all – that 

includes those have never been to a church service before, for whatever reason, but are watching 

online. Those who don’t really know how to pray, but are watching the daily prayer online. Those 

who are housebound, and maybe have been for a long time before the pandemic, who are enjoying 

receiving the service in a written form, in a way they didn’t before COVID. 

Those who observe a sabbath and those who don’t, those who eat meat and those who abstain, all 

do these things in honour of God. We do not live to ourselves, we live to the Lord; whether we live 

or die, whether we go to a church building or do church at home, we are the Lord’s. We each take 

responsibility for our own conscience and our own actions and watch that we do not look for the 

splinter in our neighbour’s eye while ignoring the logs in our own.  

 
 
While looking for hymns for today, I found the following hymn which I didn’t know. I think the words 
are great, again especially for our current times. Since none of us know it, I will read the words. It is 
a simple tune, and also has actions for the chorus, so in the future it may be a good one to learn, 
especially for All Age services. If you have the ability, you may want to listen to it here: 
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https://youtu.be/ughMVTMhCuc but note that this version adds one different verse and omits the 
final verse.  
All who follow Jesus are the Church, whether we are gathered in a church building, or watching on a 
computer; we are all the Church together. 
 
Hymn  We are the church 
 
I am the Church! You are the Church! 
We are the church together! 
All who follow Jesus, all around the world, 
yes, we’re the Church together. 
 
The Church is not a building, the Church is not a steeple. 
The Church is not a resting-place, the Church is the people! 
 
 We’re many kinds of people with many kinds of faces: 
all colours and all ages, too, from all times and places. 
 
And when the people gather there’s singing and there’s praying, 
there’s laughing and there’s crying sometimes, all of it saying: 
 
At Pentecost some people received the Holy Spirit 
and told the good news through the world to all who would hear it. 
 
I count if I am ninety, or nine, or just a baby; 
there’s one thing I am sure about and I don’t mean maybe: 
 
I am the Church! You are the Church!... 
 
Bible reading: Matthew 18:21-35 
 

This well-known passage talks about forgiveness, which is a very tricky topic. We may not find it too 

hard to forgive small slights, or unintentional injuries, but forgiving big-ticket items like the murder of 

a loved one are unimaginably hard.  

Forgive somebody seven times? Peter’s proposal suggests that forgiveness might be as simple as 

taking a pill: once a day for a week and you are good to go. It is no problem to keep track of the 

number seven, as if that were all the effort required to forgive a brother or sister who “sins against 

me.” Seven is a measurable number. Seven seas, seven colours of the rainbow, seven days of the 

week. However, Jesus’ response to Peter’s question takes forgiveness out of the “countable” 

category and places it into the realm of the incalculable. The forgiveness to which Jesus points is 

beyond one’s capacity to keep tabs, beyond one’s capacity to offer on their own strength or ability. It 

is God’s compassion and abundant mercy that make forgiveness possible, whether transgressions 

are large or small. 

Like so many of Jesus’ parables, this one trades in hyperbole. A servant of the king owes the 

monarch 10,000 talents. One talent is about 6,000 denarii, with each denarius worth a day’s wage 

for a labourer. So, the first servant owes about 60 million denarii, an amount so large that it exceeds 

the national debt of a small country. No person could repay it, even if they were to sell themselves 

and their family into servitude for several lifetimes. In an outrageous act of generosity and mercy, 
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the king graciously forgives this unforgivable debt. The second servant owes 100 denarii. It is a 

decent amount of money, but like the number seven in Peter’s question, it is measurable—miniscule 

by comparison to the debt that was forgiven by the king. When the forgiven servant refuses to 

extend compassion, it is no wonder that the king becomes angry. He has granted his servant a level 

of forgiveness that exceeds imagination and yet, that servant is unwilling to offer even the smallest 

mercy to another person. 

The parable does not explain the servant’s refusal to forgive. Perhaps he had suffered harm as a 

result of the second servant not repaying the debt. Or maybe was he paralyzed by his own greed? 

Afraid to give up the power he held by virtue of the debt? Distracted by the unexpected change that 

had just taken place in his life? Too caught up in his newly privileged status to concern himself with 

the plight of others less fortunate? Ours is not to reason why, nor to judge, but more to question  

what might keep us from offering compassion and mercy to others when we have received so 

much? 

The ability to forgive does not always come easily, nor is it necessarily a quick or simple process. At 

times it is necessary to forgive from a distance. We may be able to forgive, only if we never see the 

person in question again, or at least do not see them until the scars have started to fade. Some 

wounds are so deep, some “debts” so large, that human forgiveness is next to impossible. Indeed, 

there may be circumstances for which the most faithful response is to seek the assistance of a 

trained counsellor or mediator to aid in the process of healing. Peter’s question, “How often should I 

forgive?” and Jesus’ answer “Seventy times seven” suggest that forgiveness may well be a long and 

difficult process rather than a week-long project. But when our own efforts fall short, God’s mercy is 

beyond imagining. This is a truth proclaimed by the parable as well as by the testimony of Jesus’ 

own life and ministry. On the night when Judas will betray him and Peter and the other disciples will 

abandon him, Jesus announces to all, that his is the blood of the new covenant, which is poured out 

for the forgiveness of sins.  

Lord’s Supper  
And so we come to remember the new covenant in the body and blood of Christ. 
God’s compassion and abundant mercy make forgiveness possible. Through God’s gift of God’s 
only Son, all sins are forgiven and creation is redeemed. In gratitude and thanksgiving for that 
immeasurable gift and sacrifice we recall that on the night when he was betrayed our Lord took 
bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, broken for you. Do this 
is remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Come Holy Spirit, transform these gifts, that Christ may be known to us in the breaking of bread and 
that we may be strengthened to serve him and the world. Amen 
 
We eat and drink together. 
 
We give ourselves to you, and ask that our daily living may be part of the life of your kingdom, 
and that our love may be your love reaching out into the life of the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
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Prayers of intercession – written by Robert 
Faithful and ever-present God, thank you for your limitless love and patience which surround us 
every moment of our lives. There is nothing we can do to make you love us more and there is 
nothing we can do to make you love us less.  
 
Loving God there is such a need for forgiveness and compassion in our world today. We pray for 
people who are struggling to forgive past wrongs they have experienced and those who inflicted 
these wrongs. Lord, bring about reconciliation in situations where there is deep hurt and long-
standing bitterness.  
 
We pray for people who are desperately seeking forgiveness but don’t know where to turn. Where 
there is guilt and despair at past wrongs and mistakes, Lord bring your healing and restoration and 
the courage to make things right. We pray for those who feel unable to forgive themselves and 
unworthy of being forgiven. Lord, where there is low self-esteem and self-worth, bring the 
reassurance of your unfailing love and forgiveness.    
 
We pray for ourselves, weak and imperfect as we are. Lord, we are in need of your constant 
forgiveness day by day for our impatience, our tendency to judge others based on first impressions, 
our inclination to jump to conclusions, our lack of love and compassion.  
 
Loving God, into all situations of conflict, mistrust, misunderstandings, ignorance – may the power of 
your forgiving love bring about peace and renewal for all.  Lord, help us to forgive and to accept 
your forgiveness, so that we may know the breadth and length and height and depth of your 
forgiving love offered to us in Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Hymn   At the Name of Jesus (R&S 261) 
 
At the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him 
King of glory now. 
‘Tis the Father’s pleasure 
we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning 
was the mighty word. 
 
Humbled for a season, 
to receive a Name 
from the lips of sinners  
unto who he came, 
he became a witness, 
faithful to the last, 
and returned victorious 
when from death he passed. 
 

In your hearts enthrone him; 
there let him make new 
all that is not holy, 
all that is not true. 
He is God the Saviour 
he is Christ the Lord,  
ever to be worshipped, 
trusted and adored. 
 
When this same Lord Jesus 
shall appear again 
in his Father’s glory, 
there with him to reign, 
then may we adore him, 
all before him bow, 
as our hearts confess him 
King of glory now.

Blessing 
God who weeps at injustice and oppression, genocide and crucifixion: 
we grieve the state of our world – so much brokenness and violence, 
so much pain and unfairness. 
God who aches for a different way, 
a peaceable respect, a community of equals and a realm of love: 
we ask for hope in order to work for change; 
we ask for courage to resist in the face of opposition; 
we ask for faith to believe in the possibility of peace. Amen 

A blessing from the United Church of Canada  


